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“Your Spots are Showing!”

1. Intro:
1.1. What a Saturday evening! (Read vs.32-34) 
1.1.1. If ever a time to sleep in, or at least hit the snooze alarm a ½ dozen times…THIS was surely the morning! (Nope vs.35)

2. PRAYING & PREACHING! (35-39)
2.1. Jesus did not allow the demands of the day rob Him of the time needed to renew is strength.
2.1.1. In the stillness of the morning. In a solitary place. He poured out his heart to God the Father.
2.1.2. If the Holy Son of God needed to pray…How much more do you & I need to pray?
2.1.3. In the Lord’s service you cannot “run on empty”!
2.1.3.1. He knew to give out you must take in!
2.1.4. In Jesus outward life we notice waves were always breaking over him; but inwardly he was a sea of glass!
2.2. How much prayer meant to Jesus! It was not only his regular habit, but his resort in every emergency, however slight or serious. When perplexed he prayed. When hard pressed by work he prayed. When hungry for fellowship he found it in prayer. He chose his associates and received his messages upon his knees. If tempted, he prayed. If criticized, he prayed. If fatigued in body or wearied in spirit, he had recourse to his one unfailing habit of prayer. Prayer brought him unmeasured power at the beginning, and kept the flow unbroken and undiminished. There was no emergency, no difficulty, no necessity, no temptation that would not yield to prayer.


2.3. Explain: project At Fullerton J.C. for photography.
2.3.1. Homemade shoe box camera(taped a piece of bare film on the back of the box – made a swing door on the opposite side). I shot an old Victorian house.

2.3.2. The longer I held the little swing door open…the longer the exposure…the clearer the image burnt onto my film. 

2.3.3. E. Stanley Jones once described prayer as a “time exposure to God”…& thus my analogy.
2.3.3.1. The longer we are exposed to God, the more we will bear His image!

2.4. “Though Jesus was God, He did not live His life as God apart from the Father, but rather as a man in dependence upon God.”

2.4.1. Jesus wants us to follow His example. A Godly life full of power.
2.4.2. Some Christians say they are so in tune w/God that all of their life is prayer, & therefore they do not need special times of prayer.
2.4.2.1. But, until they exceed the “oneness of Christ w/the Father”, they cannot be right! (Jesus needed both)
2.4.3. “Praying w/o ceasing” is not an excuse for not having an actual time of private prayer!
2.4.3.1. We need to find/make times to get away w/Him! – Get up early! – Get away from distractions!
2.4.4. You must schedule time alone w/God at the beginning of the day!
2.4.4.1. Ps.119:147 “I rise before the dawning of the morning, And cry for help; I hope in Your word.”
2.4.4.2. Ps.5:3 “My voice You shall hear in the morning, O LORD; In the morning I will direct it to You, And I will look up.” [David]
2.4.4.3. Ps.88:13 “But to You I have cried out, O LORD, And in the morning my prayer comes before You.” [sons of Korah]
2.4.4.4. Is.26:9 “With my soul I have desired You in the night, Yes, by my spirit within me I will seek You early;”

2.4.5. D.L.Moody said, “We ought to see the face of God every morning before we see the face of man.”

2.4.6. One mother heard her 3-year-old daughter answer the phone in the next room, while doing her devotions…"My mom is having her emotions now. Can she call you back?"

2.4.7. “Meet Him in the morning if you want Him through the day!”


2.4.8. Stare into His face…& don’t move! [like the camera!]
2.5. Q: I wonder if daily, our faces showed like the cameras film, registering how much exposure we had to God that day, if we’d be a little more diligent to this important task? (Like Moses w/10 commandments)

3. EXCUSE ME, YOUR SPOTS ARE SHOWING! (40-45)
3.1. Leprosy(Hansen’s disease, man who diagnosed its cause) - Luke tells us he was “full” of leprosy(5:12)[i.e. consumed by it].
3.1.1. Its progress: tired, fatigue, joints sore, little white spots, begin to harden into nodules, turn from white to pink to brown, become scaly, spreads all over the body, the face begins to appear like a lion, the nodules ulcerate/producing a foal odor, breath w/a wheezing sound, eyebrow fall out, hair turns white, pus oozes out, loss of all sensation of pain(& pleasure), fingers & toes start to fall off, a leper was “walking death”!

3.1.1.1. Disfigurement is solely because the body’s warning system of pain is destroyed. The disease acts as an anesthetic, bringing numbness to the extremities.

3.1.2. Lev.13:45,46 “Now the leper on whom the sore is, his clothes shall be torn and his head bare; and he shall cover his mustache, and cry, 'Unclean! Unclean!' "He shall be unclean. All the days he has the sore he shall be unclean. He is unclean, and he shall dwell alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp.”

3.1.3. There was physical rejection; but also social rejection & psychological rejection as well.

3.1.3.1. Ken Gire writes[Incredible Moments w/the Savior], “There he lives. W/o love. W/o hope. W/o the simple joys & dignities of life: being smiled at…being greeted on the street…buying fresh fruit in the market… talking politics by the public fountain…laughing…getting to go to work…operating a business…haggling over prices w/a shopkeeper…getting a wedding invitation…singing hymns in the synagogue…celebrating Passover w/family. – All these barred to him. Forever.
3.1.3.2. I wonder. How long has it been since someone has shaken his hand…patted him on the back…put an arm around his waist…rubbed his shoulders…hugged him…stroked his hair …touched his cheek…wiped a tear from his eye…or kissed him?”

3.2. Jesus response!(41) - His Compassion; His Touch; his Word.
3.2.1. Hitch hiker I picked up once…w/open sores on his hand.
3.2.2. Jesus didn’t need to touch to heal, but He obviously delighted in touching needy people.

3.2.3. This touch was actually “to fasten, adhere to.”
3.3. No disease in the bible pictures the devastating results of sin in a life as does the disease of leprosy.
3.3.1. The leper was not worse or guiltier then any of his countrymen. But it is nevertheless a parable of sin, an “outward visible sign of innermost spiritual condition.”


3.3.2. Adam himself became a carrier of this disease! (you are a carrier too!)
3.3.3. Sin is the ultimate W.M.D. [Weapon Mass Destruction]!
3.4. Leprosy has a subtle beginning & slow progress. Destructive power, & brings decisive ruin…Making it a powerful symbol of moral depravity!
3.4.1. Apart from Christ we are “spiritual lepers”. Simply “walking death”!

3.4.2. Sin often acts as an anesthetic, bringing numbness to our souls.
3.4.2.1. It lies & whispers either, “there’s nothing wrong with you”, or “you are so bad your case is incurable!”

3.4.3. Religious band aides won’t help! Going-to-church-gauze is not a cure!

3.4.4. We must wake to the fact that our old nature it is terminal! Our whole nature is wrong. It like leprosy is more then skin deep. Paul called it being “dead in sin”.

3.4.5. Jeremiah said, “Can the Ethiopian change his skin(a dark skinned man change his color pigmentation) or the leopard its spots?(become spotless) Then may you also do good who are accustomed to do evil(Judah was incapable of reforming herself).”

3.4.6. Jeremiah also said just after that, “Will you still not be made clean?”
3.4.6.1. Can you see your leprosy? - Can you say, “Unclean! Unclean! & really mean it?
3.4.6.2. When we do, then & only then can we cry, “I’m clean! I’m clean!”

3.5. (44) Show yourself to the priest – Hello, Mr. priest, I’m Clean!
3.5.1. Interesting process by the priest (Lev.14:1-7)
3.5.2. Take 2 birds, kill one, take the blood & apply it to the wings of the living bird, then set the living bird free.
3.5.2.1. Lesson: Cleansing is by the blood!

3.6. (45) Now the leper can go into the city, but Jesus can’t.
3.6.1. Interesting, that he is told not to tell anybody, & he tells everybody; & we are told to tell everybody, & we don’t tell anybody!
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