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Mark 15:1-15







2-8-04
“Roman Court!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Ordain - Eric Taylor.
1.2. Outline: One word to some up four people/groups.
1.2.1. Chief priests – Envy; Jesus – Silent; 
Pilate – Compromise; Barabbas – Free!

1.3. Compromise – (Russian Parable) “A hunter raised his rifle & took careful aim at a large bear. When about to pull the trigger, the bear spoke in a soft, soothing voice, “Isn’t it better to talk than to shoot? What do you want? Let us negotiate the matter.” – Lowering his rifle, the hunter replied, “I want a fur coat.” “Good,” said the bear, “that is a negotiable question. I only want a full stomach, so let us negotiate a compromise.” 
They sat down to negotiate, & after a time the bear walked away alone. The negotiations had been successful. 
The bear had a full stomach, & the hunter had his fur coat!!!
1.3.1. Compromises rarely satisfy both sides in equal measure!

2. ROMAN COURT! (1-15)
2.1. CHIEF PRIESTS – ENVY!
2.2. The official session is convened.

2.3. They bound Jesus & led Him away – He could have easily snapped those cords like Samson did to the Philistine ropes.
2.3.1. But there were other cords that bound Him!
2.3.2. The bonds of covenant agreements, oaths, promises. The bond of His love to you & I.

2.4. Envy – “Though the heavens should fall through our doing right, we are not to sin in order to keep them up.” (Spurgeon)
2.4.1. There's an old legend about a greedy man and an envious man who were walking along when they were overtaken by a stranger who got to know them.  And after a bit he said, as he departed from them, that he would give each of them a gift.  Whoever made a wish first would get what he wanted, and the other would get a double portion of what the first had asked for.  The greedy man knew what he wanted, but he was afraid to make his wish because he wanted the double portion for himself and didn't want the other to get it.  And the envious man felt the same way, and he was also unwilling to wish first.  After a while the stronger of the two grabbed the other by the throat and said he would choke him to death unless he made his wish.  And at that the other man said, "Very well.  I make my wish -- I wish to be made blind in one eye."  Immediately he lost the sight of one eye, and his companion went blind in both.

2.5. (11) stirred up the crowd - They were afraid they’d loose their prey!

2.6. They chose Barabbas!
2.6.1. They chose lawlessness over the law.
2.6.2. They chose the law-breaker instead of Jesus.
2.6.3. They chose war instead of peace.
2.6.4. They chose the man of blood instead of the Prince of Peace.
2.6.5. They chose hatred & violence instead of love.

2.7. Barabbas & Jesus stand for 2 different ways:
2.7.1. Barabbas – stood for the heart of hate, the stab of the dagger, the taking up of the sword to accomplish his conquest. 
2.7.1.1. The chief priests wanted a leading Zealot, a political activist, a man of action who would even murder to reach his own ends.

2.7.2. Jesus – stood for the way of love, & thus conquered with only 1 weapon…His love!
2.7.2.1. Jesus had disappointed them w/His inaction.
2.7.2.2. They wanted revolution, not a King riding a donkey!

2.7.2.3. Barabbas seemed much more logical!

2.8. JESUS – SILENT!
2.9. God’s holy silent lamb!
2.9.1. Is.53:7 “He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.”

2.10. Ok, but why did He remain silent?
2.10.1. Because there was nothing to be said!
2.10.2. The hatred of the Jews was an iron curtain which no words could penetrate.

2.10.3. The cowardice of Pilate in face of the mob was a barrier no words could pierce.


2.11. Q: Why else should we remain silent?
2.11.1. “There is a place of stillness that allows God the opportunity to work for us & give us peace. It is a stillness that ceases our scheming, self-vindication, & the search for a temporary means to an end through our own wisdom & judgment. Instead, it lets God provide an answer, through His unfailing & faithful love, to the cruel blow we have suffered.” (A.B.Simpson)

2.12. PILATE – COMPROMISE!
2.13. Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea(a.d. 26-36).
2.13.1. The 1st inscription bearing his name wasn’t found until 1961.
2.13.2. It was found in excavations at ancient Caesarea on the seacoast.
2.13.3. Ordinarily Pilate would have been residing there in the official Roman palace.
2.13.3.1. But at Passover season, when religious riots often took place, the governor found it wise to be in Jerusalem w/extra contingents of soldiers.

2.13.4. He was largely unpopular because he showed little or no understanding of Jewish sensitivities. (i.e. had his soldiers bring flags bearing images of Caesar into Jerusalem, almost causing a rebellion)

2.13.4.1. He also raided the sacred Corban treasury of the Temple to pay for building an aqueduct.

2.13.5. Pilate probably gained his position by marrying Claudia Procula.
2.13.6. Basically he lived for his career – in short, for self!
2.14. He was willing to content the people.
2.14.1. Yet, repeatedly stated that he found no fault in Jesus.
2.14.2. Jn.18:38 “Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And when he had said this, he went out again to the Jews, and said to them, "I find no fault in Him at all.”
2.14.3. Lk.23:14 “You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man concerning those things of which you accuse Him”.
2.14.4. Jn.19:4 “Pilate then went out again, and said to them, "Behold, I am bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I find no fault in Him.”
2.14.5. Lk.23:22 “Then he said to them the third time, "Why, what evil has He done? I have found no reason for death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him and let Him go.”.
2.14.6. Mt.27:24 “When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, "I am innocent of the blood of this just Person. You see to it.”

2.14.7. Pilate lacked the courage to stand for what he believed.
2.14.7.1. He wanted to avoid a riot, so he gratified the crowd(15).
2.14.7.2. Plate didn’t ask, “Is it right?” Instead, he asked, “Is it safe?” “Is it popular?”

2.14.8. So Pilate tries: [1] A quick dismissal! [2] To give the people a choice! (Jesus/Barabbas) surely sanity will prevail!  [3] Then thought I’ll scourge him so the sight of the suffering prisoner would somehow arouse their pity! (Ecce Homo, “Behold, the Man!”)

2.15. Q: What can we learn from him about the dangers of compromise?

2.16. Q: So where did his compromise get him?
2.16.1. Because of his cruel administration he was later recalled to Rome. 
2.16.2. And ended up committing suicide. (4th cent Historian Eusebius)

2.16.3. He lost all the way around!

2.17. Q: Did Pilate want to do what was right? (yes)
2.17.1. Q: What kept him from doing what was right? (wanting to gratify the crowd!)
2.17.2. Q: How can we keep from yielding to the same temptation? (Be content w/pleasing God…& God alone!)

2.18. BARABBAS – FREE!
2.19. He had made insurrection(open revolt against civil authority) against Rome.
2.19.1. And in the revolt had committed murder.
2.19.2. In the eyes of the emperor he would be considered a dangerous political prisoner. (a Terrorist) 

2.20. Jesus was delivered, Barabbas was released!
2.21. Barabbas = son of the father.
2.22. Barabbas should have died for his crime but Jesus occupied his cross!
2.22.1. Let’s place ourselves in Barabbas’ cell that Thursday night.
2.22.1.1. Contemplating death by torturous crucifixion.

2.22.2. The light of the mornings sun rays beam into the prison cell. 
2.22.2.1. Then, the sounds of marching soldiers coming to take you away to that horrible, yet deserving death.

2.22.3.  Then the words of the soldier, “Barabbas…you’re free!”
2.22.3.1. “Free???” – “Yes, another is to die in your place!”
2.22.3.2. “This just, holy, & innocent man to die in my place?”

2.22.4. What a picture of divine Grace this substitutionary death presents!
2.22.4.1. Barabbas could say, “He died for me!”

2.23. Henry Thiessen writes: “At first God and man stood face to face with each other. In sinning, Adam turned his back upon God. Then God turned His back upon Adam. Christ’s death has satisfied the demands of God and now God has again turned His face toward man. It remains for man to turn round about and face God. Since God has been reconciled by the death of His Son, man is now entreated to be reconciled to God.”


2.24. The need, therefore, for Christ’s death was twofold:
2.24.1. [1] It was necessary because of God’s holiness.
2.24.2. [2] It was necessary because of man’s sinfulness.

2.25. Story – An ancient king enacted a law against a certain crime, & the punishment of anyone who committed the crime was that he should have both eyes put out. His own son committed the crime. The king, as a strict judge, said, “I cannot alter the law; I have said the loss of 2 eyes shall be the penalty. Take out 1 of mine & one of his.” So he strictly carried out the law. But at the same time, he was able to have mercy in part upon his son. 
2.25.1. But the case of Christ goes further than that. He did not say, “Exact half the penalty from me, & half from the sinner.” He said, “Put both my eyes out. Nail me to the tree. Let me die. Let me take all the guilt away, & then the sinner may go free.”

2.25.2. “God treated Christ like He lived your life, & He treated us as if we lived His life!”
2.25.2.1. 2 Cor.5:21 “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
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