4

Mark 14:27-42







 1-11-04
“Not what I will, but what You will!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Gideon’s – Ken Dixon.
1.2. P.I. Team – Pray for.
1.3. Intro: Last week we looked at the wonderful fellowship in the Upper Room, but now they must be warned of the danger outside!

2. PETER’S DENIAL! (27-31)
2.1. Note the 2 “you will’s” & the 2 “I will not’s”!
2.2. (27,28) “You will stumble/fall away” –
2.2.1. Stumble how? – Probably over the fact that Jesus, as Messiah, didn’t assert His divine power in overthrowing His enemies, but rather submitted to them & allowed himself to be crucified!

2.2.2. Paul said in 1 Cor.1:23 “but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness,”
2.2.2.1. Same root as here. []
2.2.2.2. Stumbling – Literally it was “the stick which an animal stumbled over causing the trap to shut”

2.2.2.3. Here it is used to denote “something that trips men up.”

2.2.2.4. Why do I say what a word meant in the original language? The bible was written in 11,280 (Hebrew, Aramaic, & Greek words). The typical English translation uses only around 6,000 words.

2.2.2.5. Aaron & I got to see the rough cut of Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of The Christ”. It was awesome!

2.2.2.6. What impact will it have on those who see it?
It will be “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

2.3. Jesus quoted Zechariah 13:7 here.
2.3.1. To save the flock, the Shepherd had to be smitten!
2.3.1.1. "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” Jn.10:11
2.4. (29) “I will not stumble/fall away” – 
2.5. Poor man, he did not know how weak he was!
2.5.1. Q: Had he forgotten the traps that life can lay for the best of men?
2.5.2. Q: Had he forgotten that the best of men can step on a slippery place & fall?
2.5.3. Q: Had he forgotten his own human weakness?
2.5.4. Q: Had he forgotten the traps that life can throw at us?
2.5.5. Q: Had he forgotten the strength of the devil’s temptations?


2.5.6. Peter seemed to have a problem with applying Jesus’ commands to himself.
2.5.6.1. Q: Do you ever have a problem w/personal application?
2.5.6.2. “Let the man condemn Peter who never broke a promise, who never was disloyal in thought, or action to a pledge.”


2.5.7. Don’t miss the integrity of Peter having Mark write down his embarrassing words!

2.6. (30) “You will deny Me” – “before the cock crows twice, thou shalt deny me thrice.”

2.7. (31) “I will not deny You” –
2.7.1. Instead of humbly praying, “Lord, help me!” Peter kept on asserting “the more vehemently”.

2.8. Peter was not the only one with pride & boasting self-confidence… “And they all said likewise.”
2.8.1. They were all pathetically unaware of their inner weakness.

2.8.2. Q: Do you empathize or fail to empathize w/Peter’s declarations?
2.8.3. Peter loved Jesus, & even if his loved failed, it rose again!
2.9. We should heed His warnings for He knows what is coming!

3. IN THE GARDEN! (32-42)
3.1. GETHSEMANE! (32-34)
3.2. Here is a passage we almost fear to read, for it seems to intrude into the private agony of Jesus!
3.2.1. Weird, the 11 are asked to stay back, but we are invited in?
3.3. (32) Gethsemane – means “oil press”.
3.3.1. A press for squeezing the oil out of olives (used for cooking, as hairdressing, as a salve, & for fuel in the lamps of the day).


3.4. (33) He took Peter, James & John.
3.4.1. The same men who accompanied Him to the home of Jairus; & to the Mount of Transfiguration.
3.4.1.1. Warren Wiersbe notes that these 3 experiences parallel Philip.3:10, “that I may know Him[Mount of Trans] and the power of His resurrection[home of Jairus], and the fellowship of His sufferings [Garden of Gethsemane]”

3.5. Distressed – “being in the grip of a shuddering horror in the face of the dreadful prospect before him.” (LKGNT)

3.6. (34) Even to death -  “this burden is killing me, is crushing the life out of me.”
3.6.1. He wasn’t cringing in the face of physical death, instead He was dreading the moment when His Father’s face would be turned away from him.
3.6.1.1. The One who had lived every moment of His life in fellowship w/God the Father, was about to experience total separation!
3.6.1.2. Maybe the husband who is separated for the 1st time from  his marriage partner of 60 yrs, can just start to understand what separation from another means? (Robertson McQuilkin & Muriel; question at Missions conf.)

3.6.2. Jesus’ prayers reveal the conflict in His holy soul as He faced bearing the sins of the world on the cross.

3.7. TAKING THE CUP! (35,36)
3.8. He leaves 8 disciples at the front gate…then the inner circle a stones throw away…then goes it alone!
3.8.1. Did you know the hymn, “I come to the garden alone” – has nothing to do with Gethsemane? [Instead, 16:9]

3.9. This cup – a metaphor for His death. (also, “the hour” vs.41)
3.9.1. [1] A cup full of sin – a cup brimming full of jealousy, hatred, & covetousness…which he must drink.
3.9.2. [2] A cup full of wrath – As sin-bearer, he became the object of the Father’s holy wrath against sin.
3.9.2.1. 2 Cor.5:21 “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
3.9.3. [3] A cup of Curse –  Gal.3:13 “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”

3.9.4. And Jesus would drink the entire chalice of: man’s sin, & Gods wrath, & the Laws curse! – He drank it all!
3.9.4.1. Example: As an Altar Boy – watching the priest drink it all!

3.10. When you have a Gethsemane experience, pray what He prayed, “Not what I will, but what you will.”

3.11. Q: I guess there is no other way except this way huh?

3.12. SENTRIES SLEEPING AT THEIR POST! (37,38)
3.13. (37) Note who he singles out…Simon! (old name)
3.13.1. “Simon, you will go to your death with me, but you won’t stay awake & pray with me?”

3.13.2. The same Simon who fell asleep 3 times, will also deny Him the same number!

3.14. (38) Watch & pray – Or, be alert as you pray! - Keep your spiritual eyes open, for the enemy is near!

3.15. Lest you enter into temptation – (he sought prayer, not for himself but for them)
3.15.1. Q: What temptations were they about to face? (The temptation to doubt, scatter, deny Him!)

3.15.2. Q: Wouldn’t their outcome have been different if the would have prayed for the hour? Wouldn’t ours?

3.16. At least he recognizes their spirit was willing/ready!
3.16.1. Q: Is my spirit even willing? Or, is it also weak?
3.17. ASLEEP AGAIN! (39,40)
3.18. Wow, Jesus praying the same prayer?…I guess he does want us to pray sometimes more than once for the same petition!

3.19. Was Jesus Prayers heard? – Luke tells us that in Gethsemane, before the 3rd prayer, an angel was sent to strengthen Him.
3.19.1. Thus the Father answered, not by taking away the cup, but by helping Him to endure the cup!
3.19.2. Q: Brothers & sisters will he respond to your prayers any different?

3.20. They did not know what to answer Him – 
3.20.1. Q: Have you ever felt this way?
3.20.2. Parents – sometimes your kids aren’t going to have a good answer either! (Because there is no good answer)
3.21. 3RD TIMES THE CHARM! (41,42)
3.22. The hour – the hour for His betrayal, the hour for trial, & the hour for crucifixion. 

3.23. Lessons from the Garden!
3.23.1. Q: How do we deal with our own Gethsemane’s? 
A: Exactly how Jesus dealt with His! - How was that???

3.23.2. [1] With Dependant prayer! – All things are possible for You! 
3.23.2.1. 100% Dependence upon God, & Him alone!
3.23.3. [2] With Intense prayer! – Troubled & deeply distressed!
3.23.4. [3] With Honest prayer! – Take this cup away!
3.23.5. [4] With a Submissive heart! – Nevertheless…!
3.23.6. [5] With Intimate prayer! – Abba, Father!
3.23.7. [6] With a Surrendered heart! – Not what I will, but what You will!

3.23.8. Often times, dependent prayer won’t deliver us from our Gethsemane’s, more often it is delivers us through them.

3.23.9. Like Christ we need a “disciplined” prayer life!
3.23.9.1. 1 Tim.4:7 “exercise(discipline/lit. gymnasticize) yourself toward godliness.”

3.23.9.2. We need a disciplined prayer life that springs from a desire to please God.

3.23.9.3. Read Dr. J. Sidlow Baxter’s story.
� LKGNT; pg.388


� William Barclay; pg.342


� ibid; pg.342


� Ralph Earl; pg.112





