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“The Lord is my Shepherd!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Outline: [1] He makes me to lie down in green pastures! [2] He leads me beside still waters! [3] He restores my soul!
2. “HE MAKES ME LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES”! (30-44)
2.1. Their Return & their Report! (30)
2.2. Their Rest! (31,32)
2.3. "Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while."
2.3.1. Every weary Christian worker needs to hear those words by Christ!
2.3.2. “We need times when we smooth out the wrinkles of our soul, get alone w/God, refresh our bodies, & then get ready to serve the Lord again.”


2.3.3. A rest is much needed - but is not to be!

2.4. Their Interrupted Rest! (33,34)
2.4.1. Eager to be w/Christ they ran around the North shoreline.
2.4.2. Instead of resenting their interruption, He was gripped w/compassion!
2.4.2.1. Q: How do you react when your plans are unexpectedly spoilt?

2.4.2.2. Jesus saw this crowd not as a mob, but as individuals.
2.4.3. We all look at people through different lenses. - We all have the gift of sizing people up, & we can do it in seconds. 
2.4.3.1. As a beautician maybe you are 1st to notice someone’s hairstyle? Someone who is physically fit may quickly size someone up to see whether they are in shape or not? If your into name brands you can spot labels within seconds. 

2.4.3.2. What Jesus noticed was that “they looked like sheep w/o a shepherd!” (They were a leaderless crowd!)

2.4.3.3. Q: Know anyone that could be described that way? – How can we help them to find the Good Shepherd?
 
2.5. Their Respite! (35-44)
2.5.1. The only miracle found in all 4 gospels (except for the Res.)
2.5.2. (35,36) Here they remind Jesus it was a deserted place. (There wasn’t a McDonalds, Jack-n-the-Box, Burger King, not even a Starbucks for miles!)

2.5.3. Send them away - Never send someone away who is hungry!
2.5.3.1. Spiritual hunger! - Deut. 8:3 “man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD.”

2.5.3.2. We do our best here at CCM to feed all that come in hungry most every night of the week!

2.5.3.3. When one is spiritually hungry no material thing will ever quench it! - Only Jesus & His word can do that!

2.5.3.4. Emotional hunger! – People are lonely, in need of companionship, need a special friend, somebody to care for them, they need attention & affection. 

2.5.3.5. Physical hunger! – “Whoever shuts his ears to the cry of the poor will also cry himself and not be heard.” Prov.21:13

2.5.4. (37) Jesus will give us seemingly impossible challenges, “you give them something to eat!”
2.5.4.1. May this be written on every church, & upon each of our hearts! [We have the bread that satisfies!!!]

2.5.5. (37b) 200 denari – Leave Jesus out of your calculations…& you’ll come up short every time!

2.5.5.1. Oh, they were keenly aware of the need, but powerless to meet it.

2.5.5.2. Standing before them was the One who created the Heavens & the earth! – One who had all power!

2.5.5.3. So, the 1st step is not to measure our resources, but to determine God’s will & trust Him to meet the need.
2.5.5.3.1. e.g. Our property thus far!

2.5.6. 5 loaves & 2 fish – Q: What do you have to offer to the Master?
2.5.6.1. Oh, I only have this little staff…“hold it up Moses, & I’ll part Seas with it!”
2.5.6.2. Oh, I only have this little alabaster jar of perfume…“pour it out Mary, & it will anoint My body for burial.”
Oh, I only have this little rock…“place it in the sling David, & we’ll slay giants together!”
2.5.6.3. Oh, I only have this little mantle…“roll it up Elisha, & smite the Jordan & it will part.”
2.5.6.4. Oh, I only have my womb…“I will use it Mary, & will place inside it the Son of God!”
2.5.6.5. Oh, I only have this limestone Tomb…“I’ll borrow it Joseph of Arimathea, for I only need it for a weekend!”

2.5.6.6. Q: What do you have to offer to the Master?
2.5.6.6.1. However little it is, placed in the hands of Jesus, he can make a whole lot out of it!

2.5.6.6.2. Little is much when God is in it!

2.5.6.7. Look at a new ministry we have that Ines Huard (Brian’s mom)started…“I only have a crocheting needle & some yarn”…“I will use it Ines, & we’ll make lap robes & blankets for our local convalescent & retirement home friends!”

2.5.7. (39) Green Grass – Just to show you how detailed Scripture is…in Johns account(6:4) he mentions it is right before Passover (i.e. spring time) that is the only time of year there is green grass.

2.5.7.1. Here he makes them to “lie down I green pastures!” Ps.23:2
2.5.7.2. Ezek.34:14,15 "I will feed them in good pasture, and their fold shall be on the high mountains of Israel. There they shall lie down in a good fold and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. "I will feed My flock, and I will make them lie down," says the Lord GOD.”

2.5.7.3. Ps.78:19 “Yes, they spoke against God: They said, "Can God prepare a table in the wilderness?” (He sure did!)

2.5.7.4. Green? – It can never be eaten bare little sheep!
2.5.7.4.1. For 2000 yrs. Christ’s sheep have been eating green grass & yet its pasture is as green as ever!

2.5.8. (40) Sat down in ranks – (lit. , ) a garden bed. Refers to the arrangement in rows, like a well-kept flower bed.

2.5.8.1. Everyone was in orderly fashion. – They must have looked literally like “flower beds”.

2.5.8.2. Jesus does everything decently & in order!
2.5.9. (41) Blessed & broke – We are not manufacturers, we are only distributors! (the miracle took place in Jesus hands, not theirs!)

2.5.10. (42) All ate & were filled – Q: What is the hunger in your life? Jesus can provide!
2.5.10.1. Our responsibility is to find those people who are hungry & give them Jesus Christ.
2.5.10.2. Quite a contrast between Herod’s sensual feast!

2.5.11. (43) Good news for you waiters & waitresses out their…“the waiters here receive their tip!”
2.5.11.1. Jesus didn’t only feed the 5000, but he taught the 12…even sends them home w/a doggie-bag reminder!

2.5.11.2. Instead of telling Jesus what to do (vs.35,36) he brings them back into service “as waiters”!

2.6. Main lesson? – Jesus gave them something impossible or preposterous to do in their own strength. 
2.6.1. Jesus furnished the power to multiply the loaves…but His disciples cared for the distribution.

2.6.2. When Jesus gives us a command…He enables us!

2.7. Oh, that we might face up to our own inadequacy, & learn that Jesus is able to cope w/any crisis!
2.7.1. Oh, that we might learn again total dependence upon Him!

2.8. It is good to be on the mountaintop if you don’t get careless & step off a cliff!
2.8.1. “Spiritual blessings must be balanced with burdens & battles! Otherwise we’d all be a bunch of pampered children instead of mature sins & daughters.”


3. “HE LEADS ME BESIDE STILL WATERS”! (45-52)
3.1. Q: Why this urgency? – The answer is in John’s account.
3.1.1. Jn.6:15 “Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone.”

3.2. (48) They were battling this storm all night, their arms were tired, sore, aching, their bodies filled with pain & fatigue.
3.2.1. Again Jesus sent them right into this storm. Obeying Jesus isn’t always easy!
3.2.2. Sometimes it is hard to do the will of God!

3.2.3. Notice also that Jesus saw them while they were straining.
3.2.3.1. He “saw them” they didn’t have to send up a flare, or wave a white flag, nor radio in “Mayday, Mayday!”
3.2.3.2. Jesus saw their dilemma, but chose to wait several hours before he got their (4th watch/3am).

3.2.4. “Would have passed them by” – Like on the road to Emmaus when Jesus acted as if he was going to go on further(Lk.24:28 “Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He indicated that He would have gone farther.”) W/o invitation the risen Jesus will not stay. 
3.2.4.1. Another passing by is when God passed by Moses at Sinai in the cleft of the rock!(Ex.33:19,22)

3.2.4.2. Another is Elijah at Horeb(1 Kings 19:11,12)when the Lord passed by. He wasn’t in the wind, earthquake, nor fire, but in the still small voice!

3.3. (51) I’d rather be in the midst of a storm & have the presence of Christ then be in calm waters & Jesus be nowhere around!
3.3.1. “It’s better to have Christ in a crisis, than to have life-as-usual w/o His presence!”

3.3.2. “He leads me beside still waters!” (1 = contemplative, the other = Active)
3.3.3. They had seen Him calm a storm, now they get to see Him trample it under foot!

3.4. (52) They had already forgotten the miracle of the loaves...for their heart was hardened.
3.5. Main lesson? – We need to trust Him even when he is not physically there alongside!
3.5.1. He will come to us…We will reach shore!
3.6. This is where Peter walked on water!
3.6.1. It’s easy to criticize Peter for “sinking” but when was the last time you got out of the boat yourself?

4. “HE RESTORES MY SOUL”! (53-56)
4.1. Plain of Gennesaret – West shore of Galilee. Not far So. of Jerusalem.
4.2. Hurting people! – Some of you are going through the trauma of a divorce. - Others battle the hurts that come w/the husband or wife that drinks too much. - Or the parent that is verbally abusive. 
4.2.1. We Christians are to find those hurting people & get them to Jesus! - Bring them to the One who has power to heal!
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