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“Parables & Miracles!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Circuit riders were so relentless in their ministry that on stormy days there was a proverbial saying: "There is nothing out today but crows and Methodist preachers."
1.1.1. Oh, that it might be said of us today!...but its not!

2. HIDE IT UNDER A BUSHEL…NO! (21-34)
2.1. LIGHT UNDER A BASKET! (21-25)
2.2. Jesus used this analogy on various occasions.
2.3. (21) Explain lamp/oil/wick.
2.4. (22) He who has been enlightened must in turn enlighten others.
2.5. (24) Hear it & use it
2.5.1. We are responsible to listen carefully & then obey!
2.5.2. The better we listen, the more we gain.
2.5.3. “Your attention to the teaching will be the measure of the profit you will receive from it.”

2.6. (25) Use it or lose it!
2.6.1. Those who have spiritual truth will receive more. 
2.6.1.1. But the one who has failed to listen & profit by what he hears, will soon be deprived of what little he possesses!

2.6.2. Other examples? – Our physical muscles must be used…else we lose them/they atrophy!

2.7. In order for a lamp give light: 
2.7.1. a] The lamp had to “use itself up”(i.e. the oil); 
2.7.2. b] Be refreshed often with more oil(H.S.)
2.7.2.1. {you can’t give out until you take in}; 
2.7.3. c] If it was covered, the flame would be extinguished, & it would do no good to those around it.

2.8. PARABLE OF THE GROWING SEED! (26-29)
2.9. This parable picks up where the Parable of the Soils left off.
2.9.1. He is drawing parallels between the way things are in nature, & how they are in the kingdom of God!

2.10. This is Mark’s only unique parable.
2.11. This is an important parable for those who sow the Word of God.
2.12. Note: Sowing, Growing, & Harvesting!
2.13. Sowing! (26)
2.14. Growing! (27,28)
2.15. Patience is needed.
2.15.1. When you sow…give it time to grow. Never expect a full crop of Christian graces immediately. 

2.15.2. But, you can water it with your tears & prayers!
2.15.2.1. Ps.126:5 “Those who sow in tears Shall reap in joy.”
2.15.3. It germinates, sprouts, grows & he did not know how nor could he explain it.
2.15.3.1. It was without human intervention. – It’s “Miracle Grow!”
2.16. Harvesting! (29)
2.16.1. “The world has more winnable people than ever before ... but it is possible to come out of a ripe field empty-handed.”
 (

2.17. We learn 3 other things from this also:
2.17.1. It has mysterious Growth! – Sharing the gospel is never a matter of formulas & techniques. There is always another dimension…the mysterious working of God!

2.17.2. It has gradual Growth! – The Sower needs patience. You can’t plant today & pick tomorrow! The seed needs to germinate & grow. 
2.17.2.1. James 5:7,8 “Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain. You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”

2.17.3. It has certain Growth! – The seed’s growth is inherent in the seed. 
2.17.3.1. When it is faithfully sown it will grow…there will be a harvest!

2.18. PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED! (30-32)
2.19. (31) Actually, the mustard seed is not the smallest seed known to botanist.
2.19.1. Evidently it was the smallest in common use among the Jews.
2.19.2. From insignificant beginnings a great movement develops!
2.20. Some see this as the growth of the church during this age.
2.20.1. Our Lord started with 12 – it grew to 70 – at Pentecost, 3000 – then, 5000 – it was carried to other nations – it will go to ALL nations! "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.”


2.21. Birds? 
2.21.1. [1] May indicate just the surprising size of the result. 
2.21.2. [2] Represent the Gentiles incorp. into God’s kingdom program.
2.21.2.1. Ezek.17:22 “On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it; and it will bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a majestic cedar. Under it will dwell birds of every sort; in the shadow of its branches they(Gentiles) will dwell.”

2.21.3. [3] Perhaps they represent evil forces(vs.4).
2.21.3.1. Jesus just used it that way, same day, same teaching time!
2.21.3.2. Small beginnings, large growth, & not with out it attacks!
2.21.3.3. Already in “the 12”, a Judas bird flew. - In the Jerusalem church Ananias & Sapphira roosted. – Simon Magus was perched in the church in Samaria. 

2.21.3.4. The bigger the net, the greater the possibility of catching both good & bad fish!

2.21.3.5. Those evil ones are always seeking a way to disrupt & devour…A good illustration of that is the Bark Beetle that is attacking our pine trees in our local mountains.

2.21.3.6. 150,000 acres affected – A small bug w/a large appetite - It is a native species – They eat thru the bark where they lay their eggs - Lack of rainfall continues a 10 yr drought cycle – Water deprived trees can’t generate enough gooey sap to expel the bugs from the cambium layer – The adult female eats up & down, laying eggs as she goes – the babies start eating into the tree, thus cutting off its fluid & it chokes the trees – They give off a pheromone calling many others beetles to help in their task.

2.22. USE OF PARABLES! (33,34)
2.23. Mark’s selection of Parables is followed by a series of Miracles.
2.23.1. What He said(parables/words), was authenticated by what he did(miracles/works).

3. POP QUIZ! (35-41)
3.1. (35) After a long day of teaching…time for some practical tests to see what they’ve learned!
3.1.1. This storm was part of the day’s curriculum. [Storm theology 101]
3.1.2. The journey of the ship is a picture of the journey of life!
3.1.3. Jesus can be trusted in the storms of life. – You can sail with Him right into a sea of tribulation! – You’ll never suffer shipwreck!

3.1.4. Soar like a kite right into the wind; up, up, up!
3.1.5. Many think that storms only come when they’ve disobeyed God.
3.1.5.1. Jonah ended up in a storm because of his disobedience; The disciples got into a storm because of their obedience!

3.2. (36) Time for R&R - The eastern shore was relatively uninhabited.
3.2.1. Some people keep waiting for their ship to come in. Just get in the one He has provided for you!

3.3. (37) Sea of Galilee – almost 700’ below sea level.
3.3.1. Situated in a pocket, hills on ever side. Wind would rush down the ravines from Med. Causing a sudden whirlwind action.

3.3.2. The waves “kept beating” into the boat; “it is already filling” w/water.

3.4. (38) Do you not care? – Aren’t you concerned? Don’t you know? If you were only here earlier? Don’t you care?...Of course He does!

3.4.1. It is much easier to trust God when the sun is shining, 
than to trust Him when the storm is raging around us!

3.4.2. He does care if you drown!
3.4.3. Don’t be hasty to think He doesn’t care...even when your sinking & He seems to be asleep in the stern.

3.5. (39) Peace, be still – Or, “be muzzled, & stay muzzled”!
3.5.1. Lenski, “Put the muzzle on & keep it on!”
3.5.2. A great calm – A double miracle here. Because waves continue to dash high for some time after a heavy wind stops blowing.
3.5.2.1. Prov. 30:4 “Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, If you know?”

3.5.2.2. Job 38:4,11 “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding...When I said, ‘This far you may come, but no farther, And here your proud waves must stop!’”

3.5.3. Interesting, here we have “The Lord High Admiral of the sea” right next to “the Chicken of the sea”!

3.5.4. Jesus should be made your anchor, your rudder, your lighthouse, your life-boat, & your harbor!

3.5.5. Jesus, fully man(asleep from fatigue) & fully God(calming the storm).


3.6. (40) Seasoned sailors with cowardly terror.
3.6.1. Jesus didn’t stop w/the calming of the elements, for that wasn’t their greatest danger, it was the unbelief of their hearts!
3.6.1.1. Our greatest problems are within us not around us!

3.6.2. The Master that day taught His disciples that the cure for fear is faith!
3.6.2.1. Fear is looking at the storm; faith is looking at the Savior!
3.6.2.2. Fear is looking at the circumstances; faith is looking at God!

3.6.3. Oswald Chambers said, “Beware of worshipping Jesus as the Son of God, and professing your faith in Him as the Savior of the world, while you blaspheme Him by the complete evidence in your daily life that He is powerless to do anything in and through you.”


3.7. (41) Now they feared exceedingly, in a different way.
3.7.1. This time it was AWE in the face of the majestic power & presence of Christ.

3.7.2. Fear of God eliminates cowardly fear!
3.7.3. “The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom!”
3.7.4. [lit.] “Who then is this?” – They knew he could forgive sins, cast out demons, heal all sorts of diseases, but now even the wind & waves obeyed Him. 
3.7.4.1. This must mean He is in constant control of every situation!
3.7.4.2. Q: Which situation can you apply this truth to in your life?

3.8. At least 3 reasons why they shouldn’t have feared:
3.9. [1] They had His promise they were going to the other side!
3.9.1. “To the other side”, He didn’t say, “to the middle of the lake to be drowned!”

3.9.2. His commandments are His enablement’s! 
3.9.3. He didn’t promise an easy trip, but he did guarantee arrival at their destination. (so w/salvation)

3.10. [2] Jesus was with them!
3.10.1. They already had seen his power demonstrated in His miracles, they should have had complete confidence he could handle this situation.

3.10.2. They hadn’t realized he is Master of every situation!...Q: Have you?
3.10.2.1. Even…Bankruptcy, disease, tragedy, enslaved w/addiction, your fortunes lost in the stock market, a marriage lost to infidelity, one of your kids went prodigal on you.
3.10.2.2. Every situation?
3.10.2.3. A financial storm? A business storm? A professional storm? A college storm? A household storm? A marriage storm? A medical storm?

3.10.3. Again, His goal is to strengthen you…not shipwreck you!

3.11. [3] Jesus was perfectly at peace!
3.11.1. Ps.4:8 “I will both lie down in peace, and sleep; For You alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.”

3.12. Prayer: Dear Master of the Wind & Waves…
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