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  4-6-03
“The Art of Manfishing!”

1. Intro:
1.1. We’ve all heard of “the fish that got away”[see Mike N. he has the latest 1]
1.1.1. Any ways, I have a story of “the fish I gave away”...yet, not intentionally. I was fishing with my family some years ago a Lake Mary. Kelly was the only one to catch one that day. I had him chained & hanging over the side. We were moving locations. She asked me to bring the fish in the boat while we were moving(ok, she asked a few times & I was being stubborn). We were motoring along & Zach who was only a little guy at the time said, “Hey dad is that moms fish floating back there?” (that was fish abuse!)

1.1.2. Have you ever been guilty of fish abuse? (i.e. when you’ve been fishing for men?) [you might have gotten upset, impatient, frustrated wit them]

1.1.3. Here we get to hear what to fish with, & then are shown how to fish by the Master Fisherman Himself!
1.1.3.1. This is better then any video on the Outdoorsman Channel!

1.2. Outline: 2 Pronged Fish Hook; Setting the Hook; Casting is Net; 
1 Fish, 2 Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish; & Fish Finders!

2. 2 PRONGED FISH HOOK! (14,15)
2.1. Here we start Jesus’ Galilean ministry. Mark shows Jesus “on the move.”
2.2. (14) After John was in prison - Maybe Jesus didn’t want to “build on” another man’s foundation, but now “builds from” it?
2.2.1. He wasn’t going to run in competition with His forerunner.
2.2.2. The messenger may be in prison, but the message can’t be stopped.
2.2.2.1. Paul said, “I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God's word is not chained.”

2.3. Whatever else Jesus did, His number-1 activity was “preaching the gospel of salvation!”
2.3.1. The messengers will change over the years but the message can’t!
2.3.2. Paul said in Acts 20:21 he was “testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”
2.3.3. Thus, the gospel message is the same for all people, in all ages. It never changes. If you want to be saved that’s how to do it!

2.4. Q: What was his Good News & what response was he calling for?
2.5. Repent!
2.5.1. Why is repent such a bad word in our day & age?
2.5.2. Why are so many churches afraid to use it?
2.5.3. Repent isn’t a bad word, it is a needed action!
2.5.4. It means a change of mind that changes the direction of your life.

2.5.4.1. You can’t turn to Jesus unless you turn from your sin!
2.5.4.1.1. Sin is repulsive, it is repugnant, it is serious, it is ugliness, sin is hideous! 

2.5.4.2. Reject the idea that one can hold onto their sin with one hand, & take Jesus w/the other!

2.5.4.3. When the prodigal son made up his mind to go to his fathers house, he had to leave where he was…to go to his father.

2.6. Believe!
2.6.1. This of course is not just the believing in your head but the believing in your heart!
2.6.1.1. Rom.10:9 “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

2.6.2. So repentance & faith/belief are the 2 sides of a coin. 
2.6.2.1. Hey if you don’t have tracks maybe ask someone, “do you have a coin in your pocket?” If so, “how many sides does yours have?” That is a wonderful reminder of…

2.6.2.2. Heads(man) – Tails(usually a building/i.e. place/heaven).

3. SETTING THE HOOK! (16-20)
3.1. Here are 4 fishermen that got caught in Jesus’ net!
3.1.1. He calls ordinary men. (Who did he call in bible times. Look who He calls today!)
3.1.2. Abraham Lincoln said “that God must love the common people, He made so many of them.”
3.1.3. “Give God your ordinary life(you as you are now) & God will give you back an extraordinary calling.”

3.1.3.1. Notice the “I will make you!!!”

3.1.4. Isn’t it great that their 1st titles aren’t “bishops, pastors, elders, nor deacons”,…but “fishers of men”!

3.2. What a simple challenge…“follow me”.
3.2.1. They responded “immediately”. 
3.2.1.1. Oh that we might respond so punctually…& put into practice what we hear right on the spot!

3.2.2. They responded w/a “don’t-look-back faith” that Jesus was looking for! 
3.2.2.1. Peter/Andrew… “left their nets”; James/John… “left their father”; & Matthew… “left his booth”(2:14).

3.2.3. We cannot follow Jesus until we are willing to forsake our own plans & wishes.
3.2.3.1. This doesn’t mean he will always take you out of your present job & put you on staff at a church or on the mission field!
3.2.3.2. But the question is “Have you dared ask?”…yes you! - Not the guy next to you…YOU!

3.2.4. YWAM director Lauren Cunningham said, “God doesn’t call the qualified, but qualifies the called!”
3.2.4.1. He also shared, “Most people want to serve God…but only in an advisory role!!!”

3.3. (17) I’ll make you fishers of men - “If the Bible is a missionary book, the people of the Book are charged with being a missionary people.”

3.3.1. Q: How do you presently fish for men? Women? Children? Elderly?

3.3.2. I have fished all my life – I have learned I must take time to go fish. I must have a hook. I must fresh bait, or a lure. I must be patient. I must never yell at the fish for not jumping on my hook. Sometimes I’ve had to go back to the same pool a few times before I can catch a certain one. Sometimes I’ve tried & tried & have had to walk away to no avail. Sometimes I’ve tried others techniques & they haven’t worked for me personally. Sometimes I’ve learned awesome techniques that I am indebted to friends for showing me them.

3.3.3. As Thomas Boston(in 1699) the famous ‘Scottish Puritan’ once depicted it as “The art of Manfishing”!
3.3.4. Prov.11:30 “he who wins souls is wise.”

3.3.5. Dan.12:3 “Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever and ever.”

3.3.6. The greatest work in the world is soul winning. There is nothing like it. Do it right where you are at, in your neighborhood, at your job! (It’s rare I get to lead any of our employees around here to Christ! ()

3.4. (20) When James & John were called to ministry they didn’t leave any undone business. They didn’t leave dad “high & dry”!
3.4.1. Like David did, when asked by his dad to go give grain, bread, & cheese to his brothers out on the front lines of battle. 

3.4.2. “David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, and took the things and went as Jesse had commanded him.”


3.4.3. The Lord is going to call some of you into full-time service(well we all are/career missionaries). We believe this is the norm to setting your house in order before you go.

3.4.4. This is not the 1st time Jesus talked to them(see jn.1) Here these ordinary men were just working at their ordinary jobs.

3.4.5. They wanted more in life than to just make a buck, they wanted to make a difference.
3.4.5.1. Don’t be an Insurance person any longer, be an Insurance person looking for souls to catch for Jesus!
3.4.5.2. Don’t be a Real Estate person any longer, be a Real Estate person looking for souls to catch for Jesus!
3.4.5.3. Don’t be a School Teacher any longer, be an School Teacher looking for souls to catch for Jesus!

4. AN UNCLEAN FISH! (21-28)
4.1. Let’s step into Jesus home church for a minute.
4.1.1. Capernaum was His headquarters of His earthly ministry.
4.1.2. In their service it was common for one of the rabbi’s, whether visiting or passing through to speak. 
4.1.3. This time Jesus was asked, & He was different(i.e. w/authority)
4.1.4. The scribes normally split hairs about trivial matters. Or would just quote another rabbi said about another rabbi.
4.1.5. What freshness this must have brought this synagogue that day.
4.2. (23) I have 2 questions…How long had this man been attending, & why has he gone unnoticed?
4.2.1. Imagine a man in your home study group blurting out all of this while you’re teaching!
4.2.2. Bring Jesus into a dead service & things change.
4.2.3. It is amazing how some churches have to always advertise themselves. The only advertisement a church needs is Jesus!

4.2.3.1. When it gets out that Jesus is there…people will come to hear & listen!

4.3. (26) Fish are taken unexpectantly by the net. And so are sinners by the gospel. 
4.3.1. Paul wasn’t thinking about sweet thoughts of Jesus when God met him on the way!

4.3.2. Zaccheus was thinking little of salvation. 

4.3.3. I personally didn’t see the net fall about me when I was caught!
4.3.3.1. No, I had the idea that since this was God’s ocean; we must all be in his care already.

4.4. (27) Some fish touch the net & draw back…“What is this?” “What new doctrine is this?” etc.

5. 1 FISH, 2 FISH, RED FISH, BLUE FISH! (29-31)
5.1. After church what do you do? Have Sunday Lunch!
5.1.1. And so they march right outside of the synagogue & right into Peter’s house. (explain in Israel)

5.2. Here was a home loved by Jesus, near to Jesus, & yet sickness came.
5.3. Notice so far: We need Jesus in our lives(repent & believe), in our sites(Follow me); in our church(synagogue); in our homes(here mentioned); & lastly, in our cities(32-34). [my original outline]

6. FISH FINDERS! (32-34)
6.1. “And the whole city was gathered together at the door.” 
6.1.1. How did they get there?(vs.32) “They brought to Him…”
6.1.2. Some couldn’t have made it to Jesus unless someone brought them! 

6.1.3. We need to go to our cities & bring Jesus to them, or bring them to Jesus!
6.1.3.1. We need to go to the sin-sick & bring them to Him!

6.2. In my Fathers net are many meshes. If it were not so I would have told you so. 
6.2.1. Sweet meshes of grace. Every nylon strand in perfect place for one purpose…to catch fish!

6.3. Bring them to Jesus & He’ll clean them!

6.3.1. “You catch em, He’ll clean em!”
� Kent Hughes; pg.19


� ibid; pg.22


� 1 Sam.17:20





