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“Save Now, Clean Now!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Jesus now initiates this final confrontation that He knows to be the Father’s will for Him.

1.2. It was Passover time:
1.2.1. They are heading to Jerusalem for Passover(10:52).
1.2.2. Estimated between 125,00 to 250,000 in the area for Passover.
1.2.3. There was excitement, nationalistic fervor, & thus the Roman military special tasks force was on special alert.
1.2.3.1. Their Homeland Security Advisory System was elevated to Orange(High Threat level of terrorist attacks)

1.3. Outline: Save Now; Clean Now.
2. SAVE NOW! (1-11)
2.1. (1) Explain direction of travel - fish hook pointing left.
2.1.1. Bethphage = house of figs (next week/cursing of the fig Tree)
2.1.2. Bethany = house of dates.
2.2. Q: Why is this section important to us?
2.2.1. Well, a lot is happening here.
2.2.2. This is the 1sttime he allows a public demonstration to be displayed on His behalf.

2.3. [1] Jesus is revealing Himself as Messiah! How?
2.3.1. (9) “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!” (Ps.118:26)
2.3.1.1. He who comes = “the coming One”, a Messianic title!
2.4. [2] Jesus is revealing Himself as King!
2.4.1. Jesus is fulfilling Zech.9:9 “Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.”

2.5. [3] Jesus deliberately challenged the religious leaders & set in motion the official plot that led to His arrest, trial, & crucifixion.

2.6. So here we have the Prince of Peace; riding, not a horse(an animal of war) but a donkey, a symbol of peace; entering in to Jerusalem, the city of Peace; who called his disciples to be makers of peace(peace makers).

2.7. Q: Why a donkey?
2.7.1. It was a symbol of peace - There was nothing in any sense degrading in the idea of riding on a donkey. It was the sign of the peaceful mission of Christ.

2.7.2. It was a royal animal - Kings, high priests, judges, and the richest people of ancient and modern times have ridden on donkeys.
2.7.2.1. See 1 Kings 1:32-40 [It was an animal fit for a King!]
2.7.2.2. The donkey was considered the royal animal during David’s reign. After which they switched to horses.

2.7.3. It was never ridden – In both biblical & ancient culture an animal devoted to a sacred task must be 1 that had not been put to ordinary use.
2.7.3.1. 1 Sam.6:7 “Now therefore, make a new cart, take two milk cows which have never been yoked, and hitch the cows to the cart; and take their calves home, away from them.”

2.7.4. It was “tied up” – This points to a Messianic oracle pronounced by Jacob upon Judah in Gen.49:10,11.
2.7.4.1. “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh(Jesus) comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. Binding his donkey to the vine, And his donkey's colt to the choice vine, He washed his garments in wine, And his clothes in the blood of grapes.”

2.7.5. Interesting….ever see “The cross” on the back of a donkey?
2.7.6. Legend - Seeing the tragic event taking place, he wished with all his heart that he had been able to carry the cross for Jesus, as he was the proper one to carry heavy burdens. Ashamed of what was happening, the donkey turned his back on the sight, but would not leave for he wished to stay until all was over because of his love for Jesus. In reward for the loyal and humble love of the little donkey, the Lord cased the shadow of the cross to fall across his back and left it there for the donkey to carry forever more as a sign that the love of God, no matter how humble, carries a reward for all us to see.


2.7.7. We can all find encouragement from the fact that Jesus enlisted the donkey in His service!!!

2.8. Garments – It was customary for people to lay their outer garments on…
2.8.1. The donkey - 

2.8.2. The road - “Then each man hastened to take his garment and put it under him on the top of the steps; and they blew trumpets, saying, "Jehu is king!"” (2 Kings 9:13)

2.8.3. This indicated their willingness for him to have everything(“even the shirt off their back”) – even to trample their property if he so desired.

2.9. Branches  – John tells us they were Palm branches.
2.9.1. Which represented their nationalistic desire to be delivered.
2.9.2. When Simon Maccabaeus delivered Jerusalem 150 yrs earlier, it was celebrated w/praise, palm branches, & musical instruments, we learn in 1 Mac.13:51.

2.9.3. The Palm Frond was the symbol of the 2nd Maccabean Revolt.


2.10. Hosanna – Loud eastern Praise. These were Hebrews on Holiday!

2.10.1. “Save now”. Used in the OT of a direct appeal to the king, “Help, O king!” (2 Sam.14:4; 2 Kings 6:26)

2.10.2. They are quoting from Ps.118:25,26 which was part of the songs they sang as they ascended towards Temple mount (i.e. songs of ascent)

2.11. Luke tells us it went from “Triumphal Entry” to a “Tragedy of Tears!” (Lk.19:41-44)
2.11.1. Not w/quiet tears(like at Laz’s grave) but now w/loud & deep sorrow!
2.11.2. He wept over what they missed(42) & what was coming(43,44)!
2.11.3. The Lord pictures prideful, unrepentant, Jerusalem in a pile of rubble wet w/the blood of his people. 
2.11.3.1. History – The Jewish resistance was so fierce against Titus’ Roman legions. He had Jerusalem encircled & starved them out. The Jews lacked strength to bury their dead, so they started just throwing them over the walls of the city into surrounding ravines.

2.11.3.2. Josephus records “When Titus, going his rounds, beheld these valleys choked w/dead,…he groaned & raising his hands to heaven, called God to witness that this was not his doing. Such was the situation of the city.”


2.12. Q: What do you see when you look at your own city?
2.12.1. Q: Ever go to the top of our foothills & pray over your city?
2.12.2. If we saw through Jesus’ eyes we’d see some of the lives of Murrieta’s youth being wrecked by drugs, alcohol, sexual encounters, or gang activity! - We’d see some businessmen whose lives were empty & meaningless! - We’d see into the homes of struggling moms whose absent husbands pay no child support! – We’d see some elderly lonely, sick, & some just awaiting their death

2.12.3. Christians, have we forgotten that the Lord Jesus who looked over Jerusalem w/tears flowing down His face taught that when people die w/o Him they go to hell?

2.12.3.1. How dare man judge God for the damning of a soul. 
2.12.3.2. From what I know of my God, via Scriptures…I don’t think a soul was ever sent to hell w/o them 1st passing by Jesus weeping face!

2.12.3.3. The tears of Christ measure the infinite value of your soul!

2.13. This morning Jesus walks our isles moving in & out of every pew, stopping & examining every heart. He knows what we are inside!

2.14. We are at the calm before the storm! (here Marks’ story slows down)
2.14.1. He has a lot to communicate to us in this last decisive week.
2.14.2. Each of the NT writers makes Jesus death the most important aspect of his life & ministry!

2.14.3. Out of 16 chapters Mark will use the last 6 of them for this 1 week!
2.14.4. Luke used his 1st 2 ch’s to tell of Jesus 1st 30 years. 
Then ch’s 3-19 ½ for His 3 years of ministry. 
Then 19 ½ to ch.24 for Jesus last week of passion 

2.14.5. That’s, 25% of book for Jesus last week; only 8% to deal w/pre-public ministry.

2.15. (11) Note here, before he cleanses the temple, that this was well calculated…i.e. “not flying off the handle” when he got there the next day.
2.15.1. James 1:19b,20 “let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.”

2.15.2. Prov.19:11a “The discretion of a man makes him slow to anger,”

3. CLEAN NOW! (15-19)
3.1. The trouble w/righteous anger is that it is so much easier to be angry than righteous! (but it is possible to be both!)

3.2. Money! (15)
3.2.1.1. This all took place in “the court of the Gentiles” (only place where gentiles were allowed)
3.2.1.2. (ieron) “the outer court”; not
(naos) the inner sanctuary.

3.2.1.3. Jesus should have found prayer & worship there…not a noisy market place. 

3.2.2. Jesus had cleansed the Temple in the beg of His ministry in Jn. 2 at His 1st Passover visit.

3.2.3. Temple Tax was paid annually w/the Jewish silver ½ shekel.
3.2.3.1. So people had to exchange their Greek & Roman money.
3.2.3.2. This became a lucrative, dirty business. 
3.2.3.3. “Instead of a place for praying, it became a place for preying & paying!” (www)

3.3. Doves – were an offering for the poor.
3.3.1. Like what his parents brought at His own baby dedication at the Temple. “they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord…and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, "A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
 
3.3.2. Barclay said, “Outside doves cost as little as 3 ½ pence a pair, inside they were as much as 75 pence a pair.”

3.3.3. I think you know how it grieves the heart of our Lord to take advantage of the poor!
3.3.3.1. Prov.22:22,23 “Do not rob the poor because he is poor, Nor oppress the afflicted at the gate; For the LORD will plead their cause, And plunder the soul of those who plunder them.”

3.4. This seemed to be the County Fair & the Stock Exchange all rolled into one!

3.5. Shameful Shortcuts! (16)
3.5.1. They were using the temple mount for a shortcut from one side of the city to the other!

1.1. Robbers in God’s Living Room! (17)
1.1.1. 1st let me speak to those who would make the house of God “Only” a house of prayer!...It wasn’t only for that & shouldn’t be today!
1.1.1.1. It was for the tithe, the sacrifice, prayer, outreach, worship, teaching, healing, & purification to name a few!

1.1.2. Q: A “Den of Thieves” is what? - A place where thieves hide after they’ve committed their crimes.
1.1.2.1. The Jews were using the temple ceremonies to cover up their secret sins.

1.1.2.2. Read Is.56:6-8 & Jer.7:11.

1.1.3. Instead of being made holy in the Temple; the people were making the Temple Unholy!

1.1.4. Instead of playing “Hide & go seek”, they played, “Hide & go sin!”

1.1.5. 1st they tore up the commandments - then, showed up at church???
1.1.6. “The Temple can only give sanctuary AS a Sanctuary!” {Derek kidner}
1.1.6.1. When man takes over…God leaves. 
1.1.7. Note this Progression of Digression: 
1.1.8. [1] Mt.21:13(My house) “My house shall be called a house of prayer,”
1.1.9. [2] Mt.23:38 (your house) "See! Your house is left to you desolate”
1.1.10. [3] Mt.24:2(No house) “Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down."
1.1.10.1. My house, Your house, No house!
3.5.2. Jesse  James killed a fellow in a bank robbery and shortly thereafter was baptized in the Kearney Baptist Church. - Then he killed another man, a bank cashier, and joined the church choir and taught hymn-singing. - He liked Sundays, Jesse did, but he couldn't always show up at church…on two Sundays, he robbed trains!

3.5.3. Q: Do we as church members flee to church on Sundays in an attempt to cover up our sins? – Q: Do we “go to church” in order to maintain our reputation, or to worship & glorify God? - Q: if Jesus showed up today in our church what changes would he make? - Q: if Jesus showed up today in our personal temple(body) what changes would he make?

3.6. Jesus has become big business in our day!
3.6.1. Many making money in the name of Jesus. (Be careful what you support!)

3.7. Jesus shows us how important corporate worship is. It must be authentic & from the heart!
3.7.1. Definition of worship by Archbishop William Temple “to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the mind w/the truth of God, to purge the imagination by the beauty of God, to open the heart to the love of God, to devote the will to the purpose of God.”

3.7.2. See Jesus was looking for “fruit”(i.e. on the fig tree) from Israel. We’ll pick that up that theme next week. 
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