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Romans 14:1-13





    11-21-04
“Gray, is not Black nor White!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Building Update:
1.2. My notes went bye-bye at 11:35pm last night: 
1.2.1. William Carey story about the fire(years of work in Bible translations in India).
1.2.2. Lord they are yours. I poured myself into them as an offering unto You. You are able to do with them as you see fit.

1.3. Intro: Read Christian Solidarity!
1.4. Luther wrote, “A Christian man is a most free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian man is a most dutiful servant of all, subject to all.”

2. Gray, is not Black nor White! (1-13)
2.1. Your love may be tested more by Christians who disagree w/you than by unbelievers who persecute you.
2.1.1. It takes a diamond to cut a diamond.


2.2. Q: What do you do when your Christian brother/sister disagrees with you, on how God’s people ought to live?

2.3. Let’s establish right up front what Paul’s is not talking about.
2.3.1. He is not talking about clearly laid out doctrines of Scripture.
2.3.1.1. We are talking about Biblical Gray areas!
2.3.2. Sometimes disputable matters turns us Blue in the face, which makes our Christian friend see Red, but Paul points out here it should be Gray!

2.4. Q: Do you consider yourself a mature believer? – If so love demands that you defer to the immature believers in the family.
2.4.1. Love protects people & gives them a chance to grow up.

2.5. (2) A lot of issues in that day on how the food was prepared, if it was sacrificed to a pagan god? 
2.5.1. So here it was: the Carnivores vs. the Herbivores; the meat-eaters vs. the plant-eaters; those on Atkins vs. those on the Vegkins diet! 
2.5.2. The “abstainers” had concluded that what was wrong for them was wrong for everyone!
2.6. (3) God has welcomed both the “weak” & the “strong”.
2.6.1. Weak in the sense that they were uncertain about how faith in Christ affected the status of OT regulations.

2.6.2. Example: When I 1st got saved I had a Crucifix on the wall, at the foot of my bed. When I’d say my prayers at night I was told I should stare at the crucifix when I prayed. It was a habit for so many years. I wasn’t sure if I was supposed to stop?

2.6.3. Q: How much of your religious heritage should you give up when you get saved? How much do you need to give up?
2.6.3.1. Share about missionary in Perspectives.
2.6.3.2. “Redeem what you need to redeem, Don’t what you don’t need to.”

2.6.3.3. We don’t care much about a drunk’s theology if he stumbles in at the last minute before the altar call of a Billy Graham Crusade, & ends up going forward to accept Christ.”
2.6.3.3.1. Yet when we have a Muslim man come to Christ, he better know how to cross his “T’s” in Trinity, & dot his “I’s” in Incarnation!

2.6.3.4. He gave the example of Peter, after a few years of ministry with Christ, was finally able to say who He was, but as he did, Jesus said it was the Father that tipped him off. He didn’t get it n his own.

2.7. (5) 2nd issue – Holy days. (Not Sabbath, but other Feats Days)
2.7.1. Q: How do you celebrate Christmas? Is the Stockings allowed but not Santa? A Tree but not too much Tinsel? 

2.8. (7) All believers live out their lives accountable to God!
2.8.1. Thus no decisions are made in isolation, but in accordance w/the will of God as understood by the individual!


2.9. (10) Each believer will have enough to do in keeping his own account right w/o interfering w/others’ accounts!
2.9.1. Reconcile your own bank account!

2.10. (13) Our desire must not to be to get everybody to agree w/us; our desire must be to pursue peace, not cause others to stumble, & help others to mature in Christ.
2.10.1. Both strong & weak Christians can cause their brothers & sisters to stumble. One may flaunt their freedoms in Christ, the other may try to fence the others in w/petty rules & regulations. 
2.10.2. We need to be both strong in the faith, & sensitive to other’s needs.
2.10.3. We are all strong in some areas, & weak in others.
2.11. Here Paul gave us Christian guidelines for Gray areas, to achieve unity amidst diversity!
2.11.1. Receive those who are different than you.
2.11.2. Don’t look down on those w/differing views.
2.11.3. Remember that those who disagree w/us are still accepted by God.
2.11.4. Let God Judge!
2.11.5. Love requires self-limitations!
2.11.6. Become convinced what is right for you personally!
2.11.7. All members of the body of Christ are interrelated, interconnected, & interwoven!
2.11.8. We both are the Lord’s. We are on the same team!
2.11.9. All members will face God’s Bema judgment individually. 
2.11.10. There is no right & wrong side…except for you personally. 
2.11.11. You will be graded on your attitudes you’ve displayed & how you’ve treated those who disagreed with you.

2.12. Q: When are you free to enjoy your liberty?
2.13. Q: When should you limit it for the sake of others?
2.14. Q: What gray areas has the Lord told you to abstain?
2.15. Q: How should you respond to those who enjoy more liberties than you do, IF they’re participating in those activities w/discretion?
2.16. Q: How should you respond to those who are flaunting their liberties?
2.17. Q: How do you respond to those who choose to enjoy fewer liberties than you do, especially when you are in their company?

2.18. Lets’ remember it often comes down to a judgment call.
2.18.1. And we’re bound to make mistakes now & then.
2.18.2. If we love one another, love covers a multitude of sin & I’m sure a multitude of mistakes!
Christian Solidarity or Parody?

Once upon a time 3 churches in a small town decided to get together & have a Baptism to show solidarity. They chose their town’s only park for a safe venue. And so, everything was going wonderfully…until they arrived at the park. 
Invited to the gathering was: The 1st Church of the Starched Shirts; The Association of Even Keel Conservatives; & The Free-Will Liberal-a-palians. 

They figured they’d start with a Pot-Luck, since as everyone knows this is how All good Christian events start. 
The 1st Church of the Starched Shirts brought out their home made Lemonade. 
The Association of Even Keel Conservatives placed on the tables the most contemporary Pop flavors & Starbucks Frappuccinos of course. 
And then, The Free-Will Liberal-a-palians opened their coolers & displayed every type of Beer known to man. This caused no small stir. 

Immediately the pastors got together & powwowed & decided they had better start the Baptism before things got out of hand, or, in their hand for some. 
The 1st Church of the Starched Shirts came from the dressing rooms in their White Robes. They were fitted tight at the collar & descended down to the ankles(some of course didn’t even show ankles!)

The Association of Even Keel Conservatives sported their Billabong, Rip Curl, Roxy, & of course “Ezekiel” brand swim attire (though modest of course! Well, according to their bi-laws at least).

The Free-Will Liberal-a-palians bounded forth freely in their colorful Speedos & Tinni-Weenie-Bikinis. - The Starched Shirts blew a stitch!

Wanting to get this whole thing over with, the pastors said let’s get to Baptizing. 

I like to “Drip” when I Baptize said the 1st. 

I prefer the biblical way, we “Dunk” said the 2nd (If it was good enough for Jesus it is good enough for me!). 

I don’t favor the Drip, nor the Dunk, but I fancy the “Douse”. “The Douse” both exclaimed? Yes, I came up with it myself, he said gleefully. We have them stand there knee deep in the water & we picture them full of mud. Well, then we through a bucket of water at them & Douse those sins away! Get it! 

Well, let’s get to it. 

I Baptize in the name of the Father, the Son, & the Holy Spirit said the Even Keel Conservative minister. 

I Baptize in the name of the Father, the Son, & the Holy GHOST said the Starched Shirt Reverend.

I Baptize in the name of the Father, the Son, & in the Hole you go! said the Free-Will Liberal-a-palian pastor.
And so the three churches baptized their converts that day…in three different areas, of the small town’s one park’s, pond.

And the town’s three secular Newspaper’s different journalist all reported in solidarity, the Christian Churches Parody! 
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