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Mark 13:1-13






      11-30-03
“The Little Apocalypse!”

1. Intro:
1.1. After teaching on the widows mite last week we received 142 penny’s in the tithe box. 
1.1.1. That means we have a bunch of jokesters, or by faith many stepped out in that area of giving faith!

1.2. Imagine the story of Cinderella ending after the act where she enjoyed the night at the Ball.
1.2.1. It would have been a wonderful dance…but no marriage! 
A great night on the town…but no hope for a groom! 
A thrill for the present… but no future!

1.2.2. So with the one act of God. We have “the birth, life, death, & resurrection & return of Jesus are all pages in the same book. 
1.2.2.1. Only one page is left to be turned!
1.2.2.2. If we leave off His 2nd coming…we’ve had a wonderful dance…but no marriage! - A great night on the town…but no hope for our groom! - A thrill for the present… but no future!

1.3. Q: So how do we recognize the signs of the times?
1.3.1. A tourist driving through West Texas stopped at a gas station and observed a piece of rope dangling from a sign labeled "Weather Forecaster." "How can you possibly tell the weather with a piece of rope?" the tourist wanted to know. "It's simple, sonny," was the droll answer.  "When the rope swings back and forth, it's windy, when it gets wet, it's raining, when it's frozen stiff, it's snowing, and when it's gone... tornado!"
1.3.2. We also need to look around at The World’s forecast!

1.4. Olivet Overview:
1.4.1. How do we study it? 
1.4.2. We will take it literally(not allegorically).
1.4.2.1. Though I believe this heartily I will not make it a test of orthodoxy or spirituality.
1.4.3. We will take it in the light of the rest of scripture(i.e. Daniel vs.14).
1.4.4. We will look for the practical application(it wasn’t written to satisfy curiosity) [4 x’s: “Take heed, watch out, take heed, Watch!”]
1.4.5. We will better understand present & future events!
1.4.6. We will not hold a narcissistic & self-centered eschatology!
1.4.6.1. (i.e. anything that happens to America, it must be the end.)
1.4.7. We will not set dates!
1.4.8. We will not be obsessed by it nor ignore it!
1.4.9. We will see & note the Jewish atmosphere of the discourse.
1.4.9.1. {4 Jewish men, asked a Jewish Rabbi, about a Jewish Temple. He warned them of: false Messiah’s, referred to Jewish courts & trials, & talked about fleeing Judea, & remember this tribulation to come was called “the time of Jacob’s trouble”(Jer.30:7)}

1.4.10. The chapter overview! – The Beginning of the Tribulation!(5-13); The Middle of the Tribulation!(14-23); The End of the Tribulation! (24-27) [See vs.8,14,24] – Rapture not discussed until vs.32-37.
1.4.10.1. We will just take the 1st section this morning.

2. DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE! (1,2)
2.1. LEAVING THE TEMPLE MOUNT!
2.2. (1) LOOK AT THE TEMPORAL!
2.2.1. The Stones! – Some were 40’ long, 12’ high, & 18’ wide.
2.2.1.1. Reckoned to be 150 tons.

2.2.2. The Buildings! – The building covered approximately 1/6th of the city.

2.3. (2) NO, LOOK AT THE ETERNAL!
2.3.1. 70 ad w/General Titus!

2.3.2. 1st of all Jesus already gave his assessment of the temple(11:15-17)
2.3.2.1. Jewish leaders had defiled it.

2.3.3. Jesus would depart from it & leave it desolate!
2.3.3.1. Mt.23:38 “See! Your house is left to you desolate;”

2.3.4. The Romans would destroy it!
2.3.4.1. According to the Historian Josephus, over a million people were killed, mostly through starvation; nearly 100,000 were taken captive.

3. SIGNS OF THE TIMES! (3-13)
3.1. LOOKING AT THE TEMPLE MOUNT! (3,4)
3.1.1. (3) Here we get the title of the “Olivet” discourse! 
3.1.1.1. Some call it, “The Little Apocalypse!”

3.1.2. Note inner circle + 1.
3.1.3. (4) 3 questions we see in Matthew 24:3.
3.1.4. The questions weren’t really being asked the right way, because they still had many political overtones in their questions.
3.1.4.1. e.g. in Acts 1:6(Post Res.)they were still asking, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”

3.1.4.2. It is like the boy asking his father, “Daddy, why does the sun shine in the daytime when we don’t need it, & not at night when we do?” 
3.1.4.3. That kind of question is difficult to answer, not because the answer is hard, but because the question is so wrong!

3.2. SIGNS OF THE TIMES! (5-13)
3.3. Jesus’ aim wasn’t to satisfy their curiosity about the future(or ours)but to encourage their faith & help them face the challenges that lie ahead.
3.3.1. A photographer has the ability to make two objects, 1 in the foreground, one in the background both come into focus.

3.3.2. That’s what Jesus does here, with an event in ad 70, & an event to come “the Tribulation!”
 
3.4. Take heed – Watch, keep your eyes open, evaluate, test, try the spirits, bring everything to the test!
3.4.1. The predominate note of the age will be one of deceit & confusion!

3.5. Signs of the “beginning” of the Tribulation!
3.5.1. Don’t get these mixed up w/”signs” of His Coming! These are only the beginning of sorrows(8).

3.5.2. The signs are: False Christ’s; Nations in Conflict; Natural Disturbances; & Religious Opposition & Persecution.

3.5.3. Though these have always been with us, obviously they will be an acceleration of these!

3.6. [1] FALSE CHRIST’S! (5,6)
3.6.1. Pages of history are filled w/tragic stories of False Messiah’s, False Prophets, & their enthusiastic disciples.

3.6.1.1. How easy it is for people to follow popular leaders w/their simple but erroneous solutions for the problems of life.

3.6.1.2. 1 Jn.2:18 “Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.”
3.6.1.2.1. These anti-Christ’s are not someone who is against Christ, but who appears instead of Christ!

3.6.1.2.2. These include all false cults in which we have many “Made in America”! [they come in the most subtle] (J.W.; Mormonism; Christian Science; Moonieism, Scientology; & others)

3.6.1.2.3. Their basic message is anti-Christian in that they reject the true Christ!

3.6.2. Don’t be deceived by these imposters!

3.7. [2] NATIONS IN CONFLICT! (7,8a)
3.7.1. The Roman Empire had enjoyed a measure of peace for many years…but it wouldn’t last.

3.7.2. This speaks of not a specific war(s), but instead a general course of the age. Continual turmoil among nations.

3.7.3. As Will Durant wrote, “In the last 3,421 years of recorded history only 268 have seen no war.”
3.8. [3] NATURAL DISTURBANCES! (8b)
3.8.1. Earthquakes – 
3.8.2. You want to get away from earthquakes? The best continent to live on would be…Antarctica.
3.8.3. To stay in America? Then try Florida & North Dakota.

3.8.4. There have always been earthquakes but “in various places” means “from place to place, everywhere, here & there”(LKGNT).
3.8.4.1. A quote from USGS(United States Geological Survey’s) estimates that several million earthquakes occur in the world each year, but many go undetected because they occur in remote areas or have very small magnitudes. The USGS now locates about 50 earthquakes each day; 20,000 a year.


3.8.4.2. Yesterday, 11/29 a 3.5 off the coast of Eureka. - The day before(11/28) a 2.9 12m. E. of Rainbow, just South of us.
3.8.5. Famine is often left in Wars wake. 
3.8.5.1. Famine is also caused by man’s abuse of the environment.
3.8.5.2. Famine is also can be sent by God as a judgment.
3.8.6. Beginnings of sorrows – [Sorrows = birth-pangs]
3.8.6.1. Birth pangs of course come suddenly, build gradually, & then lead to terrible sorrow.

3.8.6.2. Is.13:6-8 “Wail, for the day of the LORD is at hand! It will come as destruction from the Almighty. Therefore all hands will be limp, Every man's heart will melt, And they will be afraid. Pangs and sorrows will take hold of them; They will be in pain as a woman in childbirth;”

3.8.6.3. 1 Thes.5:3,4 "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.”

3.8.7. So, political & geological disruption will give false prophets & false Christ’s great opportunity to deceive people.

3.9. [4] RELIGIOUS OPPOSITION & PERSECUTION! (9-13)
3.9.1. Not only were the believers to take heed & avoid deceivers…but were also to take heed to themselves!
3.9.1.1. Why? – Because they would face increasing opposition & persecution from 2 main sources: [1] Official [2] Personal. 

3.9.2. OFFICIAL! (9-11)
3.9.3. Persecution would begin in the local Jewish courts & synagogues.
3.9.4. But then they would move to the higher courts.
3.9.4.1. Note: this happened in the book of Acts…local courts [Sanhedrin & High Priest(Acts 4,5,7); Herod(12); Magistrates in Philippi(16); Felix(23); Festus(24); King Agrippa(25); all the way up to Caesar]

3.9.5. They were to use these at opportunities to witness!...“for a testimony to them”(9b).
3.9.5.1. Persecution would only result in Proclamation!
3.9.5.2. Tertullian to his persecutors, “We multiply whenever we are mown down by you. The blood of Christians is seed!”

3.9.6. Of course this last century saw more Christian persecution & martyr’s then in all prior centuries…put together!

3.9.7. (10) Gospel preached to all nations – 
3.9.7.1. Q: Does this destroy the teaching of the imminent return of Christ? (i.e. He can’t return until…)
3.9.7.2. If this is spoken in the midst of the beginning of the tribulation, then by the end of the tribulation I believe there will be salvations from every Tribe, Tongue & Nation. 
3.9.7.3. Isn’t necessary before “the Rapture”. See  Rev7:9,14; 14:6,7
3.9.7.4. I don’t think that taking the gospel to all nations is a condition for our Lords return; it is certainly Christ’s commission to His people.
3.9.7.4.1. Q: Will you participate? (Don’t leave it for an angel, this is our calling!)

3.9.8. PERSONAL! (12,13)
3.9.9. Q: Why would family members rise up against each other?
3.9.9.1. We see this even today in the Middle East w/“Honor Killings”
3.9.9.2. ABU QASH, West Bank - Rofayda Qaoud - raped by her brothers and impregnated - refused to commit suicide, her mother recalls, even after she bought the unwed teenager a razor with which to slit her wrists. So Amira Abu Hanhan Qaoud says she did what she believes any good Palestinian parent would: restored her family's "honor" through murder.


3.9.9.3. In the 1st century, to the Jew the Christian faith was looked upon as heresy. And so it will be again in the trib.
3.9.9.3.1. They will be torn between their loyalty to their “ancient faith & their nation”, & to their family members.

3.9.9.3.2. Note, for My name’s sake!(13)
3.9.10. (13) He who endures to the end shall be saved – 
3.9.10.1. Not as a condition for salvation, for it applies to witnesses during the tribulation.

3.9.10.2. During the tribulation true believers will prove their faith by their faithfulness!

3.9.10.3. The Christian life is not a sprint but a Marathon!

3.10. Someone once said, “if the shoe fits…wear it!”
3.10.1. We can be like Cinderella, if the gospel fits…own it!

3.11. "One far-off divine event toward which the whole creation moves."
3.11.1. Believe it or not, an inscription in the dome of our Capitol in Washington, referring to the 2nd Coming of Jesus! (Billy Graham)
� Warren Wiersbe; pg.123


� http://earthquake.usgs.gov/


� Knight Ridder Newspapers Nov. 14, 2003 12:20 PM





