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“In all your getting, get understanding!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Gracie & Tony – share.
1.2. Nate & Aide - say hello (Anahi, Ethan, & Elijah).
1.3. Intro Story -There is a story of a woman who had been a school teacher for 25 years.  When she heard about a job that would mean a promotion, she applied for the position. However, someone who had been teaching for only one year was hired instead.  She went to the principal and asked why.  The principal responded, "I'm sorry, but you haven't had 25 years of experience as you claim; you've had only one year's experience 25 times."  During that whole time the teacher had not improved.
1.3.1. The disciples here seem to of been at that same interview!


2. THE BREAD OF LIFE TO GENTILES ALSO! (1-10)
2.1. Q: Isn’t the bible full of contradictions?
2.1.1. I thought it was a feeding of 5000 not 4000???
2.1.2. These are simply 2 different events. (I found 8)
2.1.3. Feeding 5000 took place on the Western shore of Galilee; Feeding 4000 on the Eastern shore.
2.1.4. Feeding 5000 involved predominantly Jews; Feeding 4000 involved predominantly Gentiles.
2.1.5. Feeding 5000 involved 5 loaves & 2 fish; Feeding 4000 involved 7  loaves & a few fish.
2.1.6. Feeding 5000 the people had been w/Him 1 day; Feeding 4000 the people had been w/Him 3 days.
2.1.7. Feeding 5000 had 12 little baskets [kophinos – small wicker lunch baskets] of fragments left over; Feeding 4000 had 7 large baskets [spuris – large hampers, big enough to hold a man; Acts 9:25] of fragments left over.
2.1.8. Feeding 5000 Jesus prayed 1 time; Feeding 4000 Jesus prayed 2 times over the bread & fish(vs.6,7).
2.1.9. The amount of the 2 crowds were different (i.e 5000 & 4000)! 
2.1.10. And lastly, Jesus says it was 2 different events!!! (vs.19,20)

2.2. (2) Jesus was quite the preacher to keep them listening for 3 days!


2.3. (3) Jesus knew what it was like to go w/o food(40 days & nights). He knew hunger.
2.3.1. Jesus so identified with us by coming into this world so that He might show that He knows our sorrows & needs. And therefore could perfectly sympathize with us!

2.3.2. Whatever you’re going through, Jesus understand. 
Whatever your needs are, Jesus sympathizes & cares!

2.4. (4) Q: Why is He doing this miracle again?
2.4.1. A different crowd(Jesus was also bread for the Gentiles). Compassion on them. 

2.4.2. But also, “Does yesterday’s miracle necessarily guarantee today’s faith?” (no it doesn’t!)

2.4.3. And as they say, “Repetition is the mother of all learning!”

2.5. Q: How can they be asking this again?
2.5.1. It is possible that they were answering, “How can any man…but you!”

2.5.2. Jesus wanted them to be aware of how limited their abilities were. 
2.6. (6) Jesus wants us to take what we have, put it in His hands, dedicate it to Him, & then see what He can do w/it.

2.6.1. See, the multiplication took place in Jesus hands; 
the distribution in the disciples hands!
2.6.1.1. They would pass out bread, & then come back, & Jesus would fill it up again.

2.6.1.2. That’s what we do. That’s what teaching is. That’s what witnessing is. You take what God gives to you & you deliver it to people!

2.6.1.3. No matter how little it is…bring it to Jesus let him multiply it & hand it out.
2.6.1.4. People have been led to the Lord w/1 track handed out; 
1 gospel of John(TPTL); 1 sharing of a testimony; 1 question, “Who is Jesus to you?”

2.6.1.5. It’s amazing how he will multiply things. [Like 1 bible study!]
2.6.1.6. My 1 Sunday message reaches some 2500/3000 here. - But then we have our tape ministry that people get & then pass on to others. - Then it goes on the air. - Also… 

2.6.1.7. I received a wonderful letter that told the story about a woman who visited our church, & then took what she learned back to her Sunday school class in Kansas, & shared it w/them. And now goes on to our web site/tapes? & weekly, gets the teachings, & shares the stories & applications with her class. (explain: each Sunday afternoon the new study is up)

2.6.2. We are never called to be manufactures of God’s riches, only distributors. 
2.6.2.1. Or, as Warren Wiersbe says, “we are only channels not reservoirs!”


2.6.3. Once we grasp this, it becomes such a freedom & joy in service. You won’t be afraid of new challenges, because you know that God has the resources to meet them!

2.6.4. Knowing this also helps us from taking any credit for the things God does! 

2.6.5. As Dr. Bob Cook (Youth for Christ Ministry) said, “If you can explain what’s going on, God didn’t do it!”

2.7. (10) Dalmanutha – Exact location is unknown. Matthew places it near Magdala, on the Western shore of Galilee(Near Capernaum).

3. SIGN SEEKERS! (11-13)
3.1. (11) Here comes the “spiritual bloodhounds” again! (Pharisees)
3.1.1. They’d do anything to Tree the Savior! 
3.1.2. Chase & trap is what they do best! (or at least “try” to do!)
3.2. A sign from heaven – maybe…call down fire from heaven, or bread from heaven.
3.2.1. This was simply another sign of their unbelief…for faith doesn’t ask for signs!
3.2.2. True faith takes God at His word. But they wanted a “authenticating miracle” to validate his ministry.

3.2.2.1. But He had already done many miracles…would they have believed if he did 1 more?

3.2.3. Still today we have a generation that is looking for the bizarre, the spectacular, & the out-of-the-ordinary. - Thus they are more interested in the miracle, then the miracle worker! 

3.2.4. I’d rather have Jesus than any miracle he is able to do!
3.2.5. Oh, if they only were seeking Salvation instead of seeking a Sign!
3.3. (12) What was Jesus reaction? – he sighed deeply. 
3.3.1. This is a single strong word in Greek, found only here in the NT.
3.3.2. The willful unbelief of the religious leaders disturbed Christ to the depths of his spirit.

3.3.3. No sign – a Hebrew oath formula meaning “if I do such a thing, may I die!” (LKGNT) 

3.4. What else did He say here? - Mt 16:4 "A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah."
3.4.1. Rabbis held that when Messiah came he would take his stand on the roof of the temple, proclaim the salvation of the people, & show them a light from heaven as a sign of Messiahship.

 
3.4.2. Mark seems to be saying “no sign of this kind you are seeking will be shown you…only the sign Jonah symbolized…i.e Jesus death, burial, & res.”

3.5. (13) And he left them – It was an act of judgment, refusing the Pharisees. 
3.5.1. How sad to have the Savior Sail Away!

3.5.2. Today is Jesus is either “sailing away from you” or “sailing away with you”? (which is it?)

4. LET’S GO DEEPER DULL DISCIPLES! (14-21)
4.1. Here His disciples were almost as blind as the Pharisees so to speak.
4.2. (14) Boys, he fed over 10,000 people w/bread. Why worry & argue over 1 loaf when Jesus is in your boat?
4.2.1. Their minds were dull; their hearts were hard; their spiritual eyes were blind; & their spiritual ears were deaf.

4.3. (14b) And they only had one loaf w/them in the boat – 
4.3.1. No they didn’t they had 2! – They had the Bread of Life aboard!!!
4.3.2. Jesus life started by being born in the “house of bread”(Bethlehem); & ends with Him saying at the last supper(holding the bread in his hands) “This is My body which is for you!” 

4.4. (15) But the real lesson wasn’t even about bread…but about leaven (yeast)!
4.4.1. Leaven is consistently a symbol for evil in Scripture.
4.4.2. Evil, like leaven, is small & hidden, but it spreads quickly & soon infects the whole.

4.4.3. Gal.5:9 “A little leaven leavens the whole lump.” Or, (NIV)"A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough."

4.4.4. Here, the context was the leavened lessons/teachings of the Pharisees & of Herod(Mt. mentions Sadducees also). 

4.4.4.1. We must always be on alert, detecting & avoiding bad teachings!

4.4.4.2. Just a small deviation from the Word may get into an individual or a whole church, & before long will grow & infect everything.

4.4.5. Also, Jesus only used “take Heed” when it was of utmost importance (about 5 times). 

4.4.6. The Pharisees teachings to watch for? – Legalism.
4.4.6.1. Today we can fall into the same trap of legalism; that is trying to live the Christian life by obeying a set of rules.

4.4.6.2. Christianity isn’t being inhibited by rules; but by being inhabited by a Ruler!


4.4.6.3. The legalistic church is a sad church…they have no joy, no thrill, no excitement, no victory!

4.4.7. Herod’s teachings to watch for? – Worldliness.
4.4.7.1. This is the church where there is no difference in lifestyles of its members & those of the lost world!

4.4.8. The Sadducees teachings to watch for? – Liberalism.
4.4.8.1. They didn’t believe in the supernatural, in the power of God, in miracles.

4.4.8.2. Liberals don’t understand Gods power!

4.4.9. Today Jesus still warns us… “Beware of the leaven of Legalism; the leaven of Worldliness; & the leaven of Liberalism!”

4.5. (17) Here Jesus drills them with 9 rapid fire questions.
4.5.1. I’m sure when he got done with the 9th…all you could here was the water lapping up against the boat.

4.5.2. Oh they knew the answers but didn’t understand the meaning!

4.5.3. Jesus was arousing them from their spiritual stupor!

4.6. (18) Do you not remember? - Oh how we often forget his blessings!
4.6.1. Read - Ps.103:1-5
4.6.2. “Keep a long memory of His mercies & a short one for your failures!”


4.7. (21) How is it you do not understand? – 
4.7.1. Here Jesus is getting them ready to hear about the Cross(8:31). Here they were preoccupied with food.

4.8. A tiny eaglet fell out of his nest in a tall tree near a farm, & landed in a chicken coop. He found himself surrounded by little chicks & thought they were his siblings. He grew up like them, learning to scratch for insects & peck at the seeds the farmer scattered in the barnyard. 
The young eagle’s wings & feathers began to grow, but he never perceived himself to be anything more than a member of his chicken family. One day an older eagle, soaring in the sky, spotted him in the barnyard. The eagle swooped down & had a face-to-face talk w/the eagle. “You are not a chicken,” he said, “You are an eagle. You are not supposed to hop around on the ground looking for bugs. This is not your life. You are meant to fly in the heavens & ride the wind.”
These words opened the little eagle’s eyes to who he really was & gave him the desire to join his new friend above in the clouds. He spread his wings &, after a few attempts to lift off, flew to the nearest tree. With each try he flew farther & higher; before long, he mounted up w/the wind & disappeared into the vastness & freedom of the sky.

4.8.1.1. Q: Are you living up to your God given spiritual potential?
4.8.1.2. Q: Are you scratching around with the Chicken Christians?
4.8.1.3. Q: Or, are you soaring with His Elect Eagles?

4.8.2. Read - Col.3:1-3 

4.9. End: “What God chooses, He cleanses. What God cleanses, He molds. What God molds, He fills. What God fills, He uses.” [J.Sidlow Baxter]
4.9.1. Q: Which part of this process are you in?
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