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“Our Responsibilities!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Outline: Predicting; Serving; Tolerating; Stumbling; Amputating; Suffering.

2. PREDICTING! (30-32)
2.1. Don’t think Jesus’ mission is w/o suffering!
2.1.1. This is the 2nd time He reveals this. 

3. SERVING! (33-37)
3.1. Don’t aim for human greatness; aim to be more like Jesus Christ!

3.2. (34) “Did Peter, James & John, receiving the prestigious pick to go up on the mountain w/Jesus, stir up this question & debate among the 12???
3.2.1. Did this fuel the fire of competition? 
3.2.2. Did Peter say, “Well, I’m the leader”; Or John & James, “don’t steal our thunder!”; Judas, “I’m trusted as treasurer, the man w/the cash, it must be me”; Thomas, “I doubt if its any of you guys!”

3.2.3. Did Jesus have a clique?
3.2.4. Clique - A group of people united by common beliefs, attitudes, or interests and characteristically excluding outsiders.

3.2.5. This church is full of cliques? I ask is that necessarily wrong? (I guess it is how & when & why they are formed) 

3.2.6. Paul had a handful of those who were his favorite to work with/1-mindedness!

3.3. (35) Jesus explained the way to be 1st is to be last!…Ok then, How can I be “last”?...Well, the way to be last is to be a servant of all!
3.3.1. Most people value being served. Honored Titles. Important seats. To be pampered guests at luncheons. Enlarged power. An elevation of prestige.

3.3.2. Being Number one is to be “American”, yet it is even thought to be “Christian”!

3.3.2.1. Do our best…of course!
3.3.2.2. Always wanting to be served…sub-Christian.
3.3.2.3. This is un-natural! (yep, human instinct is to “dominate”)
3.3.2.4. This life style is not easy!
3.4. Humility – means “knowing yourself, accepting yourself, being yourself - your best self - & giving of yourself for others.”

3.5. Child & Servant is the same word in Aramaic.
3.5.1. If you have the heart of a child you will have little difficulty being servants.

3.6. Well, you know the story that battle with this again…at the last supper…who is greatest? – “The Incarnate Son, God himself, washed the feet of his prideful, arrogant creatures.”


3.7. Come on guys stand together, no matter who is greatest!
3.8. We are called to this radicalness. 
3.8.1. It’s serving your superiors & your inferiors!
3.8.2. Q: Do you have places of humble(hidden) service for your church or fellowman? {if you’re an “upfront” person, that doesn’t mean quit that, it means be careful you don’t only serve when your “upfront”!}

3.8.3. This is the way to true 1st-ness.

3.9. (37) Here Jesus seeks to drive home His teaching & lifts a child into His arms.
3.9.1. Notice, whenever Jesus needed a child there was always one nearby! [possibly Peters child? House in Capernaum]

3.9.2. We are to receive all of Gods people as we do children, w/no thoughts of their accomplishments, their influence, their fame, or their gifts, but simply because they are His children.

4. TOLERATING! (38-41)
4.1. Don’t think you, or your church, is the cats meow!
4.2. In my name – i.e. working under His authority.
4.2.1. They told him to cease & desist!...he wouldn’t! - They didn’t have any right stopping the man.


4.2.1.1. Paul would have asked them, “Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.” Rom.14:4

4.2.1.2. What was really bad was that this “no name guy” was successful in his exorcism, & the disciples weren’t!

4.2.2. Joshua was equally upset when Eldad & Medad was prophesying in the camp & said to Moses, “Moses my lord, forbid them!” (Num.11:26-28) 

4.2.3. John the Baptists disciples did the same thing, "Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified; behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!"

4.2.3.1. It is no different today! – Oh, Jealousy is good at hiding its fangs, but be careful when it starts to coil!

4.2.3.2. Oh, Calvary Chapel you are not the way, the truth, & the life!

4.2.3.3. An ol’ poem goes, “Believe as I believe, no more no less, That I am right, & no one else confess. Feel as I feel, think as I think, Eat what I eat, & drink what I drink, Look as I look do as I do, Then & only then, I’ll fellowship w/you!”


4.2.4. Let’s look at Moses & John’s response: 
(Moses) “But Moses replied, "Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the Lord's people were prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!” v29. 
(John the Bap) "You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ,' but, 'I have been sent before Him.' "He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. "He must increase, but I must decrease.” Jn.3:28-30

4.2.5. Such exclusivism & narrowness sickens God.
4.2.6. The criterion for ministry is not style or tradition or denomination, but Jesus’ name being lifted up & glorified.

4.2.7. One put it this way, “We’re all branch offices of the same business; when one branch prospers, we all prosper.”

4.2.8. Open your arms to others among God’s people as you would open them to your children!

4.3. (40) This should be taken along with Mt.12:30 “He who is not with Me is against Me,”
4.3.1. There is NO neutrality when it comes to relationship w/Jesus!

5. STUMBLING! (42)
5.1. Don’t cause a child of God to trip up! 
5.2. Millstone – The upper millstone that took a donkey to rotate.
5.2.1. This was historically the fate of some.
5.2.2. Suetonnius(Roman historian) mentions a similar punishment.
5.2.3. An early zealot named Judas the Galilean the Romans drowned in a lake. 

5.2.4. Here lies the doom of those preachers who use the right biblical words, but have drained them of any & all power, even redefining them. Leading young believers astray.

5.2.5. These little ones refers to all Gods children who follow Christ & seek to serve Him.


5.2.6. Make sure in your life there is nothing to make young Christians in the Lord to stumble!
5.2.6.1. But what about my rights to drink, smoke, & chew,
& run w/girls who do?

5.2.6.2. All liberties stop at the door of stumbling.
5.2.6.3. Paul said, “Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.”


5.2.6.4. Rom.13:14 “Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother's way.”

5.2.7. Christian know this…someone is watching you! - You must walk your talk!
5.2.7.1. The positive side is that they are watching you, & you can be a great influence for the kingdom!
5.2.8. The section that naturally follows not stumbling someone, is the responsibility we have to keep our own life free from sin(holiness).

6. AMPUTATING! (43-48)
6.1. Don’t pamper sin in your life! 
6.1.1. Here Jesus puts personal holiness in the most dramatic & drastic terms…in the whole bible!


6.1.2. Deal drastically with sin like a surgeon going after the cancerous tumor; like a shark after its wounded victim;

6.1.3. Billy Sunday, “One reason sin flourishes is that it is treated like a cream puff instead of a rattlesnake.”

6.1.4. Of course the Lord is not commanding literal physical surgery. 
6.1.5. He had already made it clear sin comes from the heart! (7:20-23)
6.1.6. Unfortunately some in the early church took this literally! - Origen of Alexandria emasculated/castrated himself in an attempt to over come sensual desires.
6.1.6.1. The Council of Nicea finally outlawed this practice.

6.1.6.2. You can lop off hands, feet, & eye balls…even get neutered & still be the most vial off sinners.

6.1.7. Jesus didn’t want physical mutilation but spiritual mortification!

6.1.8. (Kent Hughes) Hand, foot, & eye represent the totality of life. 
(i.e. Hand=what we do; Foot=where we go; Eye=what we see)

6.1.9. Q: What harmful practice does He want you to cut off or out of in your life?
6.1.9.1. Half-way measures just won’t do.
6.1.9.2. No one can do it for you.
6.1.9.3. Hands – Any hidden activities or embarrassing habits to chop?
6.1.9.4. Foot – Any places wher your feet take you where you have no business being? Where do you go right after work before you go home? 
6.1.9.5. Eye – What are you fixing your eyes upon? Any reading material, pictures, videos, TV shows, web sites, your eyes shouldn’t be seeing. (Ps.101:3 “I will set nothing wicked before my eyes”)
6.1.9.5.1. Do it now, cut it off & shake it into the fire!

6.2. Hell – Gehenna. [ge=valley - henna=hinnom]
6.2.1. An actual valley just outside of Jerusalem.
6.2.1.1. Here king Ahaz worshipped Molech, the fire god, & even sacrificed his children in the fire.

6.2.2. Mine Fire in Centralia, Penn. – A fire has been burning deep within the earth since 1962. 
6.2.3. Fifteen different federal, state, and local agencies have spent more than $3.5 million to extinguish the fire without success. 
6.2.4. Persons can touch the earth and feel the heat. Deep holes and crevices vent hot, smoky air and noxious gases. One citizen said:  "Standing by a hole, you can hear the fires roaring. It's an eerie sound, like the beating of a thousand wings."

6.2.5. Jonathon Edwards said it so well, “There is the dreadful pit of the glowing flames of the wrath of God; there is hell's wide gaping mouth open; and you have nothing to stand upon, nor anything to take hold of, there is nothing between you and hell but the air; it is only the power and mere pleasure of God that holds you up.”

6.2.6. Jesus believed in a place called Gehenna. It was a place of eternal torment & righteous punishment.

7. SUFFERING! (49-50)
7.1. Don’t lose your salty character!
7.2. Once you’ve lost that precious Christian character, how will you restore it?
7.3. Salt - He could be speaking of sacrifice here because many sacrifices were seasoned w/salt. “And every offering of your grain offering you shall season with salt; you shall not allow the salt of the covenant of your God to be lacking from your grain offering. With all your offerings you shall offer salt.” Lev.2:13
7.3.1. He also can be speaking of its preserving element.
7.3.2. He wants us to be a preserving influence in a decaying world.

7.4. Don’t think Jesus’ mission is w/o suffering! - Don’t aim for human greatness; aim to be more like Jesus Christ! - Don’t think you, or your church, is the cats meow! - Don’t cause a child of God to trip up! - Don’t pamper sin in your life! - Don’t lose your salty character!

7.5. End: A famous king, depressed by circumstances in his realm and feeling rejected by many of his subjects, called for his three daughters to comfort and reassure him.  After they had talked awhile, he asked how much they loved him.  Two of them answered that they cared for him more than all the gold and silver in the world; but Mary, the youngest, said she loved him like salt.  The king wasn't pleased with her answer, for he considered salt to be of very little value.  The cook, who overheard the conversation, knew that the child's reply had more significance than the father imagined.  She dared not speak to the monarch about the matter, but devised a subtle way to emphasize the true meaning of the young girl's words.  The next morning at breakfast she withheld the salt from everything she served, and the meal was so insipid that the king didn't enjoy it at all.  Then he realized the full force of his daughter's remark.  She loved him so much that nothing was good without him!  With a smile he said, "I understand now, Mary.  Your love is the greatest of all!"
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