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“Saying, Yes to God!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, "When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die."

1.2. Outline: His Touch; His Title; His Cross; & Our Cross.
2. HIS TOUCH! (22-26)
2.1. This is only recorded by Mark. 
2.1.1. And the only miracle that took place in stages.
2.1.2. About 2 ½ yrs have passed since the disciples began their journey.
2.2. (22) Bethsaida – on the very top of the Sea of Galilee, on the east side of the Jordan river right before it spills into Galilee.

2.3. (23) He took the blind man by the hand – I love that!

2.4. Led him out of town – Why? Bethsaida was under judgment.
2.4.1. Mt.11:21 “…Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.”

2.4.2. So Jesus took the man out of there & told him not to go back(26).

2.5. Q: Why in 2 stages? – 1st, we know Jesus could have healed this man instantly.
2.5.1. It seems reasonable that the limitation was on the side of the human, not the divine.

2.5.2. Alexander Maclaren speaks of Christ “accommodating the pace of his power to the slowness of the man’s faith.”

2.5.3. Or perhaps it was the atmosphere in Bethsaida that hindered him.
2.5.3.1. Remember His problem in Nazareth (see Mark 6:5,6)

2.5.4. All I know is…There are many times I need a 2nd touch!
2.5.4.1. Praise God for His 2nd, 3rd, & 4th touch upon our lives!
2.5.4.2. How many things weren’t clear to me the 1st I heard of them?
3. HIS TITLE! (27-30)
3.1. (27) Now they walk 25 miles up north to one of my favorite places in northern Israel.
3.1.1. Caesarea Philippi - I love this place in Israel. (Beautiful)
3.1.2. It is at the headwaters of the Jordan.
3.1.3. Strange place to reveal Himself though? - It originally was known as a great center for Baal worship. Also it was the site of a great temple to the Greek god Pan.

3.1.4. Normally disciples would ask their rabbi the questions, but Jesus reverses the process.

3.2. (28) John?(Herod thought this) – Elijah?(They were waiting his return according to Malachi) – Prophets?(maybe he’s just another prophet?)
3.2.1. All would agree He was special. 
3.2.2. He has his place among the greatest men.(He always makes the Top 100 men in history lists!!!)

3.2.3. But this is inadequate for Jesus…he is not “just one of a series!”
3.2.4. He stands alone, unprecedented, unparalleled, unrivalled, unique!

3.2.5. The spot light turns to them…what do you think?
3.2.5.1. Feel the burn of that spot light today folks, because he still asks everyone that same question!

3.2.5.2. The prize for the right answer is….Eternal Life!

3.2.5.3. Q: Who do you say that He is?

3.3. (29) What a moment of revelation…“You are the Christ”. 
3.3.1. Christ isn’t Jesus’ last name!
3.3.2. Jesus is His name(Jehovah is salvation); & Christ is His title, meaning “anointed one”. [Heb. It is Messiah]

3.3.2.1. Jesus seemed to be very reluctant to use this title of Messiah/Christ(only 3 times in the sayings of Jesus), probably because of all of its current misconceptions.

3.3.3. Patient training pays off! – They have discovered who He was.

3.3.4. The confession of Jesus as the Messiah marks the midpoint of this gospel & the turning point in Jesus ministry!

3.3.5. Jesus’ way was always “Look at the evidence” (like w/John the Bap. Go tell him what you have seen…)
3.3.5.1. The only faith worth having is one born of conviction not coercion! [David Hewitt]

3.3.6. “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.” (Mt.16:19)

4. HIS CROSS! (31-33)
4.1. Looking back…there was crowds, preaching, and popular ministry; Looking ahead…the crowds slip away, the skies darken, & all roads lead to Jerusalem.


4.2. (31) 1st of 3 announcements that Jesus made of his death & Res.
4.2.1. Jesus stretched out his arms & said, “I love you this much!” - & “I’d rather die than live w/o you!”

4.2.2. Began to teach – Points to the fact that he makes a departure here in His teaching.
4.2.2.1. Now that he is recognized, He immediately begins his journey to the cross!

4.2.3. Elders(gen. name for the members of the Sanhedrin), chief priests(Sadducees), & scribes(mainly Pharisees) = the Sanhedrin.

4.3. (32) The Blind man went from having a blurred vision, to seeing clearly; but Peter went from clear, back to fuzzy.

4.3.1. 1 minute, inspired from heaven, next minute his inspiration is from hell!

4.3.2. Peter saw only shame in the cross, Jesus saw glory!
Peter saw defeat, Jesus saw victory!


4.3.3. This kind of belief encouraged political revolution rather then spiritual revival!
4.3.3.1. He had to warn them…He was going to Jerusalem not to reign…but to die!

4.3.4. So Peter cleared the 1st hurdle wonderfully, but then tripped & fell on his face at the 2nd hurdle.

4.3.4.1. Vs.29 he stood on the top rung of a ladder that reached into the heavens; 
vs.32 he cliff dives off an Acapulco cliffs…only to belly flop in front of all the onlookers!

4.3.4.2. One minute he was a Rock, the next a boat anchor!

4.4. (33) Get behind me Satan – Ouch!
4.4.1. Same words used when the devil tempted Jesus in the wilderness (Mt.4:10). 
4.4.2. Jesus wasn’t calling Peter the devil!
4.4.3. But He saw in Peters mistaken concern the same temptation to avoid suffering & choose the easy way.

4.4.4. So, why such strong language? - As it gets closer to the cross he couldn’t have any tolerance toward this temptation!

4.4.5. Peter does learn this lesson though, as he writes much about suffering & sacrifice in his 1st epistle later.

4.4.6. He looked at his disciples(His back to Peter) – because they agreed w/Peter’s assessment of the situation. [Peter was spokesman]

5. OUR CROSS! (34-38)
5.1. (34) As if this was not enough shock for one day, Jesus has another for his disciples & the crowd!
5.1.1. If you’re serious about following me…you must take the same path…it’s a cross-walk!!!

5.1.2. It’s costly…but worth it! – No small print here friends!
5.2. He gives 3 conditions for true discipleship: Surrender(Deny Himself); Die(Take up his cross); Obedience(Follow Me).

5.2.1. [1] Surrender - Deny himself – If we cling to our rights, our privileges, our life selfishly…we lose in the end!
5.2.1.1. This is different from self-denial(i.e. giving up something for a time)
5.2.1.2. It’s learning how to say No to yourself, & Yes to Christ!
5.2.1.3. Maybe the reason we aren’t making much progress in our Christianity is because we’re still trying to give the orders?

5.2.1.4. To deny self is to surrender!
5.2.1.5. There is a Moment of surrender(Salv.); & a Practice of surrender(sanc.), which is moment-by-moment & lifelong!

5.2.2. [2] Die - Take up his cross – “our crosses” are not simply trials or hardships. Nor is it a call to give up certain things…but it is a call to DIE! [Paul said, “I die daily” 1 Cor.15:31]

5.2.2.1. Here He sifts out the true Christians from His fair weather followers!

5.2.2.2. Gal.2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”

5.2.2.3. Take up your cross is also called: consecration, making Jesus your Lord, dying to self, yielding to the spirit.

5.2.2.4. What matters is not what you call it, but that you do it!

5.2.2.5. God wants your life…All of it! (95% is not enough!)
5.2.3. Surrendered people obey God even when it doesn’t make sense!
5.2.3.1. Lk.5:5 “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch." But Simon answered and said to Him, "Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net."

5.2.4. [1] Ab – followed God’s leading w/o knowing where.
5.2.5. [2] Hannah – waited for God’s perfect timing w/o knowing when.
5.2.6. [3] Mary – experienced a miracle w/o knowing how.
5.2.7. [4] Joseph – trusted God’s purpose w/o knowing why everything happened the way it did.

5.2.8. [3] Obedience - Follow me – Whoa follow you? – If you’re going to the cross…then that means…we’re - going - to - our - cross!

5.2.9. Garibaldi, the great Italian patriot[led 1,000 volunteers in the capture of Sicily and Naples (1860)] appealed for recruits in these terms, “I offer neither pay, nor quarters, nor provisions; I offer hunger, thirst, forced marches, battles & death. Let him who loves his country in his heart, & not w/his lips only, follow me.”


5.2.10. Jesus didn’t come to make life easy but to make men great! 

5.3. (35) It is a simple fact of life that “those who try to get all finally lose all, while those who give all actually get all in the end!”

5.3.1. Jim Elliot, the famous Christian Martyr in Ecuador in the 50’s said, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose!” [He was 22 yrs old, in 7 yrs he met his violent death]

5.3.2. In light of eternity things that seem so important now have no value at all!

5.3.3. We will either waste or lives or invest our lives! 
5.3.4. Jesus says, “Losers are keepers!”
5.4. (36) This has been called the Parable of the Rich Fool in a nutshell!
5.4.1. It is said that about 200 years ago, the tomb of the great conqueror Charlemagne was opened.  The sight the workmen saw was startling.  There was his body in a sitting position, clothed in the most elaborate of kingly garments, with a scepter in his bony hand. On his knee lay the Holy Scriptures, with a cold, lifeless finger pointing to Mark 8:36: "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and loose his own soul?"

5.5. (37) If a man has forfeited his soul, the whole world could not buy it back.

5.6. (38) If we deny Him now, He will deny us then!

5.7. (9:1) Actually belongs to ch.8.
5.7.1. This is the way it is divided in Mt.16:28.
5.7.2. If the emphasis is on power then this is referring to what took place at Pentecost! (i.e. the rapid spread of the church) 

5.8. End: Bill Bright, founder of Campus Crusade for Christ(Jesus Film to 4 billion), when he was a young lad made a contract with God.
5.8.1. He even wrote it out & signed it. It said, “From this day forward, I am a slave of Jesus Christ!”

5.8.2. Q: Ever sign a contract like that w/God? Or, are you still negotiating your rights? Now is the time to surrender! To God’s grace, love & purpose.

5.8.3. He wants absolute claim to your life! – “you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.”
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