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“The Death of Conscience!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Divine Dance – Shannon Kubiak. (book signing in bookstore)
1.1.1. Becky’s daughter is a senior journalism major at Biola Univ.
1.1.2. Grew up here at CCM & taught these principles to our young ladies here, which ultimately became this book.
1.2. Mike & Lori Ramsey - (Jillian, Joshua)
2. THE DEATH OF CONSCIENCE! (14-29)
2.1. [1] A TROUBLED CONSCIENCE! (14,15) 
2.2. I hear conscience talking! (starting to plague him)
2.3. What is a conscience anyway?
2.3.1. One teenager defined it as, “Something that makes you tell your mom before your sister does!”

2.3.2. Kent Hughes said,“it is the warning light that goes off in your soul.”
2.3.3. “It’s a Walkie-Talkie in your heart by which God speaks to you.”
2.3.4. “It’s a moral Beeper that goes off when you do wrong.”
2.3.5. Mark Twain said, “An uneasy conscience is a hair in the mouth.”
2.3.5.1. He also said, “Man is the only animal that blushes, and the only animal that needs to.”

2.3.6. Paul said in Rom.2:14,15 “for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them)”
2.3.6.1. It accuses or excuses what you do!

2.4. [2] A TORMENTED CONSCIENCE! (16)
2.5. The “I” is emphatic in the Greek. “I am the one – I did it”. The sense is that he said it again & again.

2.5.1. “I did this”…Yet not a confession. [Volleyball players say, “My bad”!]
2.6. [3] A GUILTY CONSCIENCE! (17-19) 
2.7. (17) Herod Antipas – was his father’s son in all that was worst in his father’s character. (Herod the Great, patriarch of the corrupt Herodian dynasty)

2.7.1. He went to Rome. Stayed with his ½ bro Philip 1. He was intrigued with Herodias his wife.

2.7.2. The two eloped, although both were married at the time.
2.7.3. Oh, & Philip 1 was Herodias’ uncle. Which she now left for her other uncle!

2.7.4. So here Herod Antipas married his niece & his sister-in-law.
2.7.5. What “matrimonial mayhem” we find in this family!
2.8. [4] A STIRRED CONSCIENCE! [i.e. John’s!] (18)
2.9. (18) The tense of the verb indicates that John repeatedly said, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife”.

2.9.1. Luke tells us he also said more! (3:19) “But Herod the tetrarch, being rebuked by him concerning Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done,”

2.9.2. They seem to be the Ahab & Jezebel of the NT!
2.9.2.1. In both cases the husband was weak & vacillating, 
The wife wicked & scheming.

2.9.2.2. And as Ahab & Jezebel had their Elijah to confront their sin, Herod & Herodias had their John the Baptist!

2.10. Q: You know John paid the price for his outspokenness – should he have been a little more sensitive?

2.10.1. It will cost you to denounce sin, in your work place, school, job site!
2.10.2. Q: Are you faithful to deliver the message of God to those who are erring? Whether it’s to a friend at fault, or a guilty couple.

2.10.3. Q: What are some issues the church should be speaking up about in society today? (Morality, Sexual Purity, Modesty, Abortion, Homosexuality)

2.10.4. But most importantly what the church needs to speak up about…about the Good News of His Grace, His Love, & Forgiveness of sins
2.11. [5] A DOUBLE-MINDED CONSCIENCE! (20)
2.12. (20) 1st troubled by God, now by the man of God!
2.13. Now note this, “Herod feared John…& heard him gladly.”
2.13.1. Here we have a man caught in 2 minds! - He Rejects him but Respects him.

2.13.2. He alternated between the bed of Herodias, & the cell of John!
2.13.3. He loved the beauty of a holy life, but he loved his sin as well!
2.13.4. He’s fascinated by his message, but afraid of its consequences!
2.13.4.1. Q: Do you ever find yourself in a similar dilemma? Caught between conscience & lifestyle?

2.13.5. Herod loved John, but he never loved John’s Master!
2.13.5.1. Loved John in that “he protected him” (i.e. from Herodias, & that by keeping him in prison?) Coward!

2.13.5.2. History - Josephus tells us this all took place in Machaerus (Ma-keer-is). A desert fortress-palace perched 3800’ above the Dead Sea(East side). Below were dungeons which can still be seen today w/their iron hooks.


2.13.6. What a contrast between them… “Herod the Coward; John the Courageous!”
2.13.6.1. Herod a mighty monarch, John an imprisoned preacher…yet the king is afraid of him!

2.13.7. Herod was a quasi follower of John, but never a follower of Jesus.
2.13.8. We have gotten so used to “Light” this & that.
2.13.8.1. Like, “Pepsi-Light!” “Bud-Light!” – And now our culture has forced us to drink…“Jesus light!”

2.13.8.2. A little bit of Jesus is ok, Lets’ just not get fanatical about Him!

2.13.9. Maybe you have a favorite pastor that you admire & love to hear preach…Yet the pastors Master may be completely unknown to you!
2.13.9.1. Like George Whitefield & Ben. Franklin…“the religious odd couple” as they were called.

2.13.10. Warning - You will spiritually travel only as far as Herod & no farther, unless Grace leads you to Jesus Christ.

2.14. [6] A TRAPPED CONSCIENCE! (21-25)
2.15. (21) A little wine, a little drunken passion, a little lust…a receipt for disaster,…especially for this Tipsy Tetrarch!

2.16. (22) SNAP went the Herodias trap!
2.16.1. Sin is like a spider weaving a web…it starts with one little strand!
2.16.2. Remember that’s what Jesus said, “Go, tell that fox, 'Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.’”…Well the hounds just treed the fox!

2.17. Josephus tells us their daughter’s name was Salome. 
2.17.1. Oh & by the way, she ends up marrying her great uncle Philip. Lk.3:1

2.17.2. No real princess would think of dancing this sensuous dance, in front of the drinking guests like a slave girl.

2.17.3. Pride will not allow him to go back on his word.
2.17.3.1. Herodias’ web is weaved. 
Herod’s conscience is the fly now caught in the middle.

2.17.3.2. “I can’t avoid the wrong, & I can’t do what’s right!”
2.18. But wait a minute, here lies a wonderful compliment for John…“his head was worth half the kingdom!!!”

2.19. [7] A SEARED CONSCIENCE! (26-29)
2.20. (26) Sorry, but seared none the less!
2.20.1. “Exceedingly sorry” – is only used 1 other time(Mrk14:34) & it was when Jesus was in the garden & said, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death.”

2.20.2. As per Herod’s soul, this was God’s loving last Shock-Treatment for his heart…“Clear!” (Defibrillator)

2.21. Something else trapped Herod & that was his pride!
2.21.1. Don’t we struggle w/the same problem, “what will they say?”
2.22. (27) And now he plunges on the toboggan slide of sin.
2.23. (28) Don’t feel sorry for John. He got an instant trip to glory!
2.23.1. Feel sorry for Herod. For his party was over. His lights about to go out.
2.23.2. The guillotine fell on Herod’s head that day!
2.23.2.1. He took Johns head…but lost his own conscience!


2.24. (29) Mt.14:12 “Then his disciples came and took away the body and buried it, and went and told Jesus.”
2.24.1. Q: What did Jesus think of John? (Mt.11:11) “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist;”

2.24.2. Q: Where do you go if someone close to you dies? Where do you take your hurts? “take them to Jesus” like the disciples did!

2.25. Well Herod, you can silence one voice, but you cannot silence the Word of God!!!

2.26. [8] A DEAD CONSCIENCE! (Lk.23:8-12)
2.27. This is the last biblical record of Herod.
2.27.1. This is shortly before the crucifixion. - Come on Herod last chance tell it all to Jesus! Silence the voice of your tormented conscience!

2.27.2. Now read the passage!
2.27.3. Jesus answered him not a word! There was no need to. 
2.27.4. His conscience was long dead, buried, & the tomb of his heart sealed!

2.28. The End of his story? - Herodias prevailed on Herod Antipas to accompany her to Rome to demand a favor. 

2.28.1. Instead Caligula(new Emperor) banished him to Lyons in Gaul, where he died in great misery.
 
2.28.2. His new buddy Pilate also was stripped of power and died in shameful exile with him.

2.29. Herod lost his conscience. It was 1st lovingly troubled, then tormented, then guilt ridden, next double-minded, finally trapped, subsequently seared,…& lastly Dead as a door nail!

2.29.1. It’s important for you to take care of your conscience. It can be dulled! It can be seared!

2.30. America has lost its conscience, the voice of its moral conscience.
2.30.1. We refer to England as Post-Christian & gospel rejecting…now we bear the same banner in America, where at one time we could honestly say, “In God We trusted!”
2.30.2. Today we hold to a diseased spiritism which can never deliver the conscience!
2.31. [9] A CLEANSED CONSCIENCE! (End)
2.32. Heb.9:14 “…the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”

2.33. Heb.10:19,22 “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus,”…“let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”

2.33.1. Q: How about you? Jesus offers you a clean conscience for you today!
2.33.1.1. Herod stood face to face with Christ…today I have just placed Jesus in front of you…what will you do?
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