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Romans 10








10-3-04
“HOW TO GET SAVED!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Prayer – Thaw, melt, soften our hearts towards You & Your Word.
1.2. Yesterday, you heard it…ninth-inning, Dodgers #12 Steve Finley gets up & smacks his grand slam that beat the Giants 7-3, to take the NL West Title. 
1.2.1. Now imagine Steve hitting that ball & saying, “you know, everyone keeps telling my there’s only one way to get to Home! From 1st base to 2nd to 3rd then to home. 
1.2.2. But I don’t see what the difference is if I run the opposite way? ...All roads lead to Home right?”

1.2.3. Do all notes on a piano lead to a song? NO! 
1.2.4. Do all roads lead to Murrieta? NO!

1.3. Last week we talked about the Divine side of Israel’s unbelief.
1.3.1. This week we’ll deal with the human side!

2. HOW TO GET SAVED! (1-21)
2.1. A HEART FOR THE LOST! (1)
2.2. (1) It is our privilege to have world evangelism as a passion, not our responsibility to have as a burden.

1.1.1. Preach as Richard Baxter used to say, “as a dying man to dying men”.

2.3. THE RIGHT RIGHTEOUSNESS! (2-4)
2.4. (2) A zeal not informed by knowledge.
2.4.1. “Zeal without knowledge is a runaway horse.”
2.5. The definition of a fanatic:  "A fanatic is a person who, having lost sight of his goal, redoubles his effort to get there." 
 
2.5.1. He is a basketball player without a basket, a tennis player without a net, a golfer without a green. 

2.5.2. For a Christian to make progress in learning to please God, he must have a clear idea of what his goal is.

2.6. (3) Q: Why did Israel stumbled over(9:33) & reject Jesus!
2.6.1. Because they didn’t understand the kind of righteousness God wanted or how to get it.

2.6.2. Establishing your own righteousness – it can happen here!
2.6.2.1. You could show yourself proud because you’re a “Double-Dipper”…you go to church twice a week!

2.7. (4) Christ is the end of the law – maybe in the sense of its aim rather than its termination. (Shepherd’s Notes; pg.62)
2.7.1. Phillip’s Translation, “For Christ means the end of the struggle for righteousness-by-the-law for everyone who believes in Him.”

2.7.2. Jesus brought an end to our futile attempts to become righteous through law-keeping.

2.7.3. Sometimes those who seem most religious, the most passionate about keeping all the rules, need the gospel the most & often reject it most fiercely.


2.8. RIGHTEOUSNESS VIA LAW OR FAITH? (5-7)
2.9. See contrast Rt. of Law, or Rt. via Faith!
2.9.1. No one but Christ could make the Incarnation & Resurrection happen, so no one can construct salvation form their own means, apart from Christ.

2.9.2. Righteousness is something done for us, not something we do for ourselves.

2.10. HOW TO GET SAVED! (8-10)
2.11. (8) Near you – Let’s distinguish between what is possible in theory & realized in practice.
2.11.1. Christ is potentially near you, but is only realized in practice when you confess & believe!


2.11.2. “It is as close as a decision of the heart & a declaration of the mouth!”

2.12. (9,10) This is one of the most helpful portions of scripture for pointing the way of salvation. (1st verse I remember memorizing “Rom10.9” lic. plate)
2.12.1. But again as we learned last week about God’s side in choosing a people for Himself…He also has arranged the way to come to faith, through hearing the gospel & responding to it.

2.13. Heart & Mouth – the beautiful harmony of 2 voices.
2.13.1. It comes down, not to “Hoof-n-Mouth”, not “Foot-n-Mouth”, but Heart & Mouth!

2.13.2. Notice nothing else is added here in the recipe for salvation (i.e. not baptism, not serving, not tithing, etc.)

2.13.3. This belief is not mere verbal assent but “staking one’s entire being on this truth.”

2.14. UNIVERSAL APPLICATION! (11-13)
2.15. (11) He draws on the OT again probably to show this salvation by faith has always been God’s plan. It is nothing new.

2.16. Let’s say you become very ill & it comes time to take your medicine. You ask me to get it for you…& then take it for you?
2.16.1. No!...Obviously you must take it on your own.
2.16.2. And so, you must seek salvation for yourself. And repent, and believe, and obey, for yourself.

2.17. Many people live in the “Show Me” state. (Missouri/a)
2.17.1. It’s not “show me & I’ll believe”; it’s “believe, & I’ll show you”!

2.18. (12) There is no distinction between Jew & Greek in sinfulness.
2.18.1. And so there is none between them in salvation!
2.19. In Christianity all men are equal, as all pennies are equal. 
2.19.1. Wait! They have different dates. Different letters from where they were minted. Some are more scarred then the others. Some are brighter & newer then the others.
2.19.2. Why then are they equal? - because the only value in any of them is that they “bear the image”.
2.19.2.1. I found something I didn’t know about the Penny…in the middle of the Lincoln Memorial sits a faint image of Lincoln.

2.19.2.2. E. Pluribus Unum – One out of many. (unity)

2.20. (13) Whoever – I’m glad it didn’t say “If Brian Bell calls upon the name of the Lord he shall be saved.”
2.20.1. For there is other Brian Bell’s, & I wouldn’t be sure He meant me!
2.20.2. But since He says, “whoever” I know I’m in that grouping!

2.21. During the presidency of Andrew Jackson, George Wilson, a postal clerk, robbed a federal payroll from a train and in the process killed a guard. The court convicted him and sentenced him to hang. Because of public sentiment against capital punishment, however, a movement began to secure a presidential pardon for Wilson (first offense), and eventually Jackson intervened with a pardon.  Amazingly, Wilson refused it. Since this had never happened before, the Supreme Court was asked to rule on whether someone could indeed refuse a presidential pardon. Chief Justice John Marshall handed down the court's decision: "A pardon is a parchment whose only value must be determined by the receiver of the pardon.  It has no value apart from that which the receiver gives to it.  George Wilson has refused to accept the pardon.  We cannot conceive why he would do so, but he has. Therefore, George Wilson must die."  George Wilson, as punishment for his crime, was hanged. Pardon, declared the Supreme Court, must not only be granted, it must be accepted.

2.22. THE MISSIONARY HEART OF PAUL! (14-17)

2.23. (14) Paul shifts from acceptance or rejection to its delivery.

2.24. (15) God’s looking for people with beautiful feet! (How are your feet looking?)
2.24.1. God’s looking for people w/beautiful feet…to carry the gospel to the lost!
2.24.2. This ought to melt your heart for the unreached people groups!

2.24.3. Honey Bees share their wonderful find whenever they come across sweet nectar. (They immediately go tell the other bees w/ enthusiasm, w/a buzz, even w/a little dance! [Bee Boogie!])

2.24.3.1. Q: Can’t we do the same with Christ’s sweet nectar?
2.24.3.2. Ps.119:103 “How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my mouth!”

2.24.3.3. Oh & one more thing! – Note it is “Glad tidings”, not “sad tidings”! [i.e. it should be joyous news that we are bringing!]
2.24.3.3.1. Jesus forgives sins, & gives eternal life to all who will turn to Him!

2.25. One doesn’t just “call” on the name of the Lord - A messenger is first needed, he must proclaim the Good News. Then, one must hear, have faith, & then call on the name of the Lord!
2.25.1. This is the process God has ordained for scattering the seed of the Gospel.
2.25.2. This charge is given to the church to take up the task of evangelism deliberately & passionately!

2.26. (16) Yet, not all are going to believe this wonderful message.
2.27. (17) This is how my faith came.
2.27.1. D.L.Moody, “I prayed for Faith, and thought that some day Faith would come down and strike me like lightening.  But Faith did not seem to come.  One day I read in the tenth chapter of Romans, "Now Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God."  I had closed my Bible, and prayed for Faith.  I now opened my Bible, and began to study, and Faith has been growing ever since.”


2.27.2. “Faith is not a contract. Faith is surrender.”

2.28. Q: How will the unbelievers hear unless we tell them?
2.28.1. Q: What did we learn from Paul so far about winning the lost?
2.28.2. [1] Caring! (1a) – Yearn! Beg/Beseech! Plead!
2.28.3. [2] Praying! (1b) – The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.
2.28.4. [3] Sharing! (17) – They say, “The fire of God in your heart will melt the lead in your feet.”
2.28.4.1. Q: Who would you like to share with in your everyday sphere of family, work, or social life? What could you use for a springboard into a discussion about Christ? What might pique his/her interest? 
2.28.4.2. What thought provoking question can you ask them? What scripture passage would it be helpful to have memorized? 
2.28.4.3. Do you have a Christian worldview/perspective on current events? What tough questions can you anticipate from that person that you can do some thinking ahead of time? 
2.28.4.4. What reading materials, tapes, or to her resources can you give that person to keep the dialogue going over time? (Don’t feel the pressure to “close the sale” the 1st time you bring up the subject)
2.28.4.5. If Salvation is God’s work & not ours, how does that relieve the pressure for you when sharing the truth about Jesus?
 
2.28.4.6. Oh saints, Keep your ears attentive. Keep your discussions about your faith clear & competent. And, Keep your feet beautiful!!!

2.29. ISRAEL HEARD & KNEW! (18,19)
2.30. (18) Israel was responsible for rejecting their Messiah.

2.31. (19) Jealousy…more next week in ch.11. 

2.32. THE GENTILES DIDN’T SEEK, YET FOUND! (20,21)
2.33. Despite Paul’s broken heart in vs.1, & God’s outstretched hands …Israel did not believe!
2.33.1. What a picture! God holding out his hands! 
2.33.2. Q: What does it mean when you hold out your hand to someone?
2.33.2.1. Helping someone up; giving them something; grabbing them; to give them a warm hug; an invitation to come to them.

2.33.3. Though the Jews didn’t grab His nailed scarred hands, the Gentiles did, & God saved them.

2.34. End:
2.34.1. Ok, so which is it for you? "I was found by you who were not looking for me. I showed myself to those who were not asking for me." Or, "All day long I opened my arms to you, but you kept disobeying me and arguing with me." NLT

2.35. George Wilson, as punishment for his crime, was hanged. Pardon, declared the Supreme Court, must not only be granted, it must be accepted.
2.35.1. Q: Will you accept it today?
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