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“From Groans to Glory!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Pray for teachers.
2. ADOPTION! (12-17)
2.1. (12) Debtors – Q: How are we in debt?
2.1.1. If someone saved your life you would feel indebted to them. Yet, it would be a debt of gratitude.

2.1.2. It would not be a have to, but a want to! – It would come from the heart!
2.1.2.1. That is the kind of indebtedness that we have as Christians.
2.1.3. We don’t “owe God!”(we could never repay Him) but we want to please Him!
2.1.3.1. Not to make us right w/Him, but because He has made us right w/Himself!

2.2. Q: Who handles our sanctification process?
2.2.1. Many have bought into the idea that God saved me, now it’s my job to become godly! {No!!! it is a work of God!}

2.2.2. If, as some bumper stickers used to say, “God is my Co-Pilot” then your in the wrong seat little buckaroo!
2.2.2.1. A Copilot is defined as: a second pilot in an aircraft, who shares the flying but is not in command.

2.2.3. [1] Eph.2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”
2.2.3.1. His workmanship! His work of art!
2.2.3.2. The road work is already paved,we just need to walk down it!

2.2.3.3. My Dobie Rambo, after being in obedience class, can’t boast of his own doings! Imagine him boasting to our neighbor dog, “look what I can do”(as he sits, or downs, or heals!) (I kind of had a lot to do in that process)
2.2.3.3.1. And thus God has a lot to do w/our obedience!

2.2.3.4. God, then, superintends our sanctification!

2.2.4. [2] Phil.1:6 “He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ”

2.2.5. [3] 1 Thes.5:23,24 “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.”
2.2.5.1. “Given humanity’s track record, do you think it would be wise of God to leave that task up to us?”


2.3. (13) For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die (NIV)
2.3.1. Your choice: It’s either death unto sin, or sin unto death! 
It’s either you die to sin, or die for sin! 
Either slay your sin, or sin will slay you!

2.3.2. The key is to cooperate w/the H.S. as he is working in & thru us!

2.4. (14) Led – “to lead by laying hold of, & this way to bring to the point of destination.” (James Strong)
2.4.1. It was used as an animal is led by a harness.
2.4.2. So, the H.S. takes hold of us & guides us in our Christian journey.
2.4.3. Ps.139:7-10 “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your right hand shall hold me.”

2.4.4. We follow the one to whom we belong!
2.4.5. Our day-to-day response to the H.S. will indicate we belong to Him!
2.4.5.1. “This is a more dependable measure than our emotional highs & lows.”


2.5. (15) Paul contrasts the ideas of slavery & adoption as children.
2.6. Spirit of Slavery!
2.6.1. Christians listen up! - You are no longer enslaved to “fear”!
2.6.2. 2 Tim.1:7 “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”

2.7. Spirit of Adoption!
2.7.1. On the contrary, what we received was the realization that we are adopted kids!
2.7.1.1. Adoption = indicates a new family relation w/all the rights, privileges, & responsibilities. (LKGNT)

2.7.2. And thus have the privilege of addressing God as Abba, Father.

2.7.3. “Abba, Father” – An intimate & endearing term used in both prayer & in the family circle. [Abba - Aramaic]
2.7.3.1. Only used 2 other times in scripture. 
2.7.3.2. Paul uses it again in Gal.(4:6)
2.7.3.3. Jesus used it in Gethsemane, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will”

2.8. (16) The Spirit Himself bears witness–“to testify in support of someone”.
2.8.1. Used in the papyri where the signature of each attesting witness is accompanied by the words “I bear witness with & I seal with”.

2.8.2. Notice he doesn’t have us cry out, “I am God’s child!” but instead “Abba, Father!” – (What’s the difference?)
2.8.2.1. He calls us to look away from ourselves, & cry to Him who established the relationship!


2.9. (17) Paul demonstrates if we are heirs of God, then our inheritance is secure!
2.10. Suffering accompanies membership in the body of Christ.
2.10.1. These sufferings are ones that often come with following Christ!

2.10.2. Yet, this seems to be expanded out in the next section to be all sufferings we face in this present life!

3. FROM GROANS TO GLORY! (18-27)
3.1. GLORY! (18)
3.2. C.S.Lewis “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.”
 
3.3. God has a plan of redemptive suffering moving to its fulfillment at the end of the age!
3.3.1. Rev.6:9-11 – 5th Seal.

3.4. [1] Suffering is Certain (16,17) – To all fellow heirs.
3.4.1. Suffering is a certainty in the Christian life!
3.4.2. Q: Have you experienced rejection because of your faith because you became too serious about religion? (family, friend, co-worker?)

3.5. [2] Suffering is Purposeful (17b)  – To lead us to Glory!
3.5.1. Q: Do you think God has ever once thrown a pain or suffering your way…just to watch you squirm?

3.5.2. C.S.Lewis developed an analogy in his work The Problem w/Pain.
3.5.2.1. A mold/cast of a key will look strange if you’ve never see a key.
3.5.2.2. And, a key will look strange if you’ve never see a lock.

3.5.3. If we look at the mold/cast of the key to be our sufferings in our present state; then it will look awful strange if we don’t understand there is a key…i.e. Glory!
3.5.3.1. Then, we can start to understand that every notch cut into our lives in this present world is “very” purposeful!

3.5.3.2. Matter of fact one day our special key will spring a lock no other key will be able to open(Our Own Mansion Door!)

3.5.4. If you go down to Home Depot to get a key cut – it is a terrible sound when they place the blank key against the grinder!
3.5.4.1. But, is the guy at Home Depot nicer if he just slips the blank key into our bag, because he doesn’t want to cause it any pain?
3.5.4.2. No! every cut is strategically placed & purposeful in the hands of its maker!

3.5.4.3. Like custom grips for a set of golf clubs, or a tailored made suit! So “every” trial, tribulation, suffering, pain, & disease, is custom fit for our life.

3.6. [3] Suffering Doesn’t Compare (18)  - To our future Glory!
3.6.1. See John 16:21,22
3.6.2. In this world we will have “birth pains” in our Christian life!
3.6.3. Q: How does a doctor, nurse, or the Lamaze coach help the mother to endure the pain? 
3.6.3.1. They try to keep her focused? (focal point, breathing, your baby is almost here!)

3.6.4. Paul said it again in 2 Cor.4:17, “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,”

3.6.5. So if we place on Gods heavenly scales: 
Earthly hardships on one side, & Heavenly inheritance on the other. The scales would be so far tipped!

3.6.6. It would be easier to compare: 
A sapling in your front yard to the forests of Brazil.
A thimble of water to the Pacific Ocean.


3.7. CREATION GROANS! (19-22)
3.8. Earnest expectation -  (LKGNT) “watching eagerly w/outstretched head. There is a diversion from all other things & concentration on a single object”
3.9. Eagerly awaits – to await expectantly but patiently…with the idea of readiness & preparedness. (LKGNT)

3.10. (20) Creation was subject to futility(or frustration) – Here we have creation(animate & inanimate objects) personified!
3.10.1. Tornados, Hurricane Frances, Floods, Earthquakes, Forest Fires, Blizzards, heat waves, locust plagues, are just a few imbalances of nature.
3.10.1.1. All a consequence to man’s fall!

3.10.2. We also learn from creation’s “decay-death-birth-growth-decay-death” cycle of our own fleeting lives here.

3.11. (22) Q: Are you as eager as the rest of creation to see your final & complete redemption? Q: Do you dream about heaven? Q: Are you waiting for Jesus on your tiptoes w/a craned neck?
3.11.1. Oh to be like the caged bird that will beat its wings against it prison cage hoping to one day escape to fly free in heavens sky!

3.12. WE GROAN! (23-25)
3.13. Groaning – Ex.2:23-25 “Now it happened in the process of time that the king of Egypt died. Then the children of Israel groaned because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry came up to God because of the bondage. So God heard their groaning, and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God acknowledged them.”
3.14. Firstfruits – (i.e.) “both a 1st installment & a pledge for the final delivery of the whole” (LKGNT). Also, a guarantee.
3.14.1. 2 Cor.5:5(NIV) “Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.”
3.14.2. This is God’s pledge of our complete triumph w/Christ at the end.

3.14.3. The Spirit Himself is evidence that at the present time we are the sons of God. (14,16)
3.14.3.1. He who has the Spirit shall in the end be saved!

3.15.  Eagerly waiting for the adoption – It hasn’t happened yet? Not fully!
3.15.1. Believers yearn for the full adoption as sons/daughters.

3.15.2. Many of our friends from the church here have been through the process of International Adoptions.
3.15.2.1. I’ll put in a plug for I.C.A. (International Christian Adoption)
3.15.2.1.1. www.4achild.com [in Temecula]

3.15.2.2. [Waltrip’s, Keen’s, Brodmann’s, others in process]

3.15.3. Process? - A child is chosen. There is a meeting & time spent with the child (a month, they come & live w/them).

3.15.3.1. If the family seeks to Adopt then, there’s the paperwork to fill out; & a pledge or a guarantee is made(a deposit).

3.15.3.2. Then the child returns early waiting for their adoption. 
3.15.3.3. He/she can return to their orphanage & tell their friends “they are adopted”, “they have a family”.
3.15.3.3.1. A child in the orphanage might say, “No, your not you’re still here!”
3.15.3.3.2. They could respond, “Yes I am. I have a promise, I have a guarantee!”

3.15.3.3.3. Oh, & what a terrible wait for the child!
3.15.3.3.4. Oh, & what a terrible wait for the new parents!

3.15.4. And so with Us & our Adoptive Process! 
3.15.4.1. We have been chosen by God (before we even knew he was looking at our picture!) 
3.15.4.2. Then, there was a meeting (our salvation) 
3.15.4.3. Then, there was a pledge/guarantee/deposit (the H.S.)

3.15.4.4. Now, we eagerly await for our adoptive parent to return!
3.15.4.5. And, our Adoptive Parent(Jesus) eagerly waits for us!
3.15.4.6. And when Jesus returns He will take us to His house!
3.15.4.7. And when we get to His house we will be a partaker of ALL of His inheritance!
3.15.4.8. But most importantly, we are no longer orphans. We will finally have One to call our own…Abba!

3.16. Hope to the rescue! (24,25)
3.16.1. Hope will carry us through our times of sufferings.
3.16.2. Heb.6:19 “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil,”

3.16.3. “Hope prevents us from clinging to what we have and frees us to move away from the safe place and enter unknown and fearful territory.”


3.17. THE HOLY SPIRIT GROANS! (26-27)
3.18. Holy Spirit to the rescue!
3.18.1. Help – To lend a hand. To come to the aid of someone.

3.18.2. God the Father understands what the Spirit desires even though it is inexpressible in human terms.
3.18.3. No passage in Scripture provides greater encouragement for prayer!


3.18.4. Listen to the intensity by which the Spirit brings his prayers!

3.19. Wow! That God would not only answer our prayers when they are made, but also make them for us!!!

3.19.1. Spurgeon describes a king & a petitioner: “Bring your case before me, & I will grant your desire,” is kindness. 
But for him to say, “I will be your secretary. I will write out your petition for you. I will put it into proper words so that your petition shall be framed acceptably” this is goodness at its utmost stretch.

3.19.2. There are times we can’t even pray!
3.19.2.1. I remember a few years back when I had my neck surgery. Laying on the carpet for 13 days, I couldn’t lift my head to read the 1st 4 days, I didn’t even feel like praying. Then I was able to read a little devotional quoting Hudson Taylor that read, “I am too weak to work, I cannot read the bible, I cannot even pray. I will lie in the big arms of my heavenly Father, like a child, & trust!”

3.20. Don’t imitate the world by just simply enduring or trying to escape suffering! See it as purposeful!
3.20.1. Walk through suffering w/Security; w/a sure Hope of your future; Have an eternal perspective; & testify to the world the difference God has made in your life!
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