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“It’s a Volcano not a Mountain!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (German poet, dramatist, novelist, and scientist) said, “God had enough for a saint & a devil, & he put it all in me.”
1.1.1. Maybe you’ve felt the same at times in your Christian walk?

1.2. Q: Believers, do you long to live on a higher plane?
1.3. Q: But do you find yourself constantly being dragged to the abyss of disobedience by the power of sin?
1.3.1. Struggle & conflict are typical of Christian experience. 
1.3.2. Defeat & Despair are not!
1.3.3. Q: What 2 things are the key to living a victorious & triumphant life?

1.4. When asked to account for the sleeping giant Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines(600 yrs), a research scientist from the Philippines Department of Volcanology observed, "When a volcano is silent for many years, our people forget that it's a volcano and begin to treat it like a mountain." 
1.4.1. Like Mount Pinatubo, our sinful nature always has the potential to erupt, bringing great harm both to ourselves and to others. 

1.4.2. The biggest mistake we can make is to ignore the volcano and move back onto what seems like a dormant "mountain."

1.4.3. Never forget, your old nature is a Volcano…not simply a mountain!

2. GOOD LAW OR BAD LAW? (7-12)
2.1. (7) If the law cannot change us or control us...what good is it?
2.1.1. To reveal sin, & it does its job well! 

2.2. Covetousness – Haddon Robinson defined it as, “Covetousness is simply craving more of what you have enough of already.”

2.3. (8) Taking opportunity – (lit.) Taking a starting point. 
2.3.1. A base for military operations for an expedition. (LKGNT)
2.3.2. Paul knew sin had a base camp in our souls which is constantly carrying out missions against us! 

2.3.2.1. It’s hard fighting an enemy on their soil…but even harder to fight against hidden terrorist in our own country! And such is sin!!!

2.4. Paul learned that the law even aroused evil desires in him!
2.4.1. Wow! If something as holy as God’s law(12) can arouse sinful desires, what wicked sinners we must be!
 [good point!]

2.4.2. Q: Can your conscience relate to these thoughts? 
2.4.2.1. “I know Adultery to be wrong, but as I watch this TV show I find myself routing for this couple as they seem so right for each other, even made for each other!”

2.4.2.2. “I know that is not how a Christian should behave by talking with his fists, but man can he fight!”

2.4.2.3. Yes we know unmistakably that knowing God’s laws arouses evil desires in us also!

2.4.2.4. This is also what gives it the characteristic of transgression!


2.4.3. Maybe Lev.18 is where Jerry Springer’s writers looked for material for their episodes, under “the laws of sexual immorality”!

2.4.4. The law brings out the worse in us, but love brings out the best in us!

2.5. (11) Sin…deceived me – “The trouble with trouble is that it usually starts out as a whole lot of fun.” anonymous

2.6. (12) Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good.
2.6.1. And yet it reveals sin(7), provokes sin(8), & results in death(9-11)

2.6.2. Q: What does this bring to light concerning the character of sin?
2.6.2.1. Wow! It is powerful!

2.7. So is our problem a Law problem or a Nature problem? (Nature problem)
2.7.1. Show experiment: 
2.7.2. Here in this dish lies Baking Soda(representing our Nature)
2.7.2.1. It is still & quiet until another substance is added.

2.7.3. I will now pour Vinegar(representing the Law)
2.7.3.1. It begins to smoke & burn up, but not from the fault of the vinegar, but from the nature of the Baking Soda which will not endure it.

2.7.4. Thus proving, the law is not at fault, but our evil & wicked nature is!
2.7.5. Another example: (LAB) It’s a sunny summer day & you decide to jump in the water at the beach in Oceanside. It feels great. While swimming you notice a sign on the pier, “No swimming sharks in the water!” Your day is ruined. Is it the signs fault? Are you angry w/the people who put the sign up?

2.7.5.1. The law is like the sign. It is essential, & you are grateful for it. – But it doesn’t get rid of the sharks!

2.7.6. More examples: When you read “Wet Paint. Don’t touch” what do you immediately want to do? – “No U-Turns” “Keep off the Grass”.
2.7.6.1. In Maui as we snorkeled, “Don’t touch the Turtles” (That is Turtle Harassment!) – One family member just had to!

2.7.6.2. Read St. Augustine’s Confessions pg.29. {share same b-day}
2.7.6.3. [He stole pears from a pear tree…& didn’t even like pears].
2.7.6.3.1. He did it because it was forbidden!

2.7.6.4. At Monte Vista H.S.(Whittier) We committed breaking & Entering for “Tennis Balls”! (I didn’t even play tennis)

2.8. (7-12) Q: So what is the stronger force in a man’s life, the law or sin?
2.8.1. (Sin!) Thus, it is the inevitable result of a life under the law, even at its best!

3. PAUL’S PERSONAL TESTIMONY! (13-25)
3.1. Paul now expands what he meant by “the oldness of the letter”(vs.6 or, “the old way of the written code”NIV) in the following verses. 
3.1.1. The law of God commands from without, but sin as a power within compels obedience to its own dictates.


3.2. And note he moves now to the 1st person singular.
3.2.1. This is Paul’s real day to day struggles & own experiences.
3.2.1.1. Yes, he was saved at this time.
3.2.2. How pompous for any Christian who says they don’t struggle with the old sin nature anymore!

3.3. (13) So in vs.12 we saw the law was good. Here sin is bad. And vs. 7-25 is the relationship between the redeemed person’s sin nature & the law.
3.4. Sin…exceedingly sinful!
3.4.1. Q: Why didn’t he call sin “exceedingly black”, or “exceedingly horrible”, or “exceedingly deadly”? 
3.4.2. A: Because, there is nothing as bad as sin…so he had to call it by its own name. 

3.5. (17) Wait a minute Paul, are you avoiding personal responsibility for your actions?
3.5.1. No, he is speaking to the base desire, not the action itself.

3.6. (21) Evil is present with me – The more we grow in Christ, the more aware we become of our sin & the more we hate it & want to be rid of it.
3.6.1. Like Isaiah “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts." (6:5)
3.6.2. Like Job “I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear, But now my eye sees You. Therefore I abhor myself, And repent in dust and ashes.” (42:5,6)
3.6.3. Like John “when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead.” (Rev.1:17)

3.7. (20) We want to love what He loves & hate what He hates.
3.8. (23) This refers to everything w/in us that is more loyal to the world & self than to God.

3.9. Inward conflicts show us we are spiritually alive!
3.9.1. It shows there is some life in the soul that hates sin!

3.10. (24) Who will deliver me from this body of death?
3.10.1. Deliver me – he was not attacking his sin, this sin was clearly attacking him. 

3.10.2. He wasn’t like a soldier who was leading an attack, he was a soldier asking to be rescued
 from the hands of the enemy.

3.10.3. Sometimes sin flies at us like a lion springing forward.
3.10.4. Sometimes Satan & his minions are jealous of the celestial Spirit w/in us!

3.10.5. Q: What 3 things don’t in themselves…help us stamp out sin?
3.10.5.1. [1] Knowledge of what the law demanded! (9) 
3.10.5.2. [2] Self-Determination from sin! (15)
3.10.5.3. [3] A Profound Christian Experience! (22-25)

3.10.6. Both of these laws contended for mastery in him.
3.10.6.1. Paul didn’t offer a neutral battleground.
3.10.6.2. Instead, he was deeply biased in favor of the law of God(22).

3.11. Wretched man that I am – Just like John’s picture of the Laodicea church.
3.11.1. Rev.3:17 “Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'; and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked;”

3.12. (25) (NIV) So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.

3.13. Q: What 2 things then are needed in this battle?
3.13.1. [1] A Deliverance from the condemnation, which the law of God pronounces.

3.13.2. [2] A Power within, greater than that of sin, to enable us to do God’s will.

3.13.3. Both are provided in Christ (as Paul will show in ch.8 - which expounds vs.6’s “newness of the Spirit”).

3.13.4. Rom.7 doesn’t provide a complete picture of Paul’s spiritual experience.
3.13.4.1. In fact, it prepares its readers for ch.8.
3.13.4.2. It sets the stage for the triumph of ch.8.

3.13.4.3. As we recognize our inability to live up to our deepest spiritual longings…this leads us to cast ourselves upon God’s Spirit for power & victory!

3.14. The Holy Spirit w/in us helps us to do what God wants us to do, & to be what He wants us to be. 
3.14.1. We can keep our love relationship w/the Lord alive & exciting, & thus producing righteousness instead of wretchedness!

3.14.2. Becoming like Christ is a lifelong process. Thus, that is why Paul likens Christian growth to a strenuous race or a tiring fight.

3.14.3. “Sanctification is a gradual process that repeatedly takes the believer through this reoccurring sequence of failure through dependency upon self to triumph through the indwelling Spirit.”

3.14.4. The Christian life is a battle, but the war is already won. 
3.14.5. The struggle is just part of the journey!

3.15. Helpful hints: 
3.15.1. [1] Thank God for your freedoms through Jesus Christ!
3.15.2. [2] Let the reality of Christ’s power lift you up to real victory over sin.

3.16. D. L. Moody, “When I was converted, I made this mistake: I thought the battle was already mine, the victory already won, the crown already in my grasp. I thought the old things had passed away, that all things had become new, and that my old corrupt nature, the old life, was gone. But I found out, after serving Christ for a few months, that conversion was only like enlisting in the army--that there was a battle on hand.”

3.17. Remember our old nature is a Volcano…don’t treat it like a mountain!
� Warren Wiersbe; pg.735


� Taken from an Augustine quote(Spurgeon At His Best) “The law is not at fault, but our evil & wicked nature; even as heap of lime is still & quiet until water is poured on it, but then it begins to smoke & burn, not from the fault of the water, but from the nature of the lime which will not endure it.”
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