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“The Gospel Beachhead!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Mike Ramsey – Iloilo, P.I.
1.2. Romans – The 1st book of the bible I ever read. 
1.2.1. (Thus, a special place in my heart!)
1.2.2. To Martin Luther he loved his wife Catherine Von Bora, & he said of the Book of Romans… “It is my Catherine Von Bora”.
1.2.2.1. Where his heart 1st found religious peace!

1.2.3. Paul gives the grandest presentation of Christian Doctrine found anywhere in Scripture.

1.2.4. In this book, Augustine, Luther, & Wesley all came to assured faith through the impact of Romans.
 
1.2.5. John Chrysostom (5th century’s greatest preacher) had Romans read aloud to him once a week!

1.2.6. Kent Hughes, “it is…grace-filled, God-exalting theology that beckons the mind to stretch, the heart to soar, & the soul to sing.”

1.2.7. “Romans is no light snack for the soul. It’s a full-course meal meant to be savored over time.”


1.3. Q: What happened today exactly 60 years ago? (D-Day)
1.3.1. D-Day began the liberation of Europe June 6, 1944. The day on which Allied forces landed in northern France to begin the liberation of occupied Europe in World War II.

1.3.2. Read General Eisenhower’s D-Day Proclamation. [pg.6]
1.3.3. As step one was establishing a beachhead for Victory…so we’ll see this morning the importance of a beachhead for Gospel Victory, if we want to affect this world for Christ!

2. THE GOSPEL BEACHHEAD! (1-17)
2.1. A MAN AND HIS MANIFESTO! (1-7)
2.2. (1) A Man – Paul.
2.2.1. Paul was on his 3rd missionary journey[prob. wrote from Corinth 56ad]

2.2.2. [1] Bondservant = All slaves have masters, & Paul’s is Christ!
(This also communicates humility)
2.2.2.1. Ex.21:5,6 “But if the servant plainly says, 'I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free,' "then his master shall bring him to the judges. He shall also bring him to the door, or to the doorpost, and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he shall serve him forever.”

2.2.3. [2] Apostle = God initiated this process. Paul didn’t choose the role for himself.

2.2.4. [3] Separated = He was set apart for God to serve the interests of the gospel of God.

2.3. (2) Salvation in Christ has been God’s great plan from the beginning.
2.3.1. This isn’t some newfangled message opposed to Judaism. 

2.4. (3-6) Manifesto = a public written declaration of principles, policies, and objectives.
2.4.1. What a minisermon of a greeting!

2.5. (7)  His Recipients – to the believers in Rome (Jew & Gentile both).
2.5.1. Q: Did Paul start this church? (nope, hadn’t visited yet!)
2.5.1.1. Most likely started after Pentecost. (Acts 2:10,11) “…visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,…we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.”

2.5.1.2. Paul’s been in the East evangelizing, doing church plants, & training leaders from Judea to Macedonia for about 10 yrs.

2.5.2. Rome? – The seat of paganism, idolatry, materialism, & growing hostility toward Christianity – Yet, the light of Christ is burning bright enough for the whole empire to see.

2.5.2.1. But in America we have so many distractions! Pashaa!
2.5.2.2. Do we compare to Rome? - Take all U.S. churches & turn them into Pagan Shrines. Make our President a Christian hater...then we can start to compare!

2.5.3. Grace & Peace – combine Greek & Hebrew greetings.
2.5.4. Grace is what we receive; Peace is what we experience as a result of the activities of God on our behalf.

2.6. A MAN AND HIS MISSION! (8-15)
2.7. (8) It was their faith! - Not their church size, not their wealth, nor their busyness...but their vibrant & steadfast faith!
2.8. (10-13) Longing – He had many friends in Rome. (ch.16)
2.8.1. He longed to visit, & this letter would prepare the way.

2.9. (14,15) Debtor to all! – People of all ethnic groups, income & educational levels, cultural distinctives, ages, & of both genders.

2.10. Debtor – Binding obligation placed upon debtors in ancient world.
2.10.1. As believers we are free from the debt of sin, but we are debtors to witness to a lost world.
2.10.2. Q: Are you paying your spiritual debts?
2.10.3. Listen carefully to this quote…you won’t believe who this is from! “Every Christian--as he explores the historical record of Scripture and tradition and comes to a deep, abiding faith--experiences that Christ is the risen one and that he is therefore the eternally living one. It is a deep, life-changing experience. No true Christian can keep it hidden as a personal matter. For such an encounter with the living God cries out to be shared--like the light that shines, like the yeast that leavens the whole mass of dough.”
 (Pope John Paul II)
2.10.3.1. John Paul almost sounds like an Evangelical there?


2.10.4. I think we are safe to say, “Paul was gripped by the gospel!”
2.10.4.1. Q: Have you been gripped w/the gospel?

2.11. A MAN AND HIS MESSAGE! (16,17)
2.12. Ashamed? – Think of the resistance, ridicule of that day.
2.12.1. The Jews hated it – it undermined their system of self achieved-righteousness.

2.12.2. The Gentiles hated it – How dare these Christian’s teach there is only one God!

2.12.3. Paul says the Gospel is nothing to be embarrassed about or hidden.


2.13. The Gospel – God has good news!
2.13.1. It was Promised(2); It was Purchased(4); It is Preached(16a); 
It has Power(16b).

2.13.2. (E. Stanley Jones) “Religions are man’s search for God; the gospel is God’s search for man. There are many religions, but one gospel.”

2.13.3. God knew to take this world back He’d need a beachhead – He choose the shore of the Mediterranean…Israel.
Jesus knew to take this world He’d need a beachhead – He choose the shore of the Sea of Galilee…Capernaum.
Paul knew to take this world he’d need a beachhead – He choose the shore of the Mediterranean also…Antioch.
C.C.C.M. was asked in 1985, by a small struggling congregation called, “Murrieta Union Church” to set up a beachhead in…Murrieta.
2.13.3.1. Q: Murrieta, what is our next step? 
2.13.3.1.1. On D-Day, Normandy wasn’t the objective, that was simply the launching point once taken!

2.13.3.2. We need to take our land! (100’s of families moving into our community!)

2.13.3.3. We need to plant more beachheads! (Where? School, work, neighborhoods)

2.13.3.4. We have 38 beachheads this summer! (Murrieta, you’ve opened up 38 homes, in 38 different neighborhoods, for VBS this summer - PTL)

2.13.3.5. This weekend at the Balloon & Wine Festival groups have been taking shifts manning the booth we have over there.
2.13.3.5.1. Tell story of young couple(Didn’t know it was $18 to get in. Started to leave, someone came up & gave them 2 free tickets. They ended up coming to the booth, talked with our workers there. Got saved! – “This must be a God-thing!”)

2.13.3.6. We are in a war & God is a war strategist! (Ex.15:3 “The LORD is a man of war; The LORD is His name.”) You need to seek God’s strategy for you! 
2.13.3.7. Q: What beachhead does he have for you this week?
2.13.3.7.1. Start a home study in your neighborhood? Start a 20 min. B.S. in your work breakroom(if ok from your boss)? Mom’s w/little one’s, B.S. in the park? Campus B.S.? Elderly facilities(read bible stories, play a guitar)?
2.13.3.7.2. Commit to sharing, something of the Lord, in the 1st 15 minutes of meeting someone. (Whitefield)

2.13.3.8. Saving knowledge is diffused over the earth, not like sunlight but like torchlight, which is passed from hand to hand.

2.13.3.9. But instead, how often are we guilty of going home at the end of our day, & praying for the unbelievers that we safely avoided all day?

2.14. Its Power – It is powerful…Not You!
2.14.1. You cannot domesticate the gospel! – It is Not like a domesticated dog, but more like a mountain lion!
2.14.1.1. Sometimes we treat the gospel like a domesticated canine. We dock its tail, crop its ears, take it through our own personal obedience training, place a bow in its hair, perfume it, pamper it, & Voila!...but now our domesticated gospel hound...has no teeth!

2.14.2. The idea is not to "get" the word out, but to "let" the Word out.
2.14.3. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Do not defend God's word, but testify to it.”


2.14.4. Walter Brueggemann said, “The gospel is too readily heard and taken for granted, as though it contained no unsettling news and no unwelcome threat. - It is a truth that has been flattened, trivialized, and rendered inane.”
 
2.14.4.1. But Brian wait it is Good News! 
Yes, but rejection has consequences…i.e. Bad News!

2.14.5. Martin Niemoller said, “The gospel is not defense, but rather attack,”

2.15. To salvation – While other institutions can provide services, only the church offers a gospel that can transform a life from the inside out. 
2.15.1. The gospel can save us, forgive us, & bring us into the family of God!

2.15.2. “One can't inhale its fragrance and be content to leave everything the way it is!”

2.16. The “Just” – This is the basic theme throughout Romans.
2.16.1. What it means to be “justified” & what it means to live a “righteous” life!
2.16.2. Justification is God’s gracious act by which He declares the believing sinner righteous in J.C. because of the work of Christ on the cross. (www)”
2.16.3. A righteous standing before God leads to a holy life before men.
2.17. By faith – as opposed to “by works”!
2.17.1. It’s been said, “We are not saved by works or by faith plus works; we are saved by a faith that works.”

2.17.2. The believer’s righteousness in Christ means that our acceptance & worth before God cannot be earned…but only received.

2.17.3. And on this very verse Martin Luther realized that all his efforts to work his way to God had been futile. He found the very righteousness of God granted to him in Christ!
This address by General Dwight D. Eisenhower was delivered to troops participating in Operation Overlord, code-name for the Allied invasion of Normandy. Bad weather had almost foiled Eisenhower's plans for the attack, but the D-Day invasion, as it came to be called, succeeded in surprising the Germans and establishing a crucial allied beachhead in France.

General Eisenhower's D-Day Proclamation

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force!


You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we have striven these many months. The eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and prayers of liberty-loving people everywhere march with you. In company with our brave Allies and brothers-in-arms on other Fronts, you will bring about the destruction of the German war machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny over the oppressed peoples of Europe, and security for ourselves in a free world.


Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well trained, well equipped and battle-hardened. He will fight savagely.


But this is the year 1944! Much has happened since the Nazi triumphs of 1940-41. The United Nations have inflicted upon the Germans great defeats, in open battle, man-to-man. Our air offensive has seriously reduced their strength in the air and their capacity to wage war on the ground. Our Home Fronts have given us an overwhelming superiority in weapons and munitions of war, and placed at our disposal great reserves of trained fighting men. The tide has turned! The free men of the world are marching together to Victory!


I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty and skill in battle. We will accept nothing less than full Victory!


Good Luck! And let us all beseech the blessing of Almighty God upon this great and noble undertaking.


Dwight Eisenhower
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