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Mark 6:1-29







7-13-03
“Rejection; Commission; & The Death of Conscience!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Divine Dance – Shannon Kubiak. (book signing in bookstore)
1.1.1. Becky’s daughter, Jr. at Biola as a journalism major.
1.2. Welcome Ramsey’s: Mike & Lori(Jillian, Joshua) (Hello next Sunday)
1.3. Welcome Felkner’s: Dennis & Marcia(Aaron, Heidi & Bryce)
1.4. Outline: Rejection; Commission; & The Death of Conscience.
2. REJECTION! (1-6)
2.1. (2 & 6) His neighbors were astonished at what He said & did; 
Jesus was astonished(marveled) at their unbelief that wouldn’t let Him do more.

2.1.1. Mt.9:29 “According to your faith let it be to you.”
2.1.1.1. “Context”…2 blind men when asked, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?"…"Yes, Lord."

2.1.2. Ps.78:41 “Yes, again and again they tempted God, And limited the Holy One of Israel.”

2.1.3. Ask God to strengthen your faith so that you can glorify Him!
2.1.3.1. Rom.4:20,21 “He(Ab) did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.”

2.1.4. Only 2 occasions are recorded regarding Jesus marveling!
2.1.4.1. 1st – The Roman Centurion(w/the sick servant) who understood Jesus authority, When Jesus heard these things, He marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd that followed Him, “I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” (Lk.7:9)

2.1.4.2. 2nd – Here, of the unbelief from those it was expected to be found(His own townsmen).

2.1.4.3. See the importance of faith!!!

2.1.5. Q: How would you define unbelief? Unbelief & faith are opposites. 
2.1.5.1. “If faith is the capacity to receive what God wants to give, unbelief is the willful refusal to receive what God wants to give.”

2.1.5.2. They erected a barrier of unbelief…Have you?

2.1.5.3. In all unbelief there are these two things: a good opinion of one's self and a bad opinion of God. [Horatius Bonar]

2.1.5.4. A.W.Tozer said, “Every man will have to decide for himself whether or not he can afford the terrible luxury of unbelief.”

2.2. (2,3) Back in the home church(syn.) he would have attended as a child & young man!
2.2.1. Where did He get this wisdom? He never went to rabbinical school.
2.2.2. He was the carpenter in town. 
2.2.2.1. Imagine your favorite town mechanic coming back & preaching. (or electrician ()`

2.3. The Carpenter – Now there’s a fit place for Jesus, as he came to earth to build a ladder from earth to heaven!
2.3.1. Jn.1:51 "Most assuredly, I say to you(Nathanael), hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."
2.3.2. The ladder that Jacob saw, was now replaced by the Son of man …Gods link w/earth. 

2.3.3. Actually carpenter was a general term, including a skilled worker in stone and metal, as well as wood.”

2.4. (4) “A prophet is not without honor…” – Jesus quotes a familiar proverb of his day here.
2.4.1. Today we say, “familiarity breeds contempt.”

3. COMMISSION! (7-13)
3.1. (7) 2 by 2 – The advantages were obvious. One can help the other in times of danger, discouragement, doubt or disease.
3.1.1. Eccl.4:10 “For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, For he has no one to help him up.”

3.1.2. We instituted a policy back in the mid 80’s that we wouldn’t travel alone!

3.2. (8,9) Q: If the disciples take no provisions for themselves, on whom must they rely? (trust God & depend on the hospitality of the people)
3.2.1. Alfred Plummer said, “Make no elaborate preparations, as if you were going on a long journey on your own business; you are going a short journey on mine.”

3.3. (11) Q: What were they to do if they met resistance?
3.3.1. Shaking off the dust - represented a strong symbolic gesture of rejection…i.e. “Keep your own dust!”

3.3.2. Paul & Barnabas did this when leaving Pisidian Antioch(Acts 13:51)

3.4. (12) Q: What were they to preach? (repentance)
3.4.1. Interesting: the word repent/repentance occurs only 3x’s in Mark.
3.4.1.1. 1:4 (John) “John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance.”

3.4.1.2. 1:4 (Jesus) “Repent, and believe in the gospel.”
3.4.1.3. 6:12 (And now it is passed on to those who follow Jesus… the 12) “So they went out and preached that people should repent.”

3.5. 6 principles remain from this original “Commando Mission”!
3.5.1. [1] Companion – wise to have a helper when you can {2x2}
3.5.2. [2] Dependence – go out in His power only {He gave them power}
3.5.3. [3] Urgency - no time to waste {take nothing}
3.5.4. [4] Not Pushy – don’t shove the dove! {vs.11} especially on those who are plainly not interested. "Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine,” [need great sensitivity here]
3.5.5. [5] Preach Repentance – {vs.12}
3.5.6. [6] Pray – ask may I pray for you for anything?  {vs.13}


3.6. Read – Carry – Share! - The Pocket Testament league. (Eric Greer)
3.6.1. Become a member, & make it your goal in life to…
3.6.2. READ God’s Word each day.
3.6.3. CARRY God’s Word w/you. (the small gospel of John - show)
3.6.4. SHARE God’s Word w/others(gospel of John) as God gives opportunity.

3.6.5. I’ll read just one testimony of TPTL {Read Gen. Douglas MacArthur}

3.6.6. We have one(gospel of John) available for all who stop by the booth.
3.6.6.1. Then give it to someone this week/today.
3.6.6.2. Also Aaron has some tracks back there to grab also.
3.6.7. We hope you’ll also sign up as a member as you will receive as many gospels as you need from TPTL.
3.6.7.1. Your cost? Free…just promise to Read, Carry, Share!
3.6.7.2. Freely you have received, freely give.

3.7. Q: How do you think they felt when they went out? (Not much training at this point, pretty nervous?)
3.8. Q: How do you think they felt when they returned? (Pretty excited to tell their story)

3.9. Notice the account of the sending out of the 12 is interrupted by the story of Herod & John(see vs.30).

4. THE DEATH OF CONSCIENCE! (14-29)
4.1. I hear conscience talking! (starting to plague him)
4.2. (17) Herod Antipas – 
4.2.1. Herod Antipas went to Rome. Stayed with his ½ bro Philip 1. He was intrigued with Herodias his wife.
4.2.1.1. The two eloped, although both were married at the time.
4.2.1.2. Oh, & Philip 1 was Herodias’ uncle. Which she now left for her other uncle!

4.2.2. Lk.3:19 “But Herod the tetrarch, being rebuked by him concerning Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done,”

4.2.3. Herodias’ marriage to Antipas, while her proper husband and his proper wife were still living, was aggravating to the Jews because she was a Jewess and belonged to the royal family; and their evil reputation was the more conspicuous in that Herod Antipas was the ruler of the Jews and had shamelessly defied the Jewish laws (Lev.18:18; 20:21).

4.2.4. They seem to be the NT Ahab & Jezebel!
4.2.4.1. In both cases the husband was weak & vacillating, 
The wife wicked & scheming.

4.3. (20) Now note this, “Herod feared John…& heard him gladly.”
4.3.1. Here we have a man caught in 2 minds! - He Rejects him but Respects him.

4.3.2. He’s fascinated by his message, but afraid of its consequences!
4.3.2.1. Q: Do you ever find yourself in a similar dilemma? Caught between conscience & lifestyle?

4.3.3. Herod loved John, but he never loved John’s Master!
4.3.3.1. Loved John in that “he protected him” (i.e. from Herodias, & that by keeping him in prison?) Coward!

4.3.4. What a contrast between them…Herod/Coward; John/Courage! 

4.3.5. Herod was a quasi follower of John, but never a follower of Jesus.
4.3.6. Maybe you have a favorite pastor that you admire & love to hear preach…Yet the pastors Master may be completely unknown to you!

4.3.7. Warning - You will spiritually travel only as far as Herod, & no farther, unless Grace leads you to Jesus Christ.

4.4. Q: In terms of the parable of the sower, what king of soil was he?
4.4.1. 4:16-19 – Stony ground, & amongst thorns.

4.5. (22) Josephus tells us her name was Salome. 
4.5.1. Oh & by the way, she ends up marrying her great uncle Philip. Lk.3:1

4.5.2. No real princess would think of dancing this sensuous dance, in front of the drinking guests like a slave girl.
4.5.2.1. And SNAP went the Herodias trap!
4.5.3. Pride will not allow him to go back on his word.
4.6. (29) Well Herod, you can silence one voice, but you cannot silence the Word of God!!!

4.7. Q: You know John paid the price for his outspokenness – should he have been a little more sensitive?
4.7.1. Q: What are some issues the church should be speaking up about in society today? (Morality, Sexual Purity, Modesty, Abortion, Homosexuality)

4.7.2. But most importantly what the church needs to speak up about…about the Good News of His Grace, His Love, & Forgiveness of sins!

4.8. I think the greatest enemy of world evangelization is Christians discussing, arguing, & endlessly talking about it, rather than doing it!
4.8.1. During his ministry John Wesley rode over 250,000 miles on horseback, a distance equal to ten circuits of the globe along the equator. He preached over 40,000 sermons!...Let’s go across the street!
