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Romans 14:14-23





    11-28-04
“Walking Life’s Gray Tightrope!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Ever heard of a Funambulist? [few·nam·bu·list]
1.1.1. (Latin) funis “rope” + ambulare “to walk” [ambulance=walking hospital].
1.1.1.1. Rope Walker!
1.1.2. 3 types of Rope Walkers:
1.1.3. [1] Slack wire - The first type is where the rope hangs slightly loose. This type is popular for clowning and juggling. 
1.1.4. [2] Slope wire - one end of the wire is attached to the ground and the other is attached to a pole in the air. Usually about a 40 degree incline. 
1.1.5. [3] High wire - the most popular. This is when the rope is slightly springy and taut so that it can launch funabulists into the air to perform acrobatic tricks and perform amazing balancing acts.
1.2. In 1974 Philippe Petit became world famous.
1.2.1. For 45 minutes he crossed & re-crossed a cable stretched between the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center, 7 times. 
1.2.1.1. He was 1,350’ above the hard concrete below. He ran risks of winds funneling into the man-made canyon with little or no warning. 

1.2.2. Afterwards Petit tried to describe why he took such a risk: (Quoted from Reader’s Digest, April 1975, pg.226,7) “I feel I belong to the sky. It is the moment of purest happiness…I breathe very slowly & enjoy immensely the miracle of balance…I felt fear, & I fought it, & then laughed at it. I lay down on a wire w/my nose almost in the clouds & listened to the noises of the everyday world fall silent until I was surrounded by complete peace.I knew the rapture of the heights”


1.2.3. Let’s look at: The Miracle of Balance & The Rapture of the Heights!


2. THE MIRACLE OF BALANCE! (14-20)
2.1. Last week we started the discussion about the “Gray Area’s” of life. 
2.1.1. Not discussing clearly stated sin areas, but “doubtful things” (disputable matters, opinions) See 14:1.

2.2. Picture yourself walking a tight rope:
2.2.1. The longer you’ve walked as a Christian the higher the Tight Rope.
2.2.2. Of course, the higher the Tight Rope…the longer the fall.
2.2.3. When a Christian slips he doesn’t loose his salvation, but he may stumble other younger Christians looking on.
2.2.4. Yet beneath awaits a safety net woven with cords of Grace, & ropes of Forgiveness.

2.3. Consider it Unclean! (14-16)
2.4. (14a) Nothing is intrinsically unclean.
2.4.1. {Intrinsic - by or in itself, rather than because of its associations or consequences}
2.4.1.1. What about Tobacco? Nothing wrong with the plant. Just harmful when you light it on fire & inhale the fumes.
2.4.1.2. What about Heroin/Opium? It’s only Poppy seeds which makes wonderful cakes, & makes the important pain-killer Morphine & also Codeine for medicine.

2.4.2. Jesus said, “Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.” Mt.15:11

2.4.3. Regarding food Paul said, “For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving;”

2.5. (14b) An activity may become unclean if it’s done the wrong way or w/the wrong motives.

2.6. (15) No longer walking in love – How fundamental.
2.6.1. Love lovingly limits all of its liberation & liberty!
2.6.2. Our Concern for our weaker brothers & sisters will reign in the ways we express our freedom. 

2.6.3. The balancing pole used in Tight Rope walking may be up to 39’ long and may weigh as much as 31 lbs.
2.6.3.1. Usually there are weights in the ends. 
2.6.3.2. I picture on the one end Liberty, on the other Love!
2.6.3.3. On the one hand you have some Christian friends who are “Freedom Suppressors”. Others, who are “Compromise Promoters”.
2.6.3.3.1. Some shouting, “Wear these handcuffs, I wear them!” 
2.6.3.3.2. Others whispering, “everyone’s doin it!”

2.7. (16) Don’t let your good be spoken evil of - 
2.7.1. Don’t give freedom a bad name! Preserve its good reputation! 
And ultimately Enjoy it!
2.7.2. How would you do that? – Flaunt it! - Or, use it Insensitively! 
2.7.3. If we use our God-given freedoms discreetly, no one can speak of it as “evil”. 
2.8. Contemplating the Kingdom! (17-19)
2.9. (17) Ok Paul, so let me get this straight - it’s all about what I think about “social drinking or smoking cigars; listening to secular music, or what kind of dancing is ok; my view on kissing before marriage, or if using minor cuss words is ok…Right?...Wrong!
2.9.1. Read vs.17.
2.9.2. “God is not as concerned about our actions as he is about: 
our motives that drive them, our conscience that allows or disallows them, & our testimony that springs forth from them.” 

2.9.3. John Whitmer said, “A concerned believer insists on right conduct, harmony, & joy, rather than forcing his own lifestyle on others.”

2.10. (18) Fulfilling verse 17 pleases God & approves us before man!

2.11. (19) Paul sums it up with 2 godly principles: 
2.11.1. Pursue peace & build up one another!
2.11.2. Firefighters in Genoa, Texas, were accused of deliberately setting more than forty destructive fires. When caught, they stated, "We had nothing to do. We just wanted to get the red lights flashing and the bells clanging." 
2.11.2.1. The job of firefighters is to put out fires, not start them. The job of Christians is to help resolve conflict not start more of it.

2.12. Crushing the Kingdom! (20)
2.13. Unfortunately instead of building up we’re often tearing down/ destroying (& 15).
2.13.1. Which is more important to you…the spiritual health of a fellow Christian, or in enjoying your freedoms in front of one who may be stumbling?
2.13.1.1. You may enjoy a glass of wine with dinner, but you don’t need to on church trips!

2.13.1.2. Examples: Couple who grew up in a culture where a glass was common with the evening meal…Is different than…
Couple that felt they had to show their liberty in front of you. 
Couple that has non-alcoholic wine in wine glasses so you can appear as drinkers, I guess. 

3. THE Rapture of the Heights! (21-23)
3.1. Be Considerate of your Convictions! (21)
3.2. Adopt an attitude of concern for others & a sensitivity to their needs.
3.2.1. Here is the basic concept of “Theological Thoughtfulness 101!”
3.2.2. Being considerate isn’t just having “nice manners!”
3.2.2.1. It’s learning the sensitivities of your friends around you. 
It’s Observing what makes them uncomfortable.
And, It’s avoiding those things in their presence!

3.3. Look at the Tail Spin of being Inconsiderate to these things: 
Grieving(15); Stumbling(21a); Offending(21b); Weakening(21c); & possibly even Destroying(15,20). 
3.3.1. Q: Is destroying another just to have your own way worth it? (www)

3.4. Be Confidential with your Convictions! (22a)
3.5. Keep your convictions between you & God.
3.5.1. These convictions are those things agreed on between you & God.
3.5.2. As I grow as a pastor I am learning more & more to reverse the question of Gray Matters back to the individual asking, rather than give my personal conviction! (Oh I’ll give my if that’s’ what is asked)

3.6. Be Condemnation-Free of your Convictions! (22b)
3.7. Wow, how freeing, how happy we can be, when we are convinced by God of our convictions. 
3.7.1. Note though it is very clear here that everyone must have a standard for his conduct in the Gray areas.


3.8. Be Convinced of your Convictions! (23)
3.9. When in doubt, don’t!

3.10. Have confidence in your convictions as Charles Blondin had confidence in his Tight Rope Walking.
3.10.1. Blondin, Charles(1824-1897), French acrobat and tightrope walker. His career as an acrobat began when he was about six years old, and he quickly won acclaim for his daring performances, becoming known as the Little Wonder. Outstanding among the hazardous feats he performed were his exhibitions, notably in 1859 and 1860, on a 1100’ long tightrope stretched 160’ above Niagara Falls. Blondin varied his act, crossing the falls blindfolded, while pushing a wheelbarrow, with a man on his back(his manager), and even while balancing on stilts.

3.11. And thus we need to have confidence in our Christian Tight Rope Walk!
3.11.1. > Be sure about it…or leave it alone!
3.11.2. > Don’t do anything to which you need to ask questions about it.
3.11.3. > If you don’t have the confidence you’re doing the right thing… you’re not!
3.11.4. > The deed might be right for others, but if you doubt yourself, it is evil to you.
3.11.5. > Any doubt about the rightness of an action removes it from the category of what is acceptable.

3.12. You remember the incredible pressure placed upon the world class sprinter Eric Liddell when he announced his personal convictions to not run in his race in the 1924 Olympics. The qualifying heat for the 100 meter(his specialty) was scheduled for Sunday. 
3.12.1. He was either going to disappoint many fellow believers who were watching him, or a multitude of his countrymen from Britain.

3.12.2. In His Story, Chariots of Fire he was replaced by another runner…but he did eventually run in a longer race, & that he ended up winning.
3.12.3. His lesson he demonstrated to the world was the importance of having convictions & standing by them firmly.

3.12.4. I love his quote, “God made me fast & when I run I feel Gods pleasure in me!”

3.13. Don’t be like Maria Spelterini who wore wooden buckets on her feet while crossing the Niagara River Gorge on a rope in 1876.
3.13.1. Use the proper sticky shoes to keep you to the rope. 
3.13.2. Christian’s as you walk life’s tight rope grip your balancing pole and: Maintain your Balance & Enjoy your Liberty’s!
� Quoted from Chuck Swindoll; pg.60


� Wycliffe Commentary.


� Walvoord & Zuck.





