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“Fingers of Faith!”
1. Intro:
1.1. Ch.5 has 3 miracles – dealt w/1 last week.
1.1.1. let’s climb back into our boat with Jesus & head back to the other side.

1.2. Let’s watch how God brings faith into 2 individual’s lives, & also how he causes it to grow!

2. BACK IN CAPERNAUM! (21-24)
2.1. Last week we had one crowd that was relieved to see Jesus leave. This next group was waiting for Him to welcome Him.
2.1.1. Especially 2 people: Jairus & an anonymous woman.
2.1.1.1. One an important synagogue officer; the other an anonymous “nobody”!

2.1.2. Both were about to lose something: Jairus was about to lose a daughter who had given him 12 years of happiness. The woman was about to lose an affliction that had brought her 12 years of sorrow.

2.2. It wasn’t easy for Jairus to come to Jesus.
2.2.1. He definitely would have gotten flack from both the religious leaders & the other synagogue leaders.

2.2.2. His position meant he was in charge of the services, choosing one to pray, another to read the Scripture selections.

2.2.3. He was most likely present in the synagogue when the man with the withered hand was healed.

2.3. (24) So Jesus went with him - Watch as Jesus leads Jairus to Joyful Victory!
2.3.1. Jarius means “whom God enlightens”. 

2.4. My 7th grader is dying, my only daughter, but the healer had agreed to come with me…its all good…well, except for the crowds!
2.4.1. A multitude thronged him…& now an interruption, a delay! - This can’t be good!

2.4.2. Should I remind Him “I was 1st?” - Maybe not – “Just don’t let her die God.”
2.4.3. Q: Have you had a tragedy in your life like this, where one of your kids were hurt/sick very seriously?
2.4.3.1. I bet you would’ve done anything to save/heal your child?

2.4.3.2. I bet you’ve verbalized to the Lord, “Me Lord, but not my child!”

2.4.3.3. Then you understand fully that parental love!

2.4.3.4. As tough as a man you can find he will melt like butter if his child is sick. (Russian officer asking Jeff & I for prayer)

2.5. Jairus, an officer of the synagogue, was no doubt wealthy…but now comes one completely bankrupt.

2.5.1. We note that position & wealth are no protection from sickness, but pride can prevent its cure. (like w/Naaman in 2 Kings 5)

3. FINGERS OF FAITH! (25-34)
3.1. Her story seems to be a Parenthesis! 
3.1.1. Yet, all that happened was a giant parenthesis, from His birth to the cross!

3.2. HER PRESSURES:
3.2.1. Emotional – It would have sapped her strength day after day.

3.2.2. Mental - It was apparently incurable. She was at the end of her ropes.

3.2.3. Financial – She spent all that she had(26).
3.2.3.1. Dr. Luke seems to protect his profession by stating in his account “had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any,” (Lk.8:43) {i.e. an incurable disease}

3.2.4. There are a lot of doctors around proposing a cure!
3.2.4.1. Dr. Pleasure – or Dr. “feel-good”, has some sweet-medicines…but believe me they are laced w/poison.
3.2.4.2. Dr. Intelligence – will swell your head, but not give real solutions.
3.2.4.3. Dr. Religion – has never really filled the void in any heart.
3.2.4.4. Dr. Jesus –is the great physician w/the only permanent cure!

3.2.5. Societal – She defiled everyone she touched.
3.2.5.1. According to Lev.15:25-27 she was “unclean”.
3.2.6. Spiritual – This barred her from worship in the Temple.
3.3. This is a great picture of what sin does for you!
3.3.1. It is a terrible disease. It is terminal. It is a tremendous drain. It takes away our life blood. Sin never gives, only takes. It never adds life, only diminishes it.

3.3.2. Sin always takes you farther then you want to go; 
It will keep you longer then you want to stay; 
I will cost you more then you want to spend!

3.3.3. Sin will find you, bind you, & grind you!

3.4. HER POSSIBLE EXCUSES: She could have used a number of excuses to stay away from Jesus. 

3.4.1. {Listen, for you might presently be using these!!!}
3.4.2. [1] “I’m not important enough to ask Jesus for help!”
3.4.3. [2] “He’s busy going with this Jairus man, I won’t bother him!”
3.4.4. [3] “Nothing else I’ve tried has worked, why try again?”
3.4.4.1. The Talmud listed no less than 11 cures for this specific illness.

3.4.5. Take of the gun of Alexandria the weight of a small silver coin; of alum the same; of crocus the same. Let them be bruised together, & given in wine to the women that has an issue of blood. If this does not benefit take of Persian inions 3 pints; boil them in wine, & give her to drink, & say “Arise from thy flux.” If this does not cure her, set her in a place where 2 ways meet, & let her hold a cup of wine I her right hand, & let some one come behind her & frighten her, & say. “Arise from thy flux.”


3.4.6. [4] “It wasn’t right coming to Him as last resort!”
3.4.6.1. How many have put off a decision for Christ cuz “it wouldn’t be fare to come now…when all else has failed.” – Folks, he loves that!
3.4.6.2. Desperation is commonly the prelude to Grace!

3.4.7. Yet, she laid all these aside & came by faith to Jesus!
3.5. HER FAITH: It was weak, timid, & perhaps even superstitious.
3.5.1. She had to touch his garment.(28)
3.5.2. Maybe from 3:10 “For He healed many, so that as many as had afflictions pressed about Him to touch Him.”

3.6. (29) Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up – 
3.6.1. Not just the surface, but its very fountain/source.
3.6.2. Same w/sin in our life! Jesus doesn’t only deal w/the particular sins in our life, but most importantly the very fountain head of sin…in our heart!

3.7. (30-33) Who touched my clothes? - Q: Why does he ask this?
3.7.1. Here was a faith-touch that reached Him right through His clothes!
3.7.2. You’ve heard of Dine-n-Dash, well this was a failed attempt at Heal-n-Dash!

3.7.3. Oh, what a contact that was made between a believing sufferer & an Almighty Savior!

3.7.4. [1] For her sake – He wanted to be more than a “healer” to her. He wanted to be her savior & friend.

3.7.4.1. He wanted her to look into His face; feel His tenderness; & hear His loving words(she’d never have heard vs.34!)

3.7.4.2. She became the only woman to receive the endearing title of “daughter” from his lips! 

3.7.4.3. She also received a benediction of peace! “Made you well” meant more than physical healing...he gave her spiritual healing as well!
3.7.4.3.1. His peace only comes from the forgiveness of sin.
3.7.4.3.2. Rom.5:1 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,”

3.7.5. [2] For those around her sake – He helped her to share her testimony & thus glorify the Lord.

3.7.5.1. Ps.107:20,21 “He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions. Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, And for His wonderful works to the children of men!”

3.7.5.2. Ps.50:15 “I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”

3.7.6. [3] For Jairus’ sake – He needed all the encouragement he could get.

3.8. Q: I wonder, how many attend church every week & yet fail to touch the hem of Jesus garment by faith for spiritual blessing?

3.9. (33) Note, both found their answers at the feet of Jesus! (see vs.22)
3.10. (34) It is one thing to throng Him, & quite another to trust Him!
3.10.1. Augustine said, “Flesh presses, faith touches!”
3.11. This woman represents all of humanity. We are all ill. We have spent all our resources. Tried all of the world remedies. We must not fear our faith is too weak, immature, nor too ignorant. We must fear only one thing…that we let him pass w/o reaching out & touching him!

4. FAITHS LONG WALK TO VICTORY! (35-43)
4.1. Jairus was doubtless becoming more anxious & disturbed w/every passing moment that ticked by.
4.1.1. This must have felt like being in the back of an ambulance & then slowing down because of heavy traffic…then, complete grid lock!

4.2. (35) Then those words came…those he so greatly feared. “The teacher doesn’t care about your daughter. If he did he would have hurried!”

4.2.1. Remember the old cube camera flashes? - This must have been like one of those going off in his face. 

4.2.2. But then a quick reversal like in wrestling! (36)
4.2.3. 1st he had to trust for a healing...now a resurrection!
4.2.4. Well, now the stage was set for Jesus to perform His 1st resurrection.
4.3. (36) Jesus heard – or more accurately “ignored”(or refuses to hear).

4.4. It was the Lord’s words that made all the difference!
4.4.1. A Word of Faith – “Go on believing”! (36)
4.4.1.1. Sometimes God has delayed & we have wondered why?
4.4.1.2. That’s where we find strength & encouragement in daily bible reading, where he encourages us w/scriptures like these.

4.4.2. A Word of Hope – “The child is not dead, but sleeping”! (39)
4.4.3. A Word of Love & Power – “Little girl, I say to you arise”! (41)
4.4.3.1. Unbelief laughs at God’s word, but faith lays hold of it & experiences the power of God!

4.5. (41) Took the child by her hand – Jesus touching a dead body?
4.5.1. We notice Jesus wasn’t defiled by either of the ladies!
4.5.2. You will not defile my Lord if you bring Him all your sin!
4.5.3. This is the glory of Grace. - Instead of contaminating Christ by her touch, power went out of Him & cured her.

4.6. Talitha Cumi – “Damsel, arise”. [These were very tender words]
4.6.1. Possible the very words her mother would say to her to awaken her in the morning. 

4.6.2. I like in Creole, “Ti fi, leve” (or madamousel)

4.6.3. Maybe not the typical words used to awaken a Jr. Higher today!

4.6.4. Here is a beautiful blend of human tenderness & divine power!
4.6.5. Wow! Jesus just walks in & confronts death!

4.6.6. Also note the 1st thing she saw was Jesus face, then her parents, then 3 enraptured apostles.
4.6.6.1. This is a great proto-resurrection for all believers. [Jesus face, & the rest of the church!]

4.7. She not only came back to life but also was healed of her sickness, as we see she was able to walk(42) & eat(43).

4.7.1. “Something should be given her to eat” – Note, divine miracles never replace common sense human care!

4.8. Lessons learned:
4.8.1. God doesn’t always rescue His people from danger or heal every affliction…but it does mean that he holds the ultimate authority & that we need never fear!
4.8.1.1. In this case he had compassion on the parents & brought her back from heaven.
4.8.1.2. Maybe in your case Jesus had compassion on your child instead & didn’t make her come back to this world?

4.8.2. What we do in the crisis always depends on whether we see the difficulties in the light of God, or God in the shadow of the difficulties. -- G. Campbell Morgan

4.8.3. No situation in your life is so desperate that Jesus cannot work.
4.8.3.1. Disease, delays, & even death are under His control.

4.8.3.2. No matter how depressing your situation may appear…“Do not be afraid; only believe!”
� Kent Hughes pg.125; quoting Vincent’s Word Studies.





