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“The Last 3 ½ Years!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Danny Arthur – Ordination.
1.2. Last week we dealt w/the “beginning” of the Tribulation(5-13, esp.8).
1.2.1. This week we’ll deal with the dead center of the trib(14-18); & then the Great Tribulation/later 3 ½ yrs.; & then wrap it up with Jesus 2nd Coming to earth, to set up His Kingdom reign.
   
2. THE MIDDLE OF THE TRIBULATION! (14-18)
2.1. (14a) Let the readers understand – Not present listeners, but future readers.

2.2. The abomination of desolation – 167bc Antiochus IV(Seleucid/Syrian King) also called Epiphanes/“Illustrious”, desecrated/polluted the Jewish temple by erecting an altar, dedicated to the pagan god Zeus in the holy place.
2.2.1.1. After taking over Jerusalem he tried to Hellenize(To adopt Greek ways & speech) the people, forbidding them to circumcise their children, offer Levitical sacrifices, & forced them to sacrifice swine.

2.2.2. But Jesus says this abomination is still future. – The world awaits a man, a world ruler, who will solve the worlds problems(esp. the Middle East). He will make a 7 yr. treaty…& then break it in the middle.

2.2.3. This time of year we sing songs of “peace on earth good will toward men” there will appear to be peace on earth…but then sudden destruction. 
2.2.3.1. “For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.” 1 Thes.5:3

2.3. Spoken of by Daniel (8:11-14; 9:27; 11:31; 12:11)
2.3.1. See Dan.9:27 (gives time period, in middle)

2.4. Where it ought not - This man/beast/antichrist’s has a sidekick the false prophet. He will make an image of the beast, breathe life into it, it even speaks. 
2.4.1. This image will stand in a place where it ought not.

2.5. (14b-18) Flee to the mountains – “head for the hills!”
2.5.1. “Get out as fast as you can!”
2.5.2. This same warning applied when Rome attacked Jer. in ad 70.
2.5.3. What happened in ad 70 foreshadowed what will happen in the middle of the tribulation.

2.5.4. Dr. Harry Rimmer “Coming events cast their shadows before. Straight ahead lies yesterday.”

2.5.5. (15-18) Just shares the urgency of it.

3. THE GREAT TRIBULATION! (19-23)
3.1. (19) In the Book of Mt. the last ½ of the trib. is called “the Great Tribulation.”
3.1.1. In the Book of Rev., the last ½ of the trib is called “the wrath of God”! (Rev.14:10,19; 15:1; 16:1,19; 19:15)

3.1.2. Vs.19 says this is unquestionably the worse this planet will have ever seen, or will ever see!
3.1.2.1. World-wide unprecedented trouble, horror, misery, & chaos on the earth.

3.1.3. Q: Why again is this Tribulation coming upon mankind?
3.1.3.1. [1] To pour out judgment on unbelieving man & nations because of their ungodlessness.

3.1.3.1.1. Rev.3:10 “Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.”

3.1.3.2. [2] It is to bring about the conversions of a multitude of Jews, who will enter into blessings of the kingdom, & experience the fulfillment of ALL of Israel’s covenants.
3.1.3.2.1. Multitude of Gentiles also.

3.1.3.3. [3] Another step in the process of God’s program, in dealing w/sin so that Messiah may reign. (i.e. purge/purify)

3.1.4. Q: Why so radical Jesus? Ever thought of a little softer approach, a little more humble approach, a little more seeker friendly? 
3.1.4.1. Oh, you tried that already when you 1st came…& you were rejected!
3.2. (20) Even in the midst of His wrath He remembers mercy(Hab.3:2)
3.2.1. The elect refer to Israel & Gentiles who believe in the Tribulation.
3.2.2. Shorten – i.e. He limits them to the 3 ½ yrs. already determined.
3.3. (21,22) If possible even the elect – What a great deception. 
3.3.1. Of themselves miracles are not proof of divine calling & approval.
3.3.2. The final test is the Word of God!
3.4. (23) See I have told you – Trust His Word!
3.4.1. He told us beforehand what to expect & what to avoid.
3.4.2. “His word is dependable & durable, so trust it.”
4. THE 2ND COMING! (24-27)
4.1. (24) Note “after the tribulation” (i.e. the end of it.).
4.1.1. Right when it looks as if the devil has control of this universe, God is going to shake his creation.

4.2. (25) This is a “Heaven-quake”!
4.2.1. Yes, world-wide chaos on the earth, but also terrifying signs in the heavens.

4.2.2. The universe seems to move towards disorganization!
4.2.2.1. Earths own star dims, & the moon’s reflective light is too little to see by.

4.2.3. Then in all this cosmological confusion Jesus will come in shining clouds of Glory!

4.3. (26) Jesus’ Return!
4.3.1. There are over 250 clear references to the 2nd coming of Christ in the NT!

4.3.2. Entire chapters are given to Christ’s return (Matt.13,24,25; Mark 13; Luke 21); and even the majority of some books (1 & 2 Thes; Rev)
4.3.2.1. Read Rev.19:11-16.

4.3.3. In contrast to His 1st coming, in obscurity & weakness, Jesus will return in majesty & glory. This time not to suffer & die but to rule & reign as King of kings & Lord of lords.
4.3.3.1. See Mark 8:38 (i.e. Fathers & angels glory!)

4.3.4. “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen.” Rev.1:7
4.3.4.1. There will be NO uncertainty of the fact that He has returned!

4.3.5. Jesus will defeat the devil(lock up); subdue the rebellious generation; bring everything into submission; this world will become the kingdom of our God & of His Christ forever!
4.3.5.1. “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.”

4.4. (27) This is the completion of the world-wide gathering of Israel.
4.4.1. His angels are released not as grim reapers, but as joyous reapers! (see diff. in Rev.14:14-16 Packaged Grapes are much different than Pressed Grapes! 17-20)

4.4.2. Yes, there is a future for Israel. Paul took a whole chapter to explain it (Rom.11 “I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew.”)

4.4.3. But I thought Paul said, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” Yes, as individuals we are(salvation is the same, we’re grafted into their tree), but “as a nation” becomes the issue in the end times.
4.4.3.1. God must keep his covenants to the “nation” of Israel.
4.4.3.2. Also when we say there is neither male & female, are we now all of the same sex? Has our sexual distinction ceased? Or, is it just in the area of salvation where there is no difference?
4.4.3.2.1. “In Christ there is association yet with distinction!”
