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“All these evil things come from…within!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Intro Story: When I 1st started traveling abroad I used to enjoy finding wonderful deals on watches over seas. They looked nice…but only lasted about a week…if that!
1.1.1. No matter how often I wound it or how many times I changed the hands…it just didn’t help. [they did have correct time twice a day!]

1.1.2. The most important thing about a watch is “to tell time”. So, what is most important is what is inside!

1.2. Outline: [1] The Delegation [2] The Degradation [3] The Defilement.
1.3. Lucy said to Charlie Brown, "Life is a mystery Charlie Brown -- do you know the answer?" - Charlie Brown answered, "Be kind.  Don't smoke.  Be prompt.  Smile a lot.  Eat sensibly.  Avoid cavities and mark your ballot carefully. Avoid too much sun.  Send overseas packages early. Love all creatures above and below. Insure your belongings and try to keep the ball low...."  Before he can get out another platitude, Lucy interrupts:  "Hold real still," she says, "because I am going to hit you a very sharp blow upon the nose!"
1.3.1. The Pharisees deserved this same blow on the nose!

2. DEFILEMENT! (1-23)
2.1. THE DELEGATION! (1-5)
2.2. (1) A delegation of religious leaders from Jerusalem travel 100 miles to check Jesus out.
2.2.1. Jesus ministry is front page news & has reached all the way down to Jerusalem.

2.2.2. These men didn’t come to see if Jesus was the Messiah…but instead to find “a fly in the ointment”…& to this end, they were masters!

2.3. This was not a matter of personal hygiene but of religious ritual.
2.3.1. They ate w/their hands so of course they’d wash up before a meal, but this was dealing with “their prescribed ceremonial washing”!

2.4. (3) “In a special way” – literally means “w/the fist”. Exact meaning unknown. Some think “up to the elbow.”(Like a doctor or nurse “scrubs up”)

2.5. Traditions of the elders – The Mishna at the end of the 2nd century said, “Tradition is the fence around the law.”
2.5.1. I think the Law needed protecting about as much as a lion in a field needs protection around him!

2.6. During the late 2nd century AD, these oral teachings(traditions) were written down in what was called the Mishnah(a book of 6 divisions: agriculture, festivals, marriage, civil life, crime, & ceremonies)

2.6.1. To this was added a commentary called the Gemara. 
2.6.2. Together the Mishnah & the Gemara formed the Talmud.
2.6.3. These contained 248 commandments(“thou shalts!”); 
And 365 prohibitions(“thou shalt nots!”)

2.6.4. As one Rabbi put it, “The Scriptures are water, the Mishnah is wine; the Gemara spiced wine.”


2.7. The Jewish Mishnah contained no less than 30 ch.’s on the cleansing of vessels.
2.7.1. This Hand washing ritual came from the command for priests to wash their hands(Ex.30:19; 40:12). It was a reminder to come to God “clean”(i.e. w/clean hearts!)

2.7.2. All pious Jews started doing this about 200 yrs before Christ.
2.7.3. So, by Jesus day, it was firmly entrenched as a requirement for those who wanted to be clean!
2.7.3.1. They completely lost the original idea of clean hearts!

2.7.4. Edersheim in The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah outlines the most elaborate of Jewish washings. Water jars were kept ready to be used before a meal.  The minimum amount of water to be used was a quarter of a log, which is defined as enough to fill one and a half eggshells.  The water was first poured on both hands, held with the fingers pointed upwards, and must run up the arm as far as the wrist.  It must drop off from the wrist, for the water was now itself unclean, having touched the unclean hands, and, if it ran down the fingers again, it would again render them unclean. The process was repeated with the hands held in the opposite direction, with the fingers pointing down; and then finally each hand was cleansed by being rubbed with the fist of the other.  A really strict Jew would do all this, not only before a meal, but also between each of the courses.

2.8. DEGRADATION! (6-13)
2.9. (6) Honor w/lips, but not heart – Jesus says, “I’ll tell you why My disciples don’t keep YOUR ‘traditions’!” – “Look what Isaiah said would happen when tradition takes the place of truth!”(6,7)

2.9.1. There is a big difference between tradition & truth!
2.9.1.1. Tradition is outward; Truth is inward. - Tradition has to do w/ritual; Truth has to do w/reality. - Tradition is something you keep; Truth is something that keeps you.

2.9.2. “What a tragedy that religious people would ignorantly practice their religion & become worse for doing it!”

2.9.2.1. Not, “well as long as they’re sincere!”
2.10. (6b) Heart is far from me – You can’t think your way into the kingdom of God!
2.10.1. “Christianity is a rational faith, a reasonable faith, but you do not get into the kingdom head 1st. You get into the kingdom heart 1st!”


2.11. (7) Hypocrites – “You folks have turned religion into play-acting!”
2.11.1. WE are hypocritical when we talk about love but never love; 
Talk about forgiving but never forgive; 
Talk about witnessing but never witness!

2.12. (11) “But you say…” – 
2.12.1. I see many moms place a very thin blanket over their babies in their strollers(keep the sun out). But what would happen if they just kept placing blanket after blanket…it doesn’t matter how thin these blankets were…the baby would suffocate.

2.12.2. Over the years the Pharisees had overlaid the biblical teaching w/vast amounts of spoken teaching blankets & oral tradition blankets.

2.12.3. Though admirable, the original aim of protecting the baby became its demise.

2.13. (10-13) Now Jesus gives an illustration of the point He just made.
2.13.1. 1st he quoted from Isaiah & now He’ll pull from Moses…how can the Pharisees argue with the Law & Prophets? 
2.14. Corban – He explains to his Roman audience this Hebrew word… “a gift to God” or “devoted to God”.
2.14.1. If a son wanted to avoid his responsibility, of caring for his parents in later life, he simply needed to declare his money “Corban”… dedicated to God!

2.14.2. So, by observing what man allowed they could avoid what God required!

2.14.3. Jesus was then concerned about how we take care of our parents.
2.14.3.1. How does this work itself out in practice?

2.14.4. And this was just one example of many, claimed Jesus(13).

2.15. Note the digression here: {4 layers of blankets that smother!}
2.15.1. [1](vs.7) Replacing!
[2](vs.8) Neglecting!
[3](vs.9) Rejecting!
[4](vs.13) Invalidating!...the Word of God.

2.15.2. Aren’t these the steps of most “Cults”? – Teachings that are built around a prophet or prophetess whose writings eventually replace the Word of God!

2.15.3. What a false confidence man’s traditions have given to so many “sincere” people.

2.15.4. As if what you do on the outside, will somehow change the inside?

2.16. Q: So what is the balance or safe place with “tradition”?
2.16.1. [1] Learn from what other Christian communities have learned over the years (i.e. traditions of old)
2.16.2. [2] Never put it on the same level as the bible!
2.16.3. [3] We must constantly differentiate between what is Scriptural & authoritative & traditions which may or may not be relevant or helpful at any given time.
2.16.3.1. (i.e. Scriptural - the church meets weekly on the 1st day of the week. But tradition dictates time & location & what we do when we meet)
2.16.4. [4] Scripture is God-breathed – Tradition is man-made!
2.16.5. [5] Scripture is from God & is Authoritative & Primary; Tradition is from man & is secondary & must remain flexible.
2.16.6. [6] Traditions must always be subordinate to God’s Word.
2.16.7. [7] We must constantly assess our traditions in the light of Scripture.

2.17. Q: What traditions will we hand down to the next generation yet consider them “doctrine”?
2.17.1. Will we at Calvary require the next generation to wear Hawaiian shirts; lead worship w/an acoustic guitar; use aluminum communion trays; & have a Dove as our focal point?

2.17.2. One generation, “your hairs too long”; this generation “your hairs to short, I makes you look mean!”

2.17.3. We can’t pass on Non-Essentials; we need to pass on Jesus!

2.18. DEFILEMENT! (14-23)
2.19. The issue? – “Outward religious traditions vs. Inward living faith!”
2.19.1. Imagine the disciples requesting of Jesus, “Lord, teach us to… wash!”

2.20. (15) William Barclay calls this “well-nigh the most revolutionary passage in the N.T.”
2.20.1. Dr. Vincent Taylor said, [Jesus’ pronouncement] “…was destined to free Christianity form the bondage of legalism.”

2.21. (19) It is the heart that must be changed!
2.21.1. External rituals cannot do that!
2.21.2. The capacity for fellowship w/God is not spoilt by outward things like unclean hands but by personal sin.


2.21.3. Q: What’s the difference between a Dennis Rodman & a Kolby Bryant? (1 has the dirty image, the other the clean image for years)
2.21.3.1. Don’t look outside…look inside…Both need Jesus!

2.21.4. Prov.4:23 “Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.”

2.22. (21,22) Here Jesus gives us a catalogue of 13 ugly sins. It is an X-ray of the human heart!
2.22.1. Evil thoughts – before we sin, there is the thought of sin.
2.22.2. Adulteries – violation of the marriage bond.
2.22.3. Fornications – general term for all sexual immorality.(pornography, lewd songs, pre-marital sex)
2.22.4. Murders – millions of abortions annually.
2.22.5. Thefts – stealing, shoplifting, income tax, stealing answers on tests, stealing from God.
2.22.6. Covetousness – greedy desire for more. [Not keeping up w/the Jones, but making sure you’re 1 step ahead!]
2.22.7. Wickedness – one who isn’t content w/sinning himself, but desires others to sin w/him.
2.22.8. Deceit – trickery or misrepresentation in order to gain some advantage over a person. (false advertising, slick business deal)
2.22.9. Lewdness – unashamed sin. Sin that doesn’t blush.
2.22.10. An evil eye – Not, what mom or dad gave you when they couldn’t whoop you in front of a crowd! – Actually envy or jealousy of others.
2.22.11. Blasphemy – slander of God.
2.22.12. Pride – The sin of a self-praising person who has contempt for everyone but himself.(Hughes) – [Lift yourself up, put others down!]
2.22.13. Foolishness – moral; foolishness.

2.22.14. All of these sins lurk as a potential inside of all of us!

2.23. There's an old legend about a greedy man and an envious man who were walking along when they were overtaken by a stranger who got to know them.  And after a bit he said, as he departed from them, that he would give each of them a gift.  Whoever made a wish first would get what he wanted, and the other would get a double portion of what the first had asked for.  The greedy man knew what he wanted, but he was afraid to make his wish because he wanted the double portion for himself and didn't want the other to get it.  And the envious man felt the same way, and he was also unwilling to wish first.  After a while the stronger of the two grabbed the other by the throat and said he would choke him to death unless he made his wish.  And at that the other man said, "Very well.  I make my wish -- I wish to be made blind in one eye."  Immediately he lost the sight of one eye, and his companion went blind in both.  
2.23.1. The moral of the story? be careful of both greed and envy!

2.24. (23) Some, like the Pharisees of old, have a very defective theology of man & sin & think that man is intrinsically(inherently) good???

2.24.1. And because of this they treated symptoms w/their legalism, rather then dealing w/the root problem!

2.24.2. Yes the bible deals with the fruit of sin; but better…it deals w/the root of sin! – It doesn’t only deal w/the flow of sin; but the very fountain of sin!
2.24.2.1. I woke up yesterday to a broken sprinkler that was shooting like a geyser up on the roof. – How foolish if I tried to mop up the water…No, I had to cut off the source!!!

2.24.3. “There is none righteous, no, not one;”
2.24.4. “All have sinned & fall short of the glory of God.”
2.24.5. "The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked (incurably); Who can know it?”
2.24.6. “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned;”
2.24.7. “For the wages of sin(not sins) is death,”
2.24.7.1. “We are not sinners because we sin; we sin because we are sinners!”

2.24.8. Man’s opinion of sin & God’s opinion of sin are different:
Man says sin is an accident; God says it’s an abomination!
Man says sin is a blunder; God says it’s blindness!
Man says sin is a chance; God says it’s a choice!
Man says sin is an error; God says it’s enmity!
Man says sin is a failure; God says it’s a fatality!
Man says sin is just a trifle; God says it’s a tragedy!
Man says sin is a weakness; God says it is wickedness!


2.25. (Spurgeon) “If sin had not been in you, it could not have come out. All the trouble in the world does not put sin in the Christian. It brings it out.”
2.25.1. “My wife makes me so angry!” – No, anger was already there in your heart & this just gave it opportunity to come out!

2.26. Q: So, what’s the remedy?
2.26.1. Well, it’s not education, culture change, social reform, nor revolution, but Regeneration!
2.26.2. The heart can be purified only by faith!
2.26.3. Acts 15:8,9 “So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them(Gentiles) by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, "and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.”
2.26.4. The remedy to the problem of sin within? the Grace of God! 
2.26.4.1. When Jesus died on the cross, he dealt w/our sin problem. Now he offers our sins to be cleansed!

2.27. Wrap up: Your choice – Keep polishing your broken watch; or receive a new mainspring, from the Watch-Maker, for your heart today! 
2.27.1. Ezek.36:26 "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.”
2.27.2. This morning he wants to give you a new birth, new heart, make you a new creation, a new resurrection[“…just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Rom.6:4]
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