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  9-7-03
“Mountain Top & Valley Low!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Prayer – Lord help me to understand the promises of Scripture laid next to our daily headlines in our newspapers! (relevancy)

1.2. Illustration - Three men worked on a large building project.  One was asked, "What are you doing?"  "I'm mixing mortar," he said.  The second man said, "I'm helping put up this great stone wall."  When the third man was asked, he replied, "I'm building a cathedral to the glory of God."
1.2.1. Rom.11:36(NLT) “For everything comes from him; everything exists by his power and is intended for his glory. To him be glory evermore.”

1.2.2. We’ll grab a glimpse of His glory this morning!

1.3. Last week we had the radical revelation that Jesus was the Christ/ Messiah! (9:29)

1.4. Outline: Mountain Top(2-13); & Valley Flop(14-29).
2. MOUNTAIN TOP! (1-13)
2.1. (2) Which mountain? – Mnt’s were often special places of revelation in Scripture.
2.1.1. Tradition says Mnt.Tabor – but it is a low mountain(1,843’). 
2.1.1.1. Plus at the time their was a Roman fortress during this period at the top.

2.1.2. A more likely location Mnt. Hermon – it is the highest mountain in the whole region(9,400’).
2.1.2.1. It also sits just north of Caesarea Philippi where they are traveling from.

2.1.2.2. So 6 days travel & they find themselves “on top of the world looking down on creation!”

2.2. (3) His transfiguration – Here Jesus’ 3 closest disciples are given a brief glimpse of his glory!
2.2.1. Matthew & Luke say his face changed. All 3 recognize the clothes.
2.2.2. Transfigured = a change on the outside that comes from the inside.
2.2.3. The opposite is Masquerade = outward change that doesn’t come from w/in. (www)

2.2.4. Here comes dazzling proof that God indeed does transform suffering into Glory!


2.2.5. It was an experience given to strengthen them for the dark days to come.
2.2.5.1. Q: How does your Sunday Worship experience prepare you for the frustrations & challenges of weekday life?

2.3. (4) Why Moses & Elijah? – 
2.3.1. Both these men had previously conversed w/God on mountaintops.
2.3.1.1. Moses on Mnt. Sinai(Ex.31:18); Elijah on Mnt. Horeb(1 Kings 19:9)
2.3.2. Both had been shown Gods glory.

2.3.3. Moses represented the Law, & Elijah the Prophets!
2.3.4. Both had amazing departures from earth!
2.3.4.1. Moses died & was buried by God; Elijah was raptured up into heaven in a flaming chariot.

2.3.4.2. When Jesus returns he will raise the bodies of the saints who died, & will rapture the living saints.

2.4. They were talking – About? – His decease/death/departure(Lk.9:31).
2.4.1. What a theological conversation that must have been?
2.5. The 3 disciples fell asleep(Lk.9:32) & almost missed Moses & Elijah, & Jesus in His glory! (can you imagine missing that?)
2.5.1. Moses had been dead 1400 years; Elijah 900 years.
2.5.2. If there was a time to be silent it was now!
2.5.3. But with the altitude, long walk, & long prayer meeting…they were tired!

2.6. (5) “he didn’t know what to say”…so he said something!
2.6.1. Q: Ever fall into that trap? 

2.7. 3 tabernacles(booths) – Put Jesus, Moses, & Elijah on the same plane… as Islam does?
2.7.1. Or, was this just a courteous reflex?

2.8. (7) cloud cover – This was none other then the shekinah glory, that manifestation of the presence of God.
2.8.1. The cloud by day fire by night in the wilderness. That clouds that passed by Moses in the cleft of the rock. The same cloud that filled the Tabernacle & filled Solomon’s’ temple.
 
2.8.2. It has been 600 years since anyone has seen this.
2.8.3. One day we will be in this same cloud…“ For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” (1 Thes.4:16,17)

2.9. “Hear Him” – Peter spoke out of turn…the Father cuts him off.
2.9.1. Listening involves obedience.
2.9.1.1. When your mother used to ask you, “Did you hear me?” she wasn’t asking a question about your hearing ability but about your obedience.

2.9.2. What happened on the Mnt. of Transfiguration was a confirmation of Peter’s testimony…“You are the Christ!”
2.9.2.1. Confirmed by “Who showed up!”(Moses & Elijah); Jesus glory shown(the cloud); & the father speaking.

2.9.2.2. But also it was a revelation of the glory of the cross.
2.9.3. Here the Father focuses not on the vision, but on the Word of God…“hear Him!” 

2.9.4. Peter never forgot that voice! – See 2 Pet.1:16-18
2.10. (8) They saw no one anymore, but only Jesus – That’s key!
2.10.1. This is the test of any vision.
2.10.2. Virgin Mary sightings! – Who does it promote? 
2.10.3. (Mary? the Rosary? praying a certain prayer regarding her esteem) 
2.10.4. Virgin Mary sightings in the Mojave Desert(since 1997 every 13th of the month)!

2.10.5. This is what all our experience, all our theology, all our work should come to – seeing only Jesus!


2.11. Peter never forgot this! – See 2 Pet:16-19

2.12. (11-13) Seeing Elijah it hastened a question about him(11).
2.12.1. I.e. how did you show up before Him?
2.12.2. Elijah is coming – Mal.4:5.
2.12.3. Elijah had come – in the person of John the Baptist(Mt.17:13).
2.12.3.1. John did indeed prepare the way before Him.

2.13. Well Peter, you can’t camp out there in your mountain top pup-tents …there’s work to be done in the valley!
2.13.1. If you want to share in the glory of Christ on the mountain top, we must be wiling to follow him into the sufferings of the valley below.

2.13.2. “Mountain top experiences are great, but no fruit grows up there; 
all the fruit is grown in the valley!” (Dean)

2.13.3. The Christian life is full of hills & valleys! Deut.11:11 "but the land which you cross over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water from the rain of heaven,”

3. VALLEY FLOP! (14-29)
3.1. What a contrast we have here!
3.1.1. From Glory to Shame; Mountain top to the Valley floor; Light to Darkness; Power to Helplessness!

3.1.2. Show Raphael’s Transfiguration Painting (The Italian Renaissance painter, & one of the greatest and most popular artists of all time) 
3.1.2.1. Raphael captured the overwhelming contrast between the glorious Mnt of Trans & the troubled world waiting below!!!

3.2. (15) Greatly amazed – Was his countenance different like Moses when he came down from Sinai w/face aglow? (Interesting!)

3.3. (17,18) Poor young boy – He was epileptic, mute, deaf, & demon possessed.
3.3.1. “A cruel spirit lies in wait for him like a bully waiting to pounce on a kid coming home from school. It sneaks up on the boy, jumps him from behind, & mashes his face into the dirt – all the while, delighting in the tyranny.” (Max Lucado)

3.3.2. Like a lion he singles out the youngest, most vulnerable one, & ruthlessly runs him down.

3.4. Imagine being in the fathers shoes - While others were teaching their sons a trade, he was just trying to keep his son alive.
3.4.1. He couldn’t leave his son alone for a minute. Who knew when the next attack would come?
3.4.2. His father remained on call, on alert for 24 hours a day.
3.4.3. He was desperate, tired, & his prayers reflect both.

3.4.3.1. He drops to his knees (Mt.17:14)
3.5. (18b,19) Their failure to heal the boy: a) grieved the Lord b) gave support to the enemy c) robbed God of glory!
3.5.1. Their problem was unbelief. They had the tools(6:7)
3.5.2. Q: When will you get it? Jesus asks.
3.5.3. Fitting words for the church today! – We are so well equipped, rich, instructed…& yet so powerless!

3.6. (21,22) He draws the father out. - Allowing him to unburden himself.
3.6.1. This would help him also to recognize the desperate extremity of his boy’s plight.

3.7. (22,23) “If” – The tense implies doubt. (i.e. “this one’s probably a little out of your league…but if you can…”)
3.7.1. Jesus turns it back on the father “If you can believe”?

3.7.2. His unbelief needed to be healed 1st, & thus was more important than the demon possession.

3.8. (24) Lord I believe help my unbelief – 1 of the most honest men in all the bible!
3.8.1. “Help me to understand. And where I can’t understand, help me to trust. And where I can’t trust, help me to overcome my unbelief.”



3.8.2. The working of this miracle depends on your faith, not on my power alone. (other times Jesus just did it, not dependent on their faith)

3.8.3. We warm to his honesty for our faith is always mixed with unbelief!

3.8.4. Compare this statement to the lepers in 1:40.
3.8.4.1. Q: Which do you struggle with more? Believing Jesus can, or that Jesus will?

3.8.5. This scripture has been distorted beyond measure…teaching that “if you just believe enough you’ll get what you want”. 
3.8.5.1. Thus making Man sovereign & God is servant! (scary) 
3.8.5.2. Q: What other factors should we keep in mind? (Gods will)

3.9. (25) And enter him no more – those words must have brought such great comfort to the father.

3.10. (26) The demon put up one last vicious fight & took out his spite on the boy as he left.
3.10.1. The Redeemer returns the stolen goods to their rightful owner. 

3.11. (29) The 9 disciples had neglected their spiritual disciplines & lost their power. (see 6:7)
3.11.1. Maybe they thought since they were given the power they would just do this in their own strength? Thus they didn’t think to pray!

3.11.2. Jesus was teaching them that the faith which brings power is a faith that prays!


3.11.3. Prayer is the vital link(fasting is not in most manuscripts)between the transforming power on the mountain top & the desperate needs in the valley.

3.11.4. For them as for us…“Prayerlessness leads to Powerlessness.”
3.11.5. Q: Do you spend too much time in discussion(14) & too little time in prayer?(29)

3.12. The story is told of a small town in which there were no liquor stores.  Eventually, however, a nightclub was built right on Main Street.  Members of one of the churches in the area were so disturbed that they conducted several all night prayer meetings, and asked the Lord to burn down that den of iniquity. Lightning struck the tavern a short time later, and it was completely destroyed by fire.  The owner, knowing how the church people had prayed, sued them for the damages. His attorney claimed that their prayers had caused the loss. The congregation, on the other hand, hired a lawyer and fought the charges.  After much deliberation the judge declared, "It's the opinion of the court that wherever the guilt may lie, the tavern keeper is the one who really believes in prayer while the church members do not!"
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