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“Spirit Livin!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Prayer: Lord, we remove our spiritual shoes, for we are treading on holy ground here in this chapter!

1.2. Intro: Ever dream of being like some of the bible heroes?
1.2.1. Pretending to be Paul dragging his bloody body back into the town, & preaching Jesus again, where he was just warned not to!

1.2.2. Standing in Elijah’s shoes as he called down fire from heaven.
1.2.3. Ladies, like Jael, Heber's wife, who took a tent peg & a hammer in her hand, and went softly to Sisera(Israel’s enemy) and drove the peg into his temple, and it went down into the ground; for he was fast asleep and weary. So he died.

1.2.4. David w/his sling shot, “baam” right between the eyes! 
1.2.5. Yes, we dream of these…but then resign ourselves to doubt like Thomas, deny like Peter, or be discouraged like Martha, when Jesus didn’t show in time. 

1.2.6. We want to be spiritual champions, but our old nature seems to laugh at it every chance it gets!
1.2.6.1. Like Chuck Swindoll said, “We’ve felt the subtle yet almost irresistible riptide of temptation drawing us out to sea of pleasure & then drowning us in its consequences.”

1.2.6.2. But what we learn here is that we don’t have to kill a giant or slay a dragon. – It’s not about performance but about faith, & in whom we place that faith!

1.3. So after reading Rom.7:18-21(read), must we as believers spend our whole life on earth frustrated by ongoing defeats of indwelling sin? And, is there power provided to achieve victory?

1.3.1. 1st question No! - 2nd question Yes! 
1.3.2. It is the indwelling Holy Spirit who is the source of divine power for sanctification.

1.3.3. It is the indwelling Holy Spirit who is the secret for spiritual victory in daily living.

1.4. Chapter 8 – Paul uses Spirit/spirit 21x’s. (At least 18 refer to the Holy Spirit)
1.4.1. Thus more references here to the Spirit then in any of his writings.
1.4.2. We have here Paul’s fullest discussion of the new life of the Spirit.
2. WHO WILL DELIVER ME! (1-4)
2.1. (1) To Who? To those in Christ Jesus - Those who are “in union” with Him.
2.1.1. Those who have their faith in Him & their identification w/Him.
2.1.2. They are justified, declared righteous, stand in His grace, are no longer under his wrath, possess eternal life,…all of our sphere of safety is “in Christ Jesus!”

2.2. (1,2) He launches out w/a mighty declaration of freedom!
2.2.1. Make mention of 1b not in most modern translations(is in vs.4).
2.2.2. Note 2 laws in vs.2 - “the law of the Spirit of life” & “the law of sin and death.”
2.2.2.1. [1] “the law of sin and death.” – described in 7:14-25
2.2.2.2. It always is close by ready to ambush you!
2.2.2.3. It always is ready to challenge your every desire to do right.
2.2.2.4. It seeks to capture its former sin abiding citizen. 
2.2.2.5. It wages relentless warfare. [Can you relate?]

2.2.2.6. [2] “the law of the Spirit of life” – described in ch.8.
2.2.2.7. This law shattered the dominion of the old law of sin & death.
2.3. Condemnation? 
2.3.1. The Message Bible: “Those who enter into Christ’s being-here-for-us no longer have to live under a continuous, low-lying black cloud.”

2.3.2. Jerome’s Latin Vulgate(405ad): used “Damnationis”.
2.3.3. () “judgement against someone”. (LKGNT)
2.3.3.1. It means, “the punishment following sentence.”

2.3.3.2. The NCV: “not judged guilty”
2.3.4. New teaching? Nope! David knew back in Ps.34:22, “The LORD redeems the soul of His servants, And none of those who trust in Him shall be condemned.”

2.3.5. Yes, we will continue to struggle against our sin nature - & even sometimes lose that battle - but we’ll never lose the war! (We’ll never receive everlasting punishment for our failures!!!)
2.3.5.1. This is our Eternal Security in Christ’s work!
2.4. So, how does this freedom come about?
2.4.1. Through Jesus we are set free!
2.4.2. Ever hear in a testimony, “I felt like a heavy weight was lifted”?
2.4.3. Like a cruel slave-owner, the law of sin & death rules every unregenerate person.
2.4.3.1. It permeates everything they do(even virtuous deeds)
2.4.3.2. But when they trust Christ, the shackles fall off & they are released from their bondage.

2.4.3.3. They finally say, “No” to the flesh, & “Yes” to the grace of God!

2.4.4. Free! – Everyone in Christ has the ability to reject sin, resist temptation, & choose to live righteously!!!

2.5. (3) Note: Both Incarnation & Atonement are both found here.
2.5.1. What we couldn’t do, God did…by sending His Son!
2.6. (4) Fulfilled in us – So we’re perfect now right? Uh, obviously not.
2.6.1. But it does mean that we are positionally perfect!
2.6.2. God wears Rose Colored Glasses! – i.e. when he looks at His kids He sees through lenses that are colored by Jesus’ blood!

3. SPIRIT LIVIN! (5-11)
3.1. (5-11) As the Children of Israel while in the wilderness continued to be reminded of how bad Egypt was, so we believers need to continually be reminded of the evil our old life. 

3.2. Living in the Flesh!
3.2.1. We had a fleshly frame of mind! – a mental course toward sin.
3.2.1.1. Like a bug to light!
3.2.2. We had a fatal future! – a road that was leading straight to eternal separation from God.
3.2.3. We had hostility toward God! – 
3.2.4. We had an inability to obey or please God! – 

3.3. Living in the Spirit!
3.3.1. We have a fresh frame of mind! – a new course toward righteousness. A desire to conform to Christ!
3.3.2. We go from enemies to His adopted children!
3.3.3. We become Spirit-Powered! – Yep, the same power that raised Jesus from the dead kind-a-power! (11)

3.4. (5) Set – to set one’s mind or heart upon something. It denotes the whole action of the affections & will as well as of the reason. LKGNT
3.4.1. Develop habits that will help you to reorient your mind-set to the Spirit! 
3.4.1.1. Like? - [Prayer, Scripture memory, Scripture meditation, Accountability partners]

3.5. (7) Enmity–(Web.) “the extreme ill will or hatred that exists between enemies.”
3.5.1. Paul uses a noun not an adjective. (why important?)
3.5.2. It is not that it can be opposed to God, but that it is in itself opposed to Him! 
It is not at enmity, but enmity itself!
It is not black, but blackness! 
It is not corrupt, but corruption! 
It is not rebellious, it is rebellion!
It is not wicked, it is wickedness itself!
It is not just deceitful, it is positively deceit!
3.5.3. Spurgeon, “it is the distillation, the quintessence of all things that are vile”

3.6. (9) We are no longer under the control of our sinful nature.
3.6.1. To the contrary, our lives are under the direction of the indwelling Spirit of God.

3.6.2. When a toddler begins to walk he may revert back to crawling because it is still most natural to him. Walking is scary/risky. 
But there is some serious issues if your teenager keeps reverting back to crawling!!!
3.6.2.1. Q: Is it more natural now in your walk with the Lord to walk in the flesh, or in the Spirit?

3.6.3. Christian, be who you are! And that’s not living a fleshly lifestyle because we are no longer of the flesh. Reject & Resist sin!

3.6.3.1. Avoid living in the flesh by simply walking in the Spirit! 
3.6.3.2. “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.” (Gal.5:16)

3.6.4. We have all benefited from Botts' Dots
. Driving over them produces a ka-thump! ka-thump! ka-thump! That swiftly captures our attention when drifting out of our lane or off the highway.

3.6.4.1. Well, the Holy Spirit works even better then Botts Dots when we start to do a mental lane change. 
3.6.4.2. He ka-thump ka-thump ka-thumps upon our heart, warning us to get back in our Spirit lane, when we start crossing over into the flesh lane!

3.7. Did you catch the interchange of titles? (Spirit of God; Spirit of Christ)
3.7.1. This argues for Christ’s deity.
3.7.2. And, the Holy Spirit stands in intimate relationship both to the Father & to the Son, & is rightly called by either name.

3.8. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 
3.8.1. Not the works of the spirit! - Not the influences of the spirit, or the general character which comes form the indwelling spirit,…but the Spirit Himself!

3.8.2. “The difference between the regenerate & the unregenerate is not of degree, but of kind!”


3.9. End:
3.9.1. Believers: Lay hold of this!
3.9.1.1. We own an muscular faith, that brings victory over all doubts & fears, & make us to enjoy the liberty w/which Christ has made us free!

3.9.1.2. So, go to bed tonight & say, “If I die before I wake, I cannot be condemned!”
3.9.1.3. Should you wake the next morning go into the world & say, “I am not condemned!”
3.9.1.4. When the devils howls at you tell him, “you may accuse me, but I am not condemned!”
3.9.1.5. If your sins arise say, “I know you, but you are all gone forever. I am not condemned!” [adapted from Spurgeon quote]

3.9.2. Un-Believers: [Re-read vs.1] – This also means “There still hangs a most weighty condemnation upon all those who are not IN Christ Jesus!”
3.9.2.1. And what did verse 9 say, “Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.”

3.9.2.2. Oh, be His today! 
3.9.2.3. Say “No” to the flesh & “Yes” to the grace of God!
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