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“I have set my face as a flint!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Building Project: Meeting the needs of our growing community.
1.2. Intro: we have in vs.45 the key to the whole book of Mark.
1.2.1. It sums up the 2 main headings of his Gospel: Servanthood & Sacrifice.
1.2.2. After this point Mark will shift from Servanthood to Sacrifice.

1.3. Outline: Prediction; Ambition; & Determination!

2. PREDICTION! (32-34)
2.1. (32) Jesus marches boldly on before them.
2.1.1. Is.50:7 “Therefore I have set My face like a flint, And I know that I will not be ashamed.”

2.1.2. In contrast…The disciples were amazed & afraid. – Of course this isn’t at all what they had thought, planned, nor expected.

2.2. (33,34) This is the 3rd & final prediction of His passion. 
2.2.1. Here He finally names the destination…Jerusalem!

3. AMBITION! (35-45)
3.1. Q: What is ironic about their request?
3.1.1. There timing couldn’t have been worse for their self-seeking, which came right on the heels of the prediction of His death!

3.1.2. Maybe it was the mention of Jerusalem that triggered their inquiry? As they thought he was going to take his place on the throne of the kingdom! And, they wanted the best seats!

3.1.3. Here’s where Selfishness ran right into the chest of Selflessness!
3.2. (35) Matthew(20:20) lets us know that mom(Salome)had a part in this also.

3.3. (37) Q: Why do you think they go about asking the way they do?
3.3.1. They had enjoyed the unique privilege of glimpsing this glory on the mount of Transfiguration.
3.3.2. They wanted to get to Him 1st (i.e. the early bird gets the worm)

3.4. (38) “If you are a disciple, expect a cross, a cup, & a baptism, for the servant is not greater than his Lord.”

3.4.1. Cup = of sorrow. Baptism = of suffering.

3.4.2. Having asked to share in His Glory, Jesus offers them a share in His suffering.

3.5. (39,40) Here is “flesh” at its finest hour…“we are able!”
3.5.1. Do you desire a position? Then prepare yourself for it, rather than seek it selfishly!
3.5.1.1. But what if they don’t notice me? 
3.5.1.2. James 4:10 “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.”

3.6. You will! – James was going to be the 1st amongst the 12 to lose his life for Christ “It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword.” (Acts 12:1,2)
3.6.1. John was probably the last. Died of natural causes as best we know…but suffered many persecutions.

3.7. (41) Greatly displeased? – Because of James & John’s selfishness? Or, because the other 10 didn’t think of it 1st? 
Or, because they were jealous they didn’t get to Him 1st?

3.8. (42) Jesus turns the value system of the world totally upside down.
3.9. (43) The marks of true greatness are humility & service!
3.10. (44) Jesus brings out for a 3rd time “1st shall be last/slave of all”.

3.10.1. God’s pattern in Scripture is that a person must 1st be a servant before God promotes him or her to be a ruler!

3.10.2. You can’t give orders until you can take orders! – You can’t exercise authority until you can be under authority!

3.10.3. See the life of Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David, Timothy, & even the Lord Himself!
3.11. Paradoxes:
3.12. We conquer by yielding (Rom. 6:16-18); 
We find rest under a yoke (Mt. 11:28-30);  
We are made great by becoming little (Luke 9:48); 
We are exalted by being humble (Mt. 23:12); 
We become wise by being fools for Christ's sake (1 Cor. 1:20, 21); 
We are made free by becoming His bond servants (Rom. 6:10); 
We wax strong by being weak (2 Cor. 12:10); 
We triumph by defeat (2 Cor. 12:7-9); 
We find victory by glorying in our infirmities (2 Cor. 12:5); 
We live by dying (John 12:24,25; 2 Cor. 4:10,11).
We see unseen things (2 Cor. 4:18);
And we reign by serving (Mark 10:42-44);

3.13. (45) Q: New motivation for service? – “To give…not get!”
3.13.1. Jesus didn’t come to get your service but to give you His services!
Jesus didn’t come to gather your Merit but to show you Grace!
Jesus didn’t come to count up your works but to show you Mercy!
Jesus didn’t come to look for treasure but to bestow upon you unsearchable treasures!
Jesus didn’t come for those who think they are righteous but to look for sinners!
Jesus didn’t come to those who think they are healthy but to heal the spiritually sick!
Jesus didn’t come to those who think they are found but to seek & save the lost!
Jesus didn’t come for those who could see but to those who were spiritually blind!

3.13.2. Q: How can your life better conform to Jesus’ view of greatness? In the area of serving or giving?

3.14. Ransom – means “to loose”. The essential idea is “release”.
3.14.1. It indicated something was paid to secure that release. 
3.14.2. In the 1st century the most common use of the term was for redemption money to be paid to free a slave.

3.14.3. Christ gave Himself as the ransom price to free us from the slavery of sin.

3.15. For many – “for” often meant, “instead of” or, “in place of”!

3.15.1. So here it supports the doctrine of Christ’s substitutionary atonement. (i.e. He died in the sinner’s place as a ransom for him).

3.16. John did grasp this principle later! “By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” (1 Jn.3:16)


3.17. Q: So if you had one request of Jesus & know that it would be granted, what would it be?
3.17.1. Solomon picked, “an understanding(hearing) heart to judge Gods people” when he was asked, “What shall I give you?” by the Lord in a dream.

3.17.2. He didn’t ask for: long life, riches, nor the life of his enemies.

3.18. Q: Have we really grasped these servant principles?

4. DETERMINATION! (46-52)
4.1. Here is the last miracle recorded in the gospels before the week of passion. 
4.1.1. It’s Passover time so the streets would be packed the closer they get to Jerusalem.

4.1.2. Also, there were actually 2 blind men that were healed(Mt.), but obviously Bartimaeus was the prominent one.

4.2. (46) Jericho – An Oasis in the desert. City of Palms. “Place of fragrance.”
4.2.1. Explain 2 Jericho’s: 
4.2.2. [1] A Jewish city about 15 miles from Jerusalem. This is the one He “went out of”.
4.2.3. [2] There was also a modern Jericho He was approaching (Lk.18:35) built by Herod the Great in Graeco-Roman style.

4.3. (47,48) Son of David – a Messianic title.
4.3.1. Is.42:6,7 “a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness....”

4.4. (49) Jesus stood still – {I love that!} For a moment in time this blind beggar has the undivided attention of Deity!

4.4.1. Joshua made the sun stand still, but this blind beggar caused the Son of Righteousness to stand still! 

4.4.2. He who created the sun stood still, & the Lord listened to the voice of a man.

4.4.3. In spite of His impending death, Jesus makes time for Bartimaeus. Q: What does this tell us about His priorities? How do they compare with your own?
4.5. (49b) (NIV) “Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you.”
4.5.1. This should be every Christian’s cry to those who are recognizing their darkness & helplessness…“Cheer up! On your feet! He's calling you.”

4.6. (50) Here his eagerness? – he threw off his garment, he sprang up, he hurried to Jesus!
4.6.1. This is how we all must come to Jesus. Cast off our old filthy garment like Bartimaeus. 

4.6.2. Like Joshua the high priest “Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before the Angel. Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, "Take away the filthy garments from him." And to him He said, "See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.”
4.6.3. Like Lazarus, “Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth!" The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”


4.6.4. If you want to come to Jesus & be saved you must do the same!


4.7. (52) The 1st thing he saw was the face of Jesus!
4.7.1. He followed Jesus – We are not surprised from what we’ve learned of Bartimaeus thus far…that he followed Jesus on the road!

4.7.2. What road? – Well, it was the road to Jerusalem…to His death!
4.7.2.1. What road? He followed Jesus to: Atonement Avenue; Lonely Lane; Calvary Circle; Death Drive; Scourge Street; Broken Boulevard; Passion Place.

4.7.3. To follow Jesus on His road – What might be some of the costs? 
4.7.3.1. Some of your liberties? Some of your rights?
4.8. Bartimaeus & his Blind Buddy Begged by a Bunch of Bystanders on their Beat! The Begotten of God Brushed by, so Bart Bellowed Boisterously. The Bystanders Barked "Be quiet", But he Burst out again more Blatantly! The Beloved Bread of Life from Bethlehem Braked And Beckoned for Bart and his Bud to Be Bro's! Before Bart could Blink he said, "Bart & Blind Buddy, Be Better Bra's. I Bestow my Bountiful Blessings & a Benediction on you Both!" So they Bounced Behind Bugling their Belief as they Beamed down the Busy Boulevard! Bartimaeus & his Blind Buddy Begged by a Bunch of Bystanders on their Beat! The Begotten of God Brushed by, so Bart Bellowed Boisterously. The Bystanders Barked "Be quiet", But he Burst out again more Blatantly! The Beloved Bread of Life from Bethlehem Braked And Beckoned for Bart and his Bud to Be Bro's! Before Bart could Blink he said, "Bart & Blind Buddy, Be Better Bra's. I Bestow my Bountiful Blessings & a Benediction on you Both!" So they Bounced Behind Bugling their Belief as they Beamed down the Busy Boulevard!

4.9. When Helen Keller was asked if it was terrible to be blind she responded, “Better to be blind & see w/your heart, than to have 2 good eyes & see nothing!”
4.9.1. In this story Mark seems to delight in the irony of a blind man who perceives what the sighted cannot see!
Vance Havner, “Has He taken over in your heart? Perhaps He resides there, but does he preside there?”
Reside = To live in a place permanently or for an extended period.
Preside = To hold the position of authority.
� Warren Wiersbe; pg.661
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