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“Puppy Chow & JSL!”

1. Intro:
1.1. It happened in Southwest Asia in the 14th Century.  The army of Asian conqueror Emperor Tamerlane (a descendant of Ghengis Khan) has been routed, dispersed by a powerful enemy.  Tamerlane himself lay hidden in a deserted manger while enemy troops scoured the countryside. 
As he lay there, desperate and dejected, Tamerlane watched an ant try to carry a grain of corn over a perpendicular wall.  The kernel was larger than the ant itself.  As the emperor counted, 69 times the ant tried to carry it up the wall.  69 times he fell back.  On the 70TH try he pushed the grain of corn over the top. Tamerlane leaped to his feet with a shout!  He, too, would triumph in the end!  And he did, reorganizing his forces and putting the enemy to flight.
1.1.1. We love stories of those who persevered!

2. PUPPY CHOW! (24-30)
2.1. Also read Mt.15:21-28.

2.2. The brightest jewels are found in the darkest places.
2.2.1. This is the only occasion where Jesus ventures beyond the border of Israel. 

2.2.2. Tyre & Sidon – In the region of Phoenicia(blinds?) Modern Lebanon.
2.2.2.1. They were 2 coastal towns on the Med. (30/40 N. of Capernaum)
2.2.2.2. They were the descendants of the Canaanites! (Gentile Country!)

2.2.3. Picture a shiny diamond, on a gold ring, sticking out of the mud…that’s Jesus’ picture of this situation.

2.3. FAITH SPEAKS!
2.4. What 1st appears to be “rudeness”, I seek to show you this morning is simply Jesus slowly turning a diamond ring, to allow the light to dance off each facet, enjoying every color it throws!


2.5. The Silent Treatment! (Mt.15:23a “But He answered her not a word.”)
2.5.1. Her faith pushes on despite His closed ear & closed mouth!
2.5.2. Now contrast that, w/individuals today who say, “unless I hear God I will not believe.”

2.5.3. It was incredible Job like faith, which didn’t say, “Though he smite me”, but instead, “though he slay me…yet will I trust him.”
2.6. The Snubbing Treatment! (Mt.15:23 “Send her away, for she cries out after us”) 
2.6.1. Her noise annoyed them!
2.6.2. She had many strikes against her: her nationality was against her; she was a woman in a male dominated world; Satan was against her(1 of his demons took control of his daughter); the disciples were against her; & for a time it even looked like Jesus was against her!


2.6.3. Samuel Rutherford(the saintly Scottish minister) who suffered greatly for Christ, once wrote to a friend, “It is faith’s work to claim & challenge loving-kindness out of all the roughest strokes of God.”
2.6.3.1. And that’s what this woman did!

2.6.4. “Send her away, for she cries out after us”…excuse me?...“us”?
2.6.4.1. No she never cried after them…only after her Master!

2.6.5. Men shouldn’t treat a lady this way; Disciples shouldn’t treat a seeker this way; Christians shouldn’t treat anybody this way!

2.6.6. They tried to chase away this she-dog with rocks & sticks, but she wouldn’t leave.

2.7. The Select Treatment! (Mt.15:24 “I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”)
2.7.1. This must have felt like a load of lead on her heart!
2.7.1.1. “Well then, He is not here for me!” (Nope!)
2.7.1.2. (Mt.15:25) She came & worshiped Him, Saying, “Lord, help me.”
2.7.1.3. Press through all obstacles & throw yourself a His feet! Knowing that, “the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.”

2.8. The Self-Abasement Treatment! (Mark 7:28 “Yes, Lord,”)
2.8.1. She doesn’t dispute that Gentiles were to Israel as dogs but says, “Yes, Lord.”

2.8.2. But she wasn’t coming to him on the goodness of her cause, but on the Goodness of His heart! – Not on how she presented her plea, but instead on the excellence of His power! 

2.8.3. It is our task to simply be empty…so he can fill us!
It is our task to confess our filthiness…so he can wash us!
It is our task to be less than nothing…so he can be more than everything to us!

2.8.4. You’re a Dog – “Yes, Lord, but I will wag my tail, fetch, sit up, even beg for my Master!”
You’re a Sheep – “Yes, Lord, but sheep need a shepherd!”
You’re a Cat – “No Lord, not a Cat!”( - Maybe we’re most like a cat!…A cat thinks the world revolves around them & there cat dish;  They eat, lay around, & come near their master only when they feel like it; They make you feed them & even clean up their box after them! – And yet after all that, He still calls, “here kitty, kitty!”

2.9. FAITH AGREES!
2.10. Faith Pleads but never Disputes!
2.10.1. Note: she never says, “but” or if” not even “yet” (not in orig. in vs.28)
2.10.2. Faith in God implies agreement with what God says!
2.10.2.1. You are comparable to a little dog! – “Truth Lord!”
2.10.2.2. I can’t feed the little dogs before the children! – “Truth, Lord, that wouldn’t be right!”

2.10.2.3. It’s not your time yet! – “Yes, Lord, 1st the children at meal time,…but the dogs right after dinner right?”

2.10.3. God’s Word is sometimes like a salve to a wound; & other times a knife that cuts, or a sword that slays! – Don’t fight against it!!! – Say, “Truth Lord!”

2.11. FAITH ARGUES! (not argumentative!)
2.12. Her arguments were correct, strictly logical, & thorough!
2.12.1. The best way to reason with a man is to take His own statements & argue upon them.

2.12.2. She was bold like Jacob wrestling with the angel, & even overcame the angel! And He said, "Let Me go, for the day breaks." But he said, "I will not let You go unless You bless me!"

2.13. Position!
2.13.1. Yes, dog I am, but you have come all the way here to Sidon.
2.13.1.1. I am not like the scavenger dog out in the street; I am a little dog under your table.

2.14. Relationship!
2.14.1. “their masters table” (Mt.15:27) – “I cannot call you Father”; “I cannot claim the privilege of a child”; “But you are my Master, & Masters feed their dogs(at least crumbs)”.

2.14.2. Like the prodigal that came back content with just being one of his fathers hired servants!

2.14.3. She spied out a dog’s relation to his master & made the most of it!
2.14.3.1. She is the only one we know of that ever answered Jesus’ mini-parables back with a mini-parable!

2.15. Children!
2.15.1. In the east, as a rule, a dog is not allowed indoors. They are foul creatures that roam about uncared for & half wild. They were very low on the food chain so to speak. 

2.15.1.1. As Spurgeon put it, “in temper they were little more than a reformed wolf!”


2.15.2. Adults wouldn’t associate with them, but children knew nothing of this.
2.15.2.1. They would take them to join in with them in their sports, games, & ultimately be invited under the table! (excellent for getting rid of your Brussels Sprouts!)

2.15.2.2. So for the kids sake they often were allowed under the table.

2.15.2.3. Like Haiti dogs were.

2.16. Consent!
2.16.1. It is sure to get a crumb from one of its playmates!
2.16.2. The children have a full portion in You! (Your presence; Your Word; they sit at your feet; have obtained all sorts of spiritual blessings.)

2.16.3. I’m sure they can’t begrudge my daughter to be free from this demon. For that would only be a crumb compared to all they have been blessed with! 

2.17. Abundance!
2.17.1. We’re not talking a poor man’s table who can’t afford to lose a crumb; but a Kings’ table where much is not even accounted for.

2.17.2. If a man gives a dog a crumb he has none the less!
I Jesus gives mercy to the greatest of sinners he has none the less! 

2.17.3. Since the beginning, it has always been God’s plan that through the children(Israel) the puppies(Gentiles) should get the bread!
2.18. FAITH WINS!
2.19. “For this saying...the demon has gone out”
2.19.1. What a great lesson to every mother. Mother’s plead for your daughters & for your sons until you hear, “O Woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire!”

2.19.2. Even a mother bird afraid of human footsteps will remain upon its nest when the intruder comes!

2.19.3. Parents, be encouraged to pray for your children!

3. DEAF MINISTRY! (31-37)
3.1. Now they travel again, completing a clockwise circular journey.
3.1.1. From Capernaum, 40/50m. N to Tyre, 25 m. N to Sidon, S/E to the Decapolis.

3.1.2. The Decapolis was a “Rome away from Rome!”

3.2. This story is only found in Marks account.

3.3. Q: Do you think the man in ch.5:19,20 did his job? (read)

3.4. This man was both deaf & he had a severe speech impediment.
3.4.1. He wasn’t completely w/o speech, but he could not communicate clearly.

3.5. Here’s what I was fascinated with…how Jesus deals with this man.
3.5.1. Jesus shows each person is special & deserves a unique approach.

3.5.2. Jesus begins to speak to him in a language that this deaf man can “hear”!

3.5.3. At 1st his actions seem almost disgusting(spittle) – but in fact it was Jesus’ beautiful way of entering this man’s world!

3.5.4. He recognizes this deaf culture & communicates to him in a kind of sign language. 
3.5.4.1. You’ve heard of ASL! – This is JSL! (Jesus Sign Language)
3.5.4.2. Every touch & gesture has meaning!
3.5.5. [1] He took him aside – maybe to give him the quiet careful attention he needed…away from the crowd.
3.5.6. [2] He put His fingers in his ears – showing him what he was going to heal.
3.5.7. [3] He touched his tongue – again showing him what he was going to heal. (saliva was connected with healing in that day)
3.5.8. [4] He looked up to heaven – to demonstrate where the healing is coming from.
3.5.9. [5] He sighed – identifying with the man w/this inward groan, a compassionate response to his pain & sorrow.
3.5.10. [6] Then He spoke – commanding the healing.
3.5.10.1. Ephphratha – Aramaic word meaning “be opened!”
3.5.10.2. He could now hear & speak plainly.

3.5.11. Before the Lord can use us he must…call us aside from this busy & distracting world; then he must touch are ears to give us ears to hear Him; then & only then can he loose our tongues that we might speak his Praises & tell others about Him.
 
3.5.11.1. Years ago a man who owned an icehouse lost a good watch. He offered a reward to his employees. They searched & searched with rakes through the sawdust on the floor to no avail. – Then at lunch a small boy went in & came out in a short time with the watch. When asked how he found it he said, “I just lay down in the sawdust & quietly waited until I heard the watch ticking!”

3.5.11.2. Oh to learn to be quiet enough to hear our Masters heart ticking again!

3.6. (36) Tell no one – he didn’t want people to flock to him because he was a miracle worker & healer.
3.6.1. This man must have found the injunction harder to obey than most!
3.6.1.1. I’m sure he wanted to use his new ability to speak.
3.7. (37) One man does One thing well; another does another thing well; but Jesus does ALL things well!

3.7.1. “Here is a biography of Jesus in miniature!”
3.8. So the result? These Gentiles “glorified the God of Israel!”
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