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“New Master – New Love!”

1. Intro:
1.1. In 1982, "ABC Evening News" reported on an unusual work of modern art: a chair affixed to a shotgun. It was to be viewed by sitting in the chair and looking directly into the gun barrel. The gun was loaded and set on a timer to fire at a undetermined moment within the next hundred years. The amazing thing was that people waited in lines to sit and stare into the shell's path! They all knew that the gun could go off at point-blank range at any moment, but they were gambling that the fatal blast wouldn't happen during their minute in the chair.

1.1.1. Yes, it was foolish, yet many people who wouldn't dream of sitting in that chair live a lifetime betting that they can get away with sin. 
1.1.2. Foolishly they ignore the risk until the inevitable self-destruction!

1.2. Outline: Let me preface this with “I didn’t put these 2 metaphors next to each other” - Slavery & Marriage. ( 
1.2.1. They are actually 2 examples Paul gives to explain our new life in Jesus.
1.2.2. Outline: A New Master; & A New Love!

1.2.3. Last time we looked at A New Life(6:1-14); Today we will look at the other 2.

2. A NEW MASTER! (6:15-23)
2.1. (15) Like question in vs.1.
2.1.1. Not under the law – but that doesn’t give us license to become outlaws!

2.1.2. Some believers felt that since they were under grace instead of law, they could sin w/o dire consequence.
2.1.2.1. Paul uses this analogy of slavery to combat a casual attitude toward sin.


2.1.2.2. Probably the churches #1problem today!!!

2.2. (16) Read Joshua 24:14,15.
2.2.1. Bob Dylan, though messed up now, hit it on the mark in the 70’s w/his hit “Gotta Serve Somebody!”
2.2.1.1. Read Lyrics.
2.2.1.2. No one is completely free! (i.e. absolutely dependant from authority or control)

2.2.1.3. Ironically, only by being a slave to Christ are we truly free.

2.2.1.4. Paul says we only have 2 choices!
2.2.1.4.1. Serve Sin = leads to death.
2.2.1.4.2. Serve Christ = leads to eternal life.

2.3. Q: Both demand what? - Obedience!
2.3.1. Some actually think that they are in control of their own destiny.
2.3.1.1. They feel neither their handcuffs nor their fetters.

2.3.2. Regardless of the religious claims they made, their real master was identified by the commands the obeyed.
2.3.2.1. If they obeyed the commands of sin, then sin was their master, & death their destiny!
2.3.2.2. If they obeyed the commands of rt., then rt. was their master, & life their end!

2.3.3. Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”
2.3.3.1. Jesus was saying you can’t be equally devoted to God & our own appetite for material things.

2.3.4. Saint Augustine in The City of God said, “A wicked man serves not just one master, but, what's worse, as many masters as he has vices.”

2.4. Young cuckoo birds reach maturity only with the help of foster parents. When an adult female is ready to lay her eggs, she looks among the nests of other birds in her territory until she finds one with new eggs of a similar shape, size, and color to her own. While the resident birds are away from the nest, she then removes an egg and lays one in its place, carrying the stolen egg away for a meal. The stowaway cuckoo almost always develops and hatches before its foster brothers and sisters. It uses this advantage to get rid of its competition, either by ejecting all other objects (eggs or chicks) from the nest or by trampling the others once they have hatched. This amazing instinctive behavior ensures that the foster parents focus all of their reproductive energy on the cuckoo.

2.4.1. At conception the Cuckoo bird of sin was placed in our life. It’s goal?…our demise! 

2.4.2. Our only hope? Outside help! (see 17,18! “set free”)
2.5. (17,18) As Christians though, our choice of masters has already been made!
 ( 
2.5.1. Note past tense in these verses.
2.5.2. So, the question of ownership & our allegiance has already been settled.
2.5.2.1. Christ has rescued us from the cruel reign & mastery of sin, & brought us under His caring ownership.

2.5.3. Listen to what has already been done for you! (security for the believer)

2.5.3.1. You have died to sin(6:2); have been baptized into Christ’s death & res.(6:3-5); our old selves were crucified w/Him (6:6); free from sin(6:7); now living for God(6:8-11); not under the law but grace(6:14).

2.6. “As long as the blood-red flag of Christ’s cross floats over the castle of your heart, Satan may get possession of eye-gate & ear-gate & mouth-gate for a while, but Christ is still king.”


2.7. (19) Human terms? – i.e. metaphor of slavery doesn’t completely do justice to the new Christian’s freedom in Christ.
2.7.1. But it does help us in seeing the change of allegiance & domination from sin to Christ.

2.7.2. Also, slavery is an ongoing condition rather than a 1-time purchase.

2.8. (20-23) Listen for: 2 masters, 2 freedoms, 2 fruits, & 2 destinies.

2.9. (22) If a Christian fails morally, it is not because the needed power was not available. It is because it was not appropriated.

2.9.1. Sanctification is the process of being made holy, which results in a changed lifestyle for the believer!

2.10. Why did Muhammad Ali change his name from Cassius Clay? He said that Clay was a name that came from slavery and he would not wear it any longer. 
2.10.1. What he did not know was this: the Cassius Clay for whom he was named was a fiery opponent of slavery. He opposed it at a time when it was quite dangerous to do so. On the other hand, the original Muhammad Ali did nothing to replace slavery with freedom. 

2.10.2. As Christians we wear the name of the one who set us free.
2.11. (23) Wages – provisions, wages of a soldier.
2.11.1. Deserved payment versus an undeserved gift!


2.11.2. The pleasures of sin are never compensated for by the wages of sin. – Sinning is not worth it.


2.11.3. Two things there are which man has no arithmetic to reckon, and no line to measure. 
2.11.3.1. One of these things is the extent of that man's loss who loses his own soul. 
2.11.3.2. The other is the extent of God's gift when he gave Christ to sinners.

2.11.4. Chinese proverb: You don't drown by falling in the water, you drown by staying there. (Will you receive the gift? - Or continue to earn sins wages?)

2.11.5. Q: What do we say to the person who doesn’t feel the weight of their sin? 
2.11.5.1. If a dog having a great stone bound about his neck is cast down from a high tower, he feels no weight of that stone as long as he is falling down, but when he is once fallen to the ground he is burst all to pieces by the reason of that weight. [John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, 1508]

2.12. Choose your Master!

2.13. Q: What old behaviors that plagued you in the past are improving because of Christ in you?
2.14. Q: Which do you still struggle with?
2.15. Q: What members can you present in a new way to facilitate change?

3. A NEW LOVE! (7:1-6)
3.1. We haven’t only died to sin(6:2) but also to the law(7:1).
3.1.1. Thus, the law no longer wields authority over us.

3.1.2. Paul laid down the principle that the law exercises lordship over a person only as long as that person “lives”.

3.1.3. Death cancels the Law’s claim upon that individual.
3.1.4. To illustrate this he uses the covenant of marriage.
3.1.4.1. A married woman is legally bound to her husband as long as he lives.
3.1.4.2. If he dies she is free to marry another man.
3.1.4.3. She is “released” – katargeo; to render inoperative, abolish.
3.1.4.3.1. (i.e.) She is completely absolved or discharged.
3.1.4.3.2. It can be seen as a special thing if a widow/er remarries right away…“marriage was good to them”!

3.1.5. The death of the believer took place when by faith that person became identified w/the crucified Christ.
3.1.5.1. "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. - "I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain." Gal.2:20,21

3.1.6. The purpose of this death then is not to make us a widow/ widower, but that we might belong to another husband!
3.1.6.1. Our Savior becomes our new “husband”!
3.1.6.2. Why? That we should bear fruit to God!
3.1.6.3. Roy Hession in The Calvary Road - We are not called upon to produce the fruit, but simply to bear it.

3.2. Think about it…If a marriage must be based on laws instead of love, it is going to make for an unhappy home.

3.3. We were in bondage to sin & written regulations. Law was our old master. Now we are set free to serve our new master in a new way, in the Spirit. 

3.4. Be true to your husband, Jesus Christ!
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