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“Preparation, Validation, & Temptation!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Who is Mark? – John Mark; Cousin of Barnabas(Col.4:10); Son of Mary, a leading woman in the Jer. church(Acts 12:12); He helped Paul & Barnabas on their 1st Missionary journey. 

1.2. How did Mark get saved? – 1st Pet. 5:13 suggests he was converted through Peter’s ministry(Peter calls him, “Mark my son”).

1.3. Why was he writing? – Many Bible Scholars believe that his gospel is a record of Peter’s reports of the ministry of Christ.
1.3.1. Justin Martyr(100-165) referred to Mark’s gospel as the “Memoirs of Peter.”
1.3.2. Mark was the 1st of the synoptic gospels.
1.4. What is his main point? – To present Jesus as the Servant of God!
1.4.1. Key verse? – “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

1.4.1.1. 1st ½ of book shows Him Serving; the 2nd ½ shows Him Giving…Himself!

1.4.2. Key word? – “Immediatley” [36 x’s in the book(actually the Greek word is used 42 x’s); 8 x’s in ch.1 alone]

1.4.2.1. Why immediately? – For he is describing a Servant busy obeying His Father, & meeting the needs of people.
1.4.2.1.1. Mark is known as the “Go Gospel!”

1.4.2.2. The Romans were people of action, thus he portrays Jesus as a man of action! {Emphasizing his miracles & personal encounters, more than his discourses & sermons} 
1.4.2.2.1. Lists only 18 of Christ’s 70 parables. Over ½ of Christ’s 35 miracles.
1.4.2.2.2. Mark lists more miracles than the other gospels, yet does it in little Newsbriefs.
1.4.2.2.3. Mark is CNN’s “embedded reporter” if you will.
1.4.3. Dead center of the book? – the books bulls-eye(8:27) Jesus asks, “Who do men say that I am?”
1.4.3.1. This is the unavoidable dividing line that everyone must face…Who is Jesus??? (A great man/teacher/prophet/ or God come in the flesh?)
1.4.3.2. Your answer puts you on the side of belief or unbelief!
1.5. Who did Mark have in mind when he wrote this? – He wrote w/the Romans in mind.
1.5.1. Possibly even written in Rome to the Romans(the believers there).
1.5.2. Note: Mark omits a number of things that would not have been meaningful to Gentiles. {Genealogy of Christ; Fulfilled prophecy; Ref to the Law; Jewish Customs; He interpreted Aramaic words; used a # of Latin terms in place of their Greek equivalence}
 

1.6. How is his book laid out? – ch.1-9 in Galilee; ch.10 journey to Jerusalem; ch.11-15 in Jerusalem; ch.16 His Res. & Ascension.

1.7. Peculiar to Mark? – mark shares the emotions of Jesus more then the others!
1.7.1. He sighed deeply in His spirit; He was moved with compassion for them; He marveled because of their unbelief; He had looked around at them with anger; regarding the Rich Young Ruler only Mark adds, “then Jesus, looking at him, loved him”.


1.8. Our Outline: Preparation; Validation; Temptation.
1.9. The most important question I can ask myself isn’t, “what will I make of this Gospel”, “but what will it make of me!”

2. PREPARATION! (1-8)
2.1. John’s Red Carpet! (2,3)
2.2. He was prophesied of 400 years before he was born.
2.3. John was chosen to be the forerunner, the front man. 
2.4. The question is whether we will be as faithful, & run before Him proclaiming His next Coming?

2.5. John’s Baptism & Message! (4)
2.6. His baptism was a statement!
2.6.1. This baptism was wholly novel.
 
2.6.2. No one had done it before! (Yes they had water Michva’s “collection” of pure water) 
2.6.3. Gentiles whom converted to Judaism were baptized…but never Jews!
2.6.4. Thus he received the title “the Baptist” or “baptizer”!
2.7. His Message was fearless, passionate, & clear!
2.7.1. His was a message of repentance from sin.

2.7.2. To the Pharisees & Sadducees, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? “Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,”
2.7.3. To the common people, “He who has two tunics, let him give to him who has none; and he who has food, let him do likewise.”
2.7.4. To the tax collectors, “Collect no more than what is appointed for you.”
2.7.5. To the soldiers, “Do not intimidate anyone or accuse falsely, and be content with your wages.”

2.7.6. Not only was it a message of repentance but also of forgiveness.
2.7.6.1. We must preach both(law/grace; sin/forgiveness). 

2.7.6.2. For as Alexander Maclaren has said, preaching only half would be preaching “half a Christ…& the vital half is missing”!


2.8. John’s Popularity! (5)
2.9. Where he did this made a statement!
2.9.1. “They went out to him” i.e. “the wilderness” was his venue.
2.9.2. Remember it was originally to the wilderness that Israel came out of Egypt.
2.9.3. Some say as many as 300,000 came out to John for baptism!

2.10. John’s Peculiarity! (6)
2.11. Though John wasn’t making a fashion statement, he was making a passion statement! [simplicity, self-forgetting, humble]
2.11.1. This type robe was worn by the very poor. 

2.11.2. The cheap leather belt spoke of his simplicity.
2.11.2.1. Donning the garb of the ancient prophet Elijah!

2.11.3. His idea of eating out was a couple of grasshoppers to go, & stopping in at the local Bee-hive for dessert.

2.11.4. His dress & lifestyle were a protest against the godlessness & self-serving materialism of his day.


2.12. John’s Humility! (7,8)
2.13. Bishop Quail asked, “Preaching is the art of making a sermon & delivering it?” To which he answered, “Why no, that is not preaching. Preaching is the art of making a preacher & delivering that.”

2.13.1. John embodied his message…he was his message!

2.14. He was simply the friend of the bridegroom.
2.15. “He must increase, but I must decrease.” “He must become greater; I must become less!”
2.15.1. Just like his attire, he was a man of downward mobility.
2.16. He could only drench them externally w/water; but One was coming that cold drench them internally w/the Spirit.
2.16.1. In water baptism every part of your body is completely soaked. 

2.16.2. Thus when we are baptized/immersed into the body of Christ at salvation we are drenched head-to-toe with Him. 

2.16.3. And, When we are baptized by the Son, w/the Holy Spirit, we are “filled” to overflowing. 

2.16.4. Whether you’ve been dipped, sprinkled, or dry cleaned, you are not one of his unless you have received “the regeneration of the H.S., His cleansing from sin, & His empowering to godliness!”

2.17. Humility - Every young student knows of Isaac Newton's famed encounter with a falling apple. Newton discovered and introduced the laws of gravity in the 1600s, which revolutionized astronomical studies. But few know that if it weren't for Edmund Halley, the world might never have learned from Newton. - It was Halley who challenged Newton to think through his original notions. Halley corrected Newton's mathematical errors and prepared geometrical figures to support his discoveries. Halley coaxed the hesitant Newton to write his great work, Mathematical Principals of Natural Philosophy. Halley edited and supervised the publication, and actually financed its printing even though Newton was wealthier and easily could have afforded the printing costs. Historians call it one of the most selfless examples in the annals of science. - Newton began almost immediately to reap the rewards of prominence; Halley received little credit. He did use the principles to predict the orbit and return of the comet that would later bear his name, but only after his death did he received any acclaim. And because the comet only returns every seventy-six years, the notice is rather infrequent. Halley remained a devoted scientist who didn't care who received the credit as long as the cause was being advanced.

2.18. God was well pleased with John’s ministry that He gave him the greatest of honors…the baptism of His Son.

3. VALIDATION!  (9-11)
3.1. Jesus credentials: He was prophesied by Malachi & Isaiah(vs.2,3). 
He was announced by John the Bap. 
He was commended by both the Father & the H.S.(vs.10)

3.2. Why was Jesus baptized?
3.2.1. He was sinless, he needed no baptism.
3.2.2. But in is baptism he associated w/us sinners & placed himself among the guilty. 
3.2.3. Not for His own salvation but for ours.
3.2.4. Not for His own guilt but for ours.
3.2.5. Not because he feared the wrath to come, but to save us from it.

3.3. What did He see? – The heavens (lit.)“torn open”. Then, He saw the H.S. in the form of a dove.

3.4. What did he hear? – A voice of confirmation from the Father.

4. TEMPTATION!  (12,13)
4.1. Heaven had opened(10), now Hell opens up!
4.2. He felt such a strong compulsion to head into the wilderness to duel Satan. 
4.2.1. In Jewish thought the wilderness was viewed as a place of danger, gloom, & the abode of demons.

4.2.2. Example: Lk.8:29 “For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the wilderness.” (also Mt.12:43; Lk.11:24)

4.2.3. The wild beasts speaks to this also. 

4.3. Temptation #1 – You’re hungry…Eat! - "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread."
4.3.1. This 1st temptations plays upon the very last event & the words “You are my beloved Son”.

4.3.2. Seems so harmless “eat”, but the Son came to do the fathers will & nothing else.
4.3.2.1. “It is better to starve than to be fed apart from the will of the Father!”

4.3.3. To the 1st temptation Jesus gave a tremendous, NO!

4.4. Temptation #2 – Highest point of the temple…Jump! - “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: 'He shall give His angels charge over you,' and, 'In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.”
4.4.1. Slight misquote of Ps.91:11,12 leaving out the phrase “to guard you in all your ways,” which means “in all your righteous ways.” 

4.4.2. This will be a great act of faith on your part…jump!

4.4.3. “Don’t put your God to the test!” – God doesn’t appreciate being tested.
4.4.4. God expects obedience not gymnastics!

4.4.5. 2nd temptation Jesus said, NO!

4.5. Temptation #3 – An exceedingly high mountain…Look! - “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.”
4.5.1. Here all the nations stood ready to abandon their idols & follow Him

4.5.2. Here He could win the world w/o pain! – Here was the easy road to King-ship! – Here was the ability to be the “Shortcut Savior”! – Here lied the ability for instant exaltation, or the long agony of the cross! (all it took was one quick bow!)

4.5.3. 2nd temptation Jesus said, NO!

4.5.4. They would meet again but the 1st great battle was over. Jesus “1”, Satan “0”.

4.5.5. We need to flee temptation and not leave a forwarding address.

4.6. Let’s learn 2 things from this!
4.6.1. [1] You must be filled with the Holy Spirit to fight temptation!
4.6.1.1. Rom.8:9 “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.”
4.6.1.2. When Martin Luther was asked how he overcame the Devil, he replied, “Well, when he comes knocking upon the door of my heart, & asks, ‘Who lives here?’ the dear Lord Jesus goes to the door & says, ‘Martin Luther used to live here, but he has moved out. Now I live here!’”

4.6.2. [2] You must be filled with the Word of God to fight temptation!
4.6.2.1. In response to the 3 temptations Jesus responded with Scripture! (Deut.8:3, 6:16, 6:13)

4.6.2.2. He understood the truth of Ps.119:11 “Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You!”

4.7. I’m reminded of the 2 signs posted on 2 of the bridge's pylons before you plummet 180’ into Niagara Falls. - The 1st reads, "Do you have an anchor?" followed by, "Do you know how to use it?"
4.7.1. And so the Lord gives us plenty of warnings before we go over the edge in any sin!

4.7.2. Danish proverb, “No one can be caught in a place he does not visit.”
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