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“Parables by the Seaside!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Father’s Day – 
1.2. The Lord wishes our whole heart!
1.2.1. Ps.119:2 “Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, Who seek Him with the whole heart!”

1.2.2. Not a divided heart like the girl to which a young man proposed to. He said, “Darling, I want you to know that I love you more than anything else in the world. I want you to marry me. I’m not rich. I don’t have a yacht or a Rolls Royce like Johnny Brown, but I do love you w/all my heart.” She thought for a minute & then replied, “I love you w/all my heart, too, but tell me more about Johnny Brown!”
 
2. PARABLE OF THE SOIL! (1-20)
2.1. SETTING FOR THE PARABLE! (1)
2.2. Jesus leaves the house he was in, in Capernaum, & walks down the block to Galilee. 
2.2.1. Crowds were at epic proportions(& superficial followers multiplied). So they place him in a small boat, & push him out a little ways. The crowd wraps around the shoreline to here the Master Teacher preach from his “boat pulpit”!

2.3. PARABLES IN GENERAL! (2)
2.4. Para=alongside; ballo=to throw or cast.
2.4.1. Paramedic(to come alongside a medic/doctor)
2.4.2. So, a parable is a story/figure that “comes alongside” a teaching to help us understand its meaning!

2.5. It is much more then “an earthly story w/a heavenly meaning.”
2.5.1. It gets the listener deeply involved & compels them to make a personal decision about God’s truth & his or her life.

2.5.2. Best definition I found was by P. G. Wodehouses’s “one who tells parables keeps something up their sleeve which suddenly pops up & knocks you flat!”

2.6. It acts as a mirror & a window.
2.6.1. A mirror in that it forces us to look at ourselves!
2.6.2. A window in which we see God & His truth! 
2.7. “Jesus explained the kingdom, not by giving a lecture on theology, but by painting pictures that captured the attention of the people & forced them to use their imaginations & think.”


2.8. PARABLE OF THE SOIL! (3-9)
2.9. Q: How is the soil of your heart today!
2.10. This is all about hearing from God via His word!...Are you listening?
2.10.1. All 3 of these are in operation in here this morning.
2.10.2. Some will hear & act upon the teaching this morning; & others will harden their hearts to it!

2.10.3. The condition of the heart determines the receptivity to truth!
2.11. Sowing seed in bible times:
2.11.1. The farmer carried a large bag of seed on his donkey. Then he would fill his leather bag that he would carry under his arm. 

2.11.2. The seed was broadcasted liberally, & then it was covered by the ploughing. 

2.11.3. A footpath often times cut across his field which the public would use. As the farmer would scatter his seed some would always land on this. 
2.11.3.1. The birds would be quick to score a free meal. Often times large flocks would often follow the farmer.

2.11.3.2. Like the seagulls if you’ve ever been Deep Sea fishing.

2.11.4. Rocks were under the soil & couldn’t be seen, thus no deepness of earth.

2.11.5. Many thornbushes were present. The native farmer would use these in the summer for outdoor fires for cooking meals.


2.11.5.1. So, he wouldn’t be have gotten rid of all of these.

2.11.5.2. Also when they would burn a field, often times it would just burn them to the surface…but their root would remain!

2.12. A PARABLES PURPOSE! (10-12)
2.13. Because of the superficial followers & antagonists…he hides the meaning.
2.13.1. They will not get it with their own understanding…ONLY!
2.14. SPECIAL PARABLE! (13)
2.15. Now He’ll show them how to interpret a parable.
2.16. PARABLE EXPLAINED! (14-20)
2.17. (14) The Sower = Here Christ, but any believer who shares the Word of God w/others.
2.17.1. {1} Sow Plentifully – 2 Cor.9:6 “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.”

2.17.2. {2} Sow Passionately – Ps.126:5,6 “Those who sow in tears Shall reap in joy. He who continually goes forth weeping, Bearing seed for sowing, Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, Bringing his sheaves with him.”

2.17.3. {3} Sow Patiently – Gal.6:9 “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

2.18. The Word = The Seed – “The gospel is always a fruitful seed as to its power, but not as to its produce!”


2.18.1.1. Like seed the Word of God is alive & is able to produce spiritual fruit!

2.18.1.2. But the seed must be planted & cultivated before that harvest can come.

2.18.1.3. Seed is fruitful…there is an orchard in that apple; there’s a forest in that acorn. (There’s gold in dem noodles!) (

2.19. The Soil = is the human heart.

2.20. [1] HARD HEART! (15)
2.21. Lack of Understanding!
2.21.1. It may not be some gross sin in their life, but simply there is no interest in God whatsoever!

2.21.2. Our hearts can be hardened by “presuppositions, distortions, & prejudices” which steel them to the truth!

2.21.3. They are busy, no time for contemplation, not nec. hostile to the gospel just simply uninterested. 

2.22. Soil becomes hard when too many feet, hooves, wheels tread upon it.
2.22.1. Don’t recklessly open your heart to all kinds of people & influences.
2.22.2. Prov.4:23 “Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.”

2.23. Hard hearts must be plowed up…which can be pretty painful!
2.23.1. Jer.4:3 "Break up your fallow ground, And do not sow among thorns.”
2.23.2. Hosea 10:12 " Break up your fallow ground, For it is time to seek the LORD, Till He comes and rains righteousness on you.”

2.23.3. Q: Did the Lord have to plow up some things in your life to get your attention right before you got saved?

2.23.4. Let’s pray this for our friends who have hard hearts. And for our own hearts when they go through calloused times.

2.24. [2] SHALLOW HEART! (16,17)
2.25. Lack of Depth!
2.25.1. In much of the land there is 2 or 3” veneer of soil over a limestone bedrock.

2.25.2. An emotional hearer! - Easily swayed by “a tender appeal, a good sermon, or a sweet melody.”

2.25.3. This person lives on “impulses, impressions, intuitions, instincts, & largely on their circumstances!”

2.25.4. They joyfully accept God’s Word, but do not really understand the price that must be paid to become a genuine Christian.

2.25.5. They are like the fish that leaps out of the water with great energy, …but it would be foolish to conclude that he has left the water forever.
2.25.5.1. In a moment the fish is swimming again as if it had never left the stream. The water is still his “home, sweet home”.

2.25.5.2. They’ve only been “brushed” by Christianity!

2.25.6. You see great enthusiasm for days, weeks, months; but when the sun of persecution or difficulty comes out, enthusiasm wanes & the joy disappears.
2.25.6.1. We’ve all probably witnessed this tragedy in a friends life.

2.25.6.2. A dazzling profession, but then when something unexpected comes into their life they abruptly fall away.

2.25.6.3. This is where so many of the enemies of the faith come from!

2.25.7. Yes, man is pretty good at counterfeiting religious feelings!

2.26. [3] CROWDED HEART! (18,19)
2.27. Lack of Weed Killer! [Lack of Understanding & Lack of Depth]
2.27.1. They need a good dose of Round Up!
2.28. He or she receives the Word, but does not truly repent & remove the weeds out of his or her heart!
2.28.1. See a gardener must not only love flowers & fruit, But hate weeds!
2.29. “Fruitless Christians”…an oxymoran?
2.29.1. Lk.8:14 adds “…and bring no fruit to maturity.” (it never ripens!) 
2.29.2. Maybe you’ve had this on a fruit tree at home? Little, stunted, sour fruit.

2.30. THREE IS A CROWD!
2.30.1. [1] Cares of this world – worries of this present age.
2.30.2. [2] Deceitfulness of riches – deceptive lure of wealth.
2.30.3. [3] The desire for other things – whatever takes place of the word in your life.
2.30.3.1. Miscellaneous things can become the cause of spiritual strangulation!

2.30.4. The lust for stuff is a stealthy thing that enters your house a guest, then becomes a host, & then a master.

2.30.5. Haddon Robinson said, “Money has a way of binding us to what is physical and temporal, and blinding us to what is spiritual and eternal. 
2.30.5.1. It's a bit like the fly and the flypaper. The fly lands on the flypaper and says, "My flypaper." When the flypaper says, "My fly," the fly is dead. It is one thing to have money, another for money to have you. When it does, it will kill you.

2.31. Note the 3 fruitless hearts each were influenced by a different enemy: 
2.31.1. [1] Hard Heart – The devil himself snatches the seed.
2.31.2. [2] Shallow Heart – The flesh counterfeits religious feelings.
2.31.3. [3] Crowded Heart – The things of this world smothers the growth & prevent a harvest!
2.31.3.1. Wow the 3 ugly enemies we still face! 

2.32. [4] FRUITFUL HEART! (20)
2.33. These don’t Lack! [Lack of Understanding; Lack of Depth; Lack Weed Killer]
2.34. These are true believers…they have a changed life, they bear fruit which is evidence of the true believer!

2.34.1. Gal.5:22-24 “But the fruit of the Spirit is(1st group of 3 is the inner attitudes, sourced in God) love, joy, peace; (2nd  the relational qualities, expressed to others) longsuffering, kindness, goodness; (Thirdly, personal qualities, that guides indiv. conduct) faithfulness, gentleness, self-control...And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.”

2.34.2. The other 3 hearts produced no fruit!

2.35. Not all true believers are equally as productive!
2.35.1. But every genuine Christian will evidence some fruit!
2.35.2. Interesting that “Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold; and the LORD blessed” (Gen.26:12)

2.36. Maybe you are all 4 of these? Maybe you move from stage to stage?
2.37. Wizard of Oz linked to this parable! {name the character}
2.37.1. Q: Who heard, but didn’t understand?(clue – needed a new brain!) – Scare Crow.
2.37.2. Q: Who, when trib arose immediately he would stumble?(clue – held tail & ran down hall!) – Lion.
2.37.3. Q:Who was caught up w/riches?(clue – just wanted Ruby Slippers!) Witch
2.37.4. Q: Who caught a new heart? – Tin Man.

2.38. Q: How is the soil of your heart today!
2.39. Q: What can you do to become the kind of soil Jesus is looking for?
Example in Jn.4 of a progression of all 4! - (vs.9) Hard; (15) Shallow; (20) Crowded; (25,28,29) Fruitful.
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