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2-22-04
“A Lonely Death & An Honorable Burial!”

1. Intro:
2. A LONELY DEATH! (33-41)
2.1. THE 6TH HOUR, NOON!  (33)
2.2. Our Lord’s 7 statements: 3 before noon, 4 at 3pm, 0 from noon to 3pm.
2.2.1. [1] "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do."
 
2.2.2. [2] "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise."

2.2.3. [3] "Woman, behold your son!" "Behold your mother!" (Jn.19:26.27)

2.2.4. [4] "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" (Mk.15:34)
2.2.5. [5] "I thirst!" (Jn.19:28)
2.2.6. [6] "It is finished!" (Jn.19:30)
2.2.7. [7] "Father, 'into Your hands I commit My spirit.” (Lk.23:46)

2.2.8. When Darkness fell, there was silence on the cross, for it was then that He was made sin for us!

2.3. The Darkness! (33)
2.3.1. At noon when the sun is normally at its brightest a sudden miraculous darkness came over the land.

2.3.2. Remember it was Passover. Passover required them to remember back the 1st Passover. (Passover had to do w/the 10th plague)

2.3.3. Q: Do you remember the 9th plague? (Read Ex.10:21-29)
2.3.3.1. Darkness(it was even felt). - How long? 3 days.

2.3.4. Q: Do you remember the 10th plague? (Ex.12:29,30)
2.3.4.1. Death of 1st born. – The shed Lamb’s blood meant the saving of life for some & the surety of death for others.

2.3.5. Now, this Passover: 
2.3.5.1. We have darkness for 3 hours. – The death of a 1st born(God’s own) – His blood shed, saving some & damning others. 

2.3.6. Darkness seemed to symbolize: [1] A sign of judgment. [2] “Outer darkness” is one of the expressions Jesus used to describe hell. 
[3] Total separation from God’s presence. Is.59:2 “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.” Is.59:2
[4] It was a sign of mourning! “And it shall come to pass in that day," says the Lord GOD, "That I will make the sun go down at noon, And I will darken the earth in broad daylight;…I will make it like mourning for an only son” Amos 8:9,10 
2.3.6.1. “The cross is draped w/the mourning sackcloth of darkness!”


2.3.6.2. I remember at 5 yrs old as a R.C. we weren’t supposed to talk from noon to 3pm. I remember my neighbor Marilynn Lacy asking me to play,(w/teeth clenched) “I can’t talk”, why not? “I can’t talk”


2.3.7. The darkness over the land was nothing compared to the darkness that settled over Jesus’ spirit!

2.3.8. It was God’s will that His Son should “taste death for everyone”

2.3.8.1. This was not only physical death but also spiritual death.
2.3.8.2. “It would seem that in the human consciousness of Jesus he felt at this moment as though He were lost.”


2.4. THE 9TH HOUR, 3PM!  (34-41)
2.5. The Forsaking! (34-36)
2.5.1. The Living Bible is very interesting here in 2 Cor.5:21 “For God took the sinless Christ and poured into him our sins. Then, in exchange, he poured God’s goodness into us.”

2.5.2. Read excerpt from “When God Weeps” pg.53,54

2.6. The Last Cry! (37)
2.6.1. Jesus was not murdered; He willingly laid down His life for us.
2.6.2. He was not a martyr; He was a willing sac for the sins o the world
2.6.3. Jesus gave His life; It was not taken from Him. (He was conscious to His very last breath)

2.6.4. When He said, “It is finished” it is in the perfect tense meaning “It has been & it forever will be finished!”
2.7. The Veil! (38)
2.7.1. There was also an earthquake (Mt.27:51 NIV “At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split.”)
2.7.1.1. There was an earthquake at Sinai when the law was given; & now an earthquake at Calvary when the law was fulfilled!

2.7.1.2. Jesus purchased freedom from the Law & freedom from the entire sacrificial system.

2.7.2. The Veil had separated man from God, but now, through His death, he opened for the whole world a “new & living way”
2.7.2.1. Heb.10:19,20 “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh,”

2.7.3. If there was a sign hanging above the veil it would have originally read, “No Entry! Keep Out! Danger! No Trespassing!”
2.7.3.1. Now it would read, “Come boldly to the throne of grace, that you may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

2.7.4. Torn in two from top to bottom – [1] Speaks of the completeness of Jesus’ sacrifice(not torn ½ way!) 
[2] It is something God did(not torn from bottom to top)

2.8. The Centurion! (39)
2.8.1. Here’s an unexpected figure, a Gentile centurion who had no doubt seen many crucifixions in his time.
2.8.1.1. This time, something was different.

2.8.2. He stood opposite Him – Thus, he stood facing the cross!
2.8.2.1. The cross did what not even the life of Jesus could do!
2.8.2.2. Look how quick we see fulfilled the statement “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”

2.8.3. His confession seems to be the climax of the whole of Mark’s Gospel!
2.8.3.1. See Mark 1:1, 10,11.
2.8.3.2. This would be significant also for Mark’s 1st readers, as they were Romans!

2.8.4. Again, we have w/the cross, the true horror of sin & 
the full extent of God’s love!

2.9. The Women! (40,41)
2.9.1. What a contrast to His disciples who had boasted that they would die for Him!

3. AN HONORABLE BURIAL! (42-47)
3.1. THE 9TH HOUR, 3PM!  (42-47)
3.2. The day before Sabbath they couldn’t have anyone hanging on a tree!
3.2.1. Deut.21:22,23 “If a man has committed a sin deserving of death, and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, "his body shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you shall surely bury him that day, so that you do not defile the land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance; for he who is hanged is accursed of God.” 

3.2.2. Keep in mind, Roman law said that a criminal lost all rights to a decent burial.

3.2.3. Interesting, they were so calloused in their killing of the Savior, while being very religious in their keeping the Sabbath???

3.3. The Courageous! (42-46)
3.3.1. 2 secret believers now w/a new found boldness after His death!
3.3.1.1. Wow,, how were they after His resurrection? 
3.3.2. The other is Nicodemus. Joe bought the linen & the tomb. Nic 100 lbs. of spices. (Must hurry before night fall)
3.3.2.1. Both were members of the Council/Sanhedrin. 

3.3.3. Q: Is ‘secret discipleship’ a real option?

3.3.4. Q: Ever have to move a dead body? (I did in Haiti)
3.3.4.1. Q: What was it like for these 2 men?
3.3.4.2. (46) They took him down. Ladder. Pulled the nails from his hands. No easy way to do that. 

3.3.5. Q: What was running through their heads as they did this?
3.3.5.1. Q: Did Nicodemus remember "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted” (Jn.3:14)

3.3.5.2. Q: When Joseph “took Him down” did he consider Isaiah 52:14NIV "his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred beyond human likeness”

3.3.5.3. Q: When they saw & touched the spear wound, did they flash back to "he was pierced for our transgressions” Is.53:5

3.3.6. Q: Did the both feel embarrassment for being “secret” believers? For not speaking up at the council meeting for Jesus?
3.3.6.1. “He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.” Is.53:3

3.3.7. Q: Carrying His corpse on the way to the Joseph’s own unused tomb, did they realize they were fulfilling Is.53:9? “And they made His grave with the wicked; But with the rich at His death”.
3.3.7.1. They spared Him the shame of the criminal’s burial! (i.e. thrown into the garbage dump outside the city walls; AKA Gehenna)


3.3.8. (Ken Gire) “This is the hour of late blooming love that draws then out of the shadows to fearlessly befriend their Savior!...Even a late blooming love is fragrant & beautiful to You!”

3.4. (44,45) Already dead –This is proof that Jesus actually died on the cross.
3.4.1. This would be important later when the disciples begin to preach the resurrection.

3.5. (46) Laid Him in the tomb – i.e. “He was buried”. 
3.5.1. “For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,” (1 Cor.15:3,4)

3.6. The Women! (47)
3.6.1. Women were the last at the cross on Friday!
They were present at His burial that late afternoon!
They were the 1st at the tomb on Sunday!

3.6.2. Women were eye witnesses to His death(15:40,41), burial(15:47), & resurrection(16:1)!

3.6.3. The church owes much to the sacrifice & devotion of believing women.
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