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9-21-03
“Marriage & Divorce!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Commissioning service for Desi & Rose – Hope & Owen.
1.1.1. 2 Tim.4:1-5









2. Marriage & Divorce! (1-12)
2.1. Setting:
2.1.1. His final departure from Galilee.
2.1.2. Perea – means across(other side)(i.e. across the Jordan)
2.2. The Question: 
2.3. This was a “political, religious, emotional, experiential, physical, moral & ethical,” Hot Potato!

2.4. Divorce & Remarriage remains controversial & complex.
2.5. It is also an emotional one as it concerns many people’s lives & therefore requires great sensitivity.

2.6. The Drive(motive) – was malicious! (testing him). 
2.6.1. They really weren’t concerned where Jesus stood on the issue.
2.7. The Danger – intense! This was Herod Antipas’ region(who divorced his wife to marry his brother’s wife).
2.7.1. John the Baptist lost his head over this topic in his region.

2.8. The Dilemma – rock & a hard place.
2.8.1. Condemn divorce – Risk John’s same fate.
2.8.2. Condone divorce – Lose the confidence of devout people.
2.8.3. A yes or no & He’d be in trouble (at least the Pharisees thought!!!)
2.9. 4 Interviews with the top 4 Leaders in Marital counseling!
2.9.1. Moses; God(the Father); Jesus; & Paul.

2.9.2. That isn’t necessarily where people turn to today!
2.9.2.1. Some run to their local bookstore.
2.9.2.2. I went in to Borders to look at titles regarding divorce.
2.9.2.2.1. 3 caught my eye: “Live Away Dad”; The Good Divorce”; & “Cutting Loose” – Why Women who end their marriage do so well.
2.9.2.3. Others tune into Dr. Laura, w/her “quasi morality w/an attitude”!
2.9.3. I read of one couple that should have been in for counseling earlier! Story - They were celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary.  But when the festivities were over, the woman turned to her husband and said, "We've been miserable for 50 years.  We've fought every day.  We've disagreed on nearly everything, and I am convinced that we can't keep going like this.  I have made a commitment to pray that God will help us solve this problem.  I'm praying that he will take one of us home.  And when he answers my prayer, I'm going to live with my sister in Grand Rapids."
2.9.3.1. I hope that doesn’t describe your marriage!

2.10. MOSES! (3-5)
2.11. Jesus ignored the current debates & focused attention on the Word of God so took them to Moses! 
2.11.1. The Pharisees considered Moses their highest authority!
2.11.2. And note He answers not from the negative, regarding divorce, but from the positive regarding marriage!

2.11.3. They were more concerned for the grounds for divorce; 
Jesus was more concerned about the principles of marriage!

2.12. They quote Deut.24:1.
2.12.1. Jesus then explained the reason for this concession!
2.12.2. Divorce was already taking place among the Israelites.
2.12.3. Moses put limitations on it requiring “a certificate of divorce” to be made out, indicating the reasons for it.
2.12.3.1. This required hiring a scribe & going through a legal procedure.

2.12.3.2. This thus protected the wife by restraining the husband from impulsively divorcing her. – Because she would become a social outcast, no man could marry her, she would be left defenseless & destitute.

2.12.4. Moses was not encouraging divorce but seeking to discourage it.
2.12.5. However this was not the divine plan.
2.12.5.1. “The marriage of one man to one woman for life is the foundation of stable society.”


2.13. 2 Schools of thought in Jesus’ day:
2.13.1. [1] Rabbi Shammai – Strict. (married her & found out she wasn’t a virgin)
2.13.2. [2] Rabbi Hillel – Liberal.
2.13.2.1. One of Hillel’s followers(Rabbi Akiba) said a man could divorce his wife simply if he found another woman more attractive!


2.13.2.2. We have this today! – Read Web site “Secret Divorce Planning for Men.”

2.13.3. Mal.2:14-16a NLT “You cry out, "Why has the LORD abandoned us?" I'll tell you why! Because the LORD witnessed the vows you and your wife made to each other on your wedding day when you were young. But you have been disloyal to her, though she remained your faithful companion, the wife of your marriage vows. Didn't the LORD make you one with your wife? In body and spirit you are his. And what does he want? Godly children from your union. So guard yourself; remain loyal to the wife of your youth. "For I hate divorce!"

2.13.3.1. Divorce is always a tragedy. 

2.13.4. The lax view was the more popular - Divorce was tragically even more common then than now.

2.13.5. The issue was the interpretation of one phrase “some uncleanness”(in Deut.24:1).

2.14. GOD! (6-8)
2.15. From the beginning – Jesus went back to Moses, Moses takes us back “to the beginning”! 
2.15.1. God made marriage & this He has the right to make the rules!
2.15.2. Gen.2:24,25 gives 4 instructions for marriage.
2.15.2.1. Severance; Permanence; Unity; & Intimacy.
2.16. [1] Severance! - Leave – Leave behind.
2.16.1. The healthy goal of the parent is to prepare the child to leave, not stay.

2.16.2. A different relationship starts up. 
2.16.3. Here is a change in authority. The new husband goes from “a father’s son”, to “the Headship of his own home!”
2.17. [2] Permanence! - Joined – yoked.
2.17.1. Like a pair of oxen. They had to function in close unity & so should a husband & wife team!

2.18. [3] Unity! – 2 people wanting to share everything.
2.18.1. Their bodies, their possessions, insights, ideas, abilities, problems, successes, sufferings, & failures.

2.18.2. Praise God Jesus in His marriage to us, his church, holds back with NO Prenuptials!

2.19. [4] Intimacy! – (Gen.2:2) “ And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.”

2.19.1. 1 Cor.7:3 “Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband.”

2.20. I would add 1 more, & that would be heterosexual marriage! (man/wife vs.7)
2.20.1. We used to not have to qualify this, but now we do!
2.20.2. Right now there is vital legislation that affects marriage & families AB205. This bill awards all the rights of marriage under Ca. law to homosexual “partners”. This bill reverses the vote of the people on marriage. In March 2000, 61.4% of Californian voters said they want marriage defined as “only between man & woman.”
2.20.2.1. Next week we will have a ½ sheet flyer w/6 important bills that are about to become law, & are “moving quickly”. 
2.20.2.2. We want you to be informed & allow you to make calls regarding those bills you don’t want to become law.

2.21. This is God’s plan, not Brian’s, not CCM’s, & it is one of the main secrets of happy living.

2.22. JESUS! (Mk.10:9; Mt.19:1-10)
2.23. (9) Jesus adds His commentary to this.
2.23.1. Again, He gives God’s intention, that marriage should be a permanent commitment.

2.23.2. He spoke in these terms to discourage all divorce in principle, but not to prohibit divorce in every circumstance!

2.24. (11) This is exactly what Herod Antipas did.
2.25. (12) Mark seems to include this for his Roman readers.
2.25.1. Matthew omits it because Jewish women did not have the legal right to divorce their husbands. (Roman & Greek wives did)

2.25.2. This is very revolutionary. Both men & women have equal rights & equal responsibilities in this matter.

2.26. Here we must add Matthew’s account(19:1-10) where one other thing is discussed…Marital unfaithfulness(9).
2.26.1. The exception clause. Which is a justifiable ground for divorce.
2.26.2. Pornea – when applied to a married person, it can be illicit intercourse, homosexuality, bestiality, & the like.

2.26.3. Jesus adds this because OT time adultery wasn’t grounds for divorce…it was grounds for getting “STONED TO DEATH!”

2.26.4. This doesn’t necessitate or require it, but simply permits it.
2.26.5. Since marriage is a physical union(2 becoming one flesh), 
only a physical cause can break it up! (i.e. death, or fornication)

2.26.6. Our Grandparents generation didn't have all of our social diseases that we have today.  Do you know what they wore to have safe sex?"…"A wedding ring!"

2.26.7. Divorce is always a tragedy & we will always want to look for forgiveness & reconciliation even when adultery has taken place.

2.27. PAUL! (1 Cor.7:7,10-15)
2.28. Abandonment! 
2.28.1. Bound/Free – thus free to remarry.

2.29. The church needs to hood to the teaching of God’s word & show compassion for those who have failed!
2.29.1. Divorce is not the unpardonable sin.
2.29.2. Adultery is not the unforgivable sin.
2.29.3. Church we need to figure out how to balance a high standard of biblical righteousness, & yet refrain from self-righteous judgmentalism! 
2.29.3.1. All of us are adulterers in heart!

2.30. Wrap Up! 
2.31. How important then the practical teaching & support of those preparing for marriage.
2.31.1. We take pre-marital couples through 8 chapters of a workbook so they can step into marriage with their eyes wide open.
 
2.31.2. We are very strict & serious with this business of pre-marital counseling. (we don’t have to marry anyone! – We do love to – we want to spread a large safety net) [we can’t guarantee success, but it very obviously helps tremendously] 

2.32. Don’t look for a way out of your marriage…instead, look for a way to work through them!
2.32.1. Matthew Henry writes:  "Eve was made by God not out of His head to rule over Him, nor out of His feet to be trampled upon by Him, but out of His side to be equal with Him, under His arm to be protected, and near His heart to be loved."

2.33. End: Story - I stand by the bed where a young woman lies, her face postoperative, her mouth twisted in palsy, clownish.  A tiny twig of the facial nerve, the one to the muscles of her mouth, has been severed.  The surgeon had followed with religious fervor the curve of her flesh; I promise you that.  Nevertheless, to remove the tumor in her cheek, I had cut the little nerve. 
Her young husband is in the room.  He stands on the opposite side of the bed, and together they seem to dwell in the evening lamplight, isolated from me, private.  Who are they, I ask myself, he and this wrymouth I have made, who gaze at and touch each other so generously, greedily?  The young woman speaks.  
"Will my mouth always be like this?"  she asks. "Yes," I say, "it will.  It is because the nerve was cut." She nods, and is silent.  But the young man smiles. "I like it," he says.  "It is kind of cute." All at once I know who he is.  I understand, and I lower my gaze. One is not bold in an encounter with a god.  Unmindful, he bends to kiss her crooked mouth, and I am so close I can see how he twists his own lips to accommodate to hers, to show her that their kiss still works.
� Ralph Earl


� David Hewitt; Mark; Pg.136.





