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“The Believers Benefit Package!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Opening Prayer - There is a story about a general under the emperor Cyrus. While he was away, his wife was accused of treason and sentenced to die. The general returned before the sentence was carried out. He pleaded with Cyrus to let him die in his wife's place. Cyrus was touched. "Love like that must not be spoiled by death," Cyrus said. He pardoned the wife. And as they left the palace, the husband said, "Did you notice how kindly the king looked at us when he gave you a free pardon?" She said, "No. I had no eyes for the king. I saw only the man who was willing to die for me." 

1.2. Besides a workers salary, he usually has a compensation package. And then, often on top of that he “gets” a Benefit Package. Or, maybe a “signing bonus”!

2. THE BELIEVERS BENEFIT PACKAGE! (1-5)
2.1. BENEFIT PACKAGE! (1,2) 
2.2. Vs.1 summarizes the entire argument of the 1st 4 chapters.

2.3. Peace!
2.3.1. Not necessarily a state of inner tranquility.
2.3.2. “It means to be in a relationship w/God in which all hostility caused by sin has been removed!”


2.3.3. A sign in front of a church said, "If life is a puzzle, look here for the missing peace" and spelled that last word p-e-a-c-e! 

2.3.4. In 1971, a tribe of cave dwellers was discovered in the Philippines, living in a primitive fashion as hunters and gatherers. They wore orchid leaves and bark for clothing. They had no enemies and no word for war!

2.3.5. Jesus Christ is called the Prince of Peace. Not the Prince of Hope (though that would be appropriate). Not the Prince of Love. Not the Prince of Faith. He is called the Prince of Peace.

2.3.6. Oh, caution! - Peace with God = War with Satan!
2.3.6.1. You’ll never read anywhere in Scripture that you’ll have Peace w/Satan!
2.4. Access to God!
2.4.1. By faith we have gained access into this gracious relationship.

2.5. Hope of sharing the glory of God!
2.5.1. We rejoice in our hope of getting to share in the glory of God. Thus, we can face the future w/joy!

2.5.2. We can already reflect that glory by living an obedient life.

2.6. SIGNING BONUS! (3-5) 
2.7. Better than the Ginzu Knives advertisements…“And if you act now we’ll through in w/your set of steak knives, a stainless potato peeler.”
2.7.1. And not only that… (But wait!...)

2.8. Q: “But what about the sufferings of Christians? Don’t they take away from its blessedness?”
2.8.1. A: No, there is value to sufferings!

2.9. Tribulation produces perseverance!
2.9.1. Tribulation = “suffering, affliction, hardships, pressures.”
2.9.1.1. (lit.)Pressure - “It describes distress that is brought on by outward circumstances.”

2.9.2. Perseverance = patient endurance. “The capacity to endure calmly, confidently, & w/o complaint.” (J. Sidlow Baxter)

2.9.3. Trials work for us, not against us. And they develop Christian character!

2.9.4. Tribulation is a thorny tree, but it yields sweet fruit.


2.9.5. Example: A guitar string only fulfills its purpose when it is removed from its old package, stretched as tight as it will go, & then plucked!

2.9.6. Example: When a storm comes at sea, a ship turns to face the tempest. If the vessel allows the storm to hit its side, it will capsize. If it turns its back to the storm, the storm will drive it wherever the wind blows. Only in facing the storm is the ship safe.

2.9.7. The sun has a sinking spell every night, but it rises again all right the next morning.

2.9.8. Remember, "The dark clouds are things that pass; the blue heavens always abide."

2.10. Perseverance produces character!
2.10.1. Character – describes the quality of being approved; i.e. “standing the test”.

2.11. Character produces Hope!
2.11.1. Hope – Is the final level in these 3 steps toward spiritual maturity.
2.11.1.1. Hope always burns brightly in those whose character has been developed through overcoming trails. 

2.11.1.2. “Hope is not the tuition we pay as we enroll in the school of adversity. Rather, it is the diploma awarded to those who by the grace of God do well on the tests.”


2.11.2. Priest and poet George Herbert wrote in The Temple (1593-1633), "He who lives in hope danceth without music."

2.12. (5) Love of God shed abroad on our hearts!
2.12.1. Frequently at the great Roman games the emperors, in order to gratify the citizens of Rome, would cause sweet perfumes to be rained down upon them through the awning which covered the amphitheater. (Spurgeon)
2.12.1.1. Such is the love of God!

2.12.2. Billy Graham, When we preach atonement, it is atonement planned by love, provided by love, given by love, finished by love, necessitated because of love. - When we preach the resurrection of Christ, we are preaching the miracle of love. When we preach the return of Christ, we are preaching the fulfillment of love.


2.12.3. These words teach the “inwardness” of true, Christian religion.
2.12.4. Christianity isn’t only something believed; it is something experienced.

2.12.5. “Christianity is God, no longer in Temples of man’s building, but immediately known & possessed in the human heart through direct invasion of the Holy Spirit.”


2.13. DEATH BENEFITS! (6-11) 
2.14. If he did so much for us when we were enemies, think what He will do for us now that we are His children.
2.15. (8) These 4 words are the most important for humanity, ever recorded.
2.15.1. “Christ died for us!”
2.15.2. A Historical Act/Christ died; Theological Significance/for us.
2.15.3. In 1944, C.E. Goodman of Hallmark Greeting Cards wrote a slogan: "When You Care Enough to Send the Very Best."
2.15.3.1. We can say the same about God the Father!

2.15.4. J.C.Ryle, “Sin must indeed be exceeding sinful, when the Father must needs give His only Son to be the sinner's Friend!”

2.15.5. We can be “doubly-sure” God loves us! (H.S. in vs.5; Jesus in vs.8)
2.15.5.1. H.S. pours love into us; Jesus died for us.

2.15.6. Pour = both abundance & diffusion(pond/Tidy Bowl Blue).

2.16. (9) Another benefit of justification is the assurance it brings about the final judgment. (“saved from wrath”)
2.16.1. Wishful thinking? Good guess work? – Nope, it is based upon the solid foundation of what God HAS already done!
2.16.1.1. Note: His blood,…not our sweat & tears!

2.16.2. And he did this based on our “goodness”? No, our “badness”! 
2.16.2.1. We were His enemies. We were at our very worse!

2.16.3. There is a saying among Italian sculptors, who often miss the chisel and hit their own hands with the hammer: "When the blood flows out, the mastery enters." 
2.16.3.1. It was so with Jesus. It was his death on Calvary that made him the master of our souls. "There is power in the blood."

2.16.4. Believers are saved from the wrath on that last day. “and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.”

2.16.5. (Spurgeon) A very skillful bowman went to the mountains in search of game. All the beasts of the forest fled at his approach. The lion alone challenged him to combat. The bowman immediately let fly an arrow and said to the lion, "I send you my messenger, that from him you might learn what I myself will be when I assail you." The lion thus wounded rushed away in great fear, and when a fox exhorted him to be of good courage and not to run away at the first attack, he said, "You counsel me in vain, for if he sends so fearful a messenger, how shall I abide the attack of the man himself?" 
     If the warning admonitions of God's ministers fill the conscience with terror, what must it be to face the Lord himself? If one bolt of judgment brings a man into a cold sweat, what will it be to stand before an angry God in the last great day?
2.17. (10) My insecure friends listen to this well!
2.17.1. This is His “how-much-more” argument!
2.17.2. If God did this when we were at our worst, how much more will He do for us, now that we have been made right w/Him.

2.18. ADAM TO MOSES! (12-14) 
2.19. Ch.4 Paul went all the way back to Abraham & David to explain how God justifies sinners…now he goes all the way back to Adam!

2.20. (12) Through one man sin entered…death spread - Like the man who on a ship went down into his birth & started cutting a whole into the side of the ship. When yelled at to stop he said, “What does it matter to you? The hole I have made is under my own berth.”
2.20.1. Adam affected all by cutting a whole in the side of life’s ship, in that, we’re all on the “same boat”!

2.20.2. “Sin entered the world, and death through sin” - Noah probably understood this truth better than any. Looking out his boat at all the floating carcasses. Or, maybe Abraham looking at the ashes of Sodom & Gomorrah. Or, Moses who watched the earth open up & swallow Korah, Dathan, & Abiram.

2.21. ADAM & JESUS! (15-19)
2.22. 5 parallels. (1st 3, contrasts; last 2 comparisons)
2.23. (15) Adam’s trespass vs. free gift of God’s grace in Jesus.
2.24. (16) Adam brought condemnation vs. Jesus, justification.
2.25. (17) Adams death vs. Jesus, life.
2.26. (18) Adams condemnation vs. Jesus, acquittal.
2.27. (19) Adams disobedience vs. Jesus, obedience.

2.28. SIN & GRACE! (20,21)
2.29. (20a) Law makes wrong doing all the worse.
2.29.1. It was never intended to provide salvation, but to convince people of their need for it!
2.29.2. A stick really looks crooked when you hold it next to a straight one.

2.30. (20b) Where sin increased…Grace “superabounded”, “surpassed by far”, “exceeded immeasurably”, “overflowed beyond”.
2.30.1. God lavished His grace upon us beyond all measure!

2.31. End: The oft-enjoyed game of  "Monopoly" has one card that is discovered occasionally when someone lands on "Chance": "Return to 'Go'-collect $200." The irony of the directive is that in one respect it seems to penalize, but in another it rewards. 
2.31.1. Go back & start over,…but start over again richer! 
2.31.1.1. Richer in His Peace; richer because access is granted; love, Grace, mercy, hope, glory.
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