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1 Corinthians 1:1-18




    10-22-00

“A People in Process!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Have you ever shopped for a car that will never need maintenance?
1.1.1. No! - You know before you drive it off the lot it will need an oil change every 3000 miles, tune ups, etc.
1.1.2. There also, besides maintenance on the vehicle, is an expectation of problems down the road. 

1.2. Isn’t it the same for a church? - Imagine finding a church w/o problems…the prefect church?
1.2.1. Of course they say, “if you do find one don’t join it; you’ll ruin it!”
1.2.2. This side of heaven, wherever you go, we live in a world tainted by sin – the work of holiness is an ongoing project!

1.3. I’m encouraged that even if Paul himself were to come & pastor CCM w/all his apostolic authority, we’d still have problems we have in our church!
1.3.1. I know this for Paul started & ran the Corinth Church for 1 ½ years, yet Satan was able to spoil its fruit, only a little while after he left. 
1.3.2. We’ll run across: “Divisions, difficulties, factions, lawsuits, immorality, questionable practices, abuse of the spiritual gifts, even abuse of the Lords Supper!”
1.3.3. How can a church stand in a very pagan society?

1.4. In 1st Corinthians we have Hope & a challenge for “A People in Process!”
1.4.1. The Challenge – To reflect a perfect Savior in the way we are living, even though we are imperfect!
1.4.2. The Hope – That one day our struggles will be over & we’ll stand perfected in the presence of our Savior!

1.5. “Paul had planted a church in the city,…but the city had gotten into the church!”
1.5.1. Which explains their problems! “…do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,.”

1.6. Background on Corinth: (A Roman colony on Grecian soil)
1.6.1. Population: Estimated 700,000.
1.6.2. Location: right on an Isthmus, on a landmass (only 4 miles wide) connecting central & south Greece.
1.6.2.1. This was an important trade route (many vessels would save 200 miles of perilous navigation around the peninsula by cutting through Corinth’s isthmus).
1.6.2.2. It was thus a “2 port town” making it the chief commerce center of Greece.
1.6.2.3. In this wealthy city were opportunities for exotic goods, entertainment, culture, & where sensual pleasures abounded.
1.6.2.4. “A bustling hub of world-wide commerce, degraded culture, & idolatrous religion.” (Ken Boa & Bruce Wilkinson; Talk Through The Bible)

1.6.3. Their Reputation: The Greeks had a verb, “to play the Corinthian” which was synonymous to Loose Living! (Mardi Grass)
1.6.3.1. “Pleasure Seekers came there to spend money on a holiday from morality.”

1.6.3.2. Corinth had a hill(an Acropolis) which was not only a fortress but also had the famed Temple of Aphrodite. In which boasted at least 1000 priestesses of Aphrodite, who were sacred prostitutes.

1.6.4. Church History in Corinth:
1.6.4.1. AD 51, the Apostle Paul steps into this population of paganism.
1.6.4.2. Paul started a church here on his 2nd trip through.  He was there for 18 months. (Acts 18:11)
1.6.4.3. He joined Pricilla & Aquilla in their Tent-making trade.
1.6.4.4. Silas & Timothy arrived bringing a monetary gift from Phillipi - Then Paul devoted all his time to preaching the gospel.
1.6.4.5. Paul after 18 months heads to Jerusalem. Stopping in Ephesus where he leaves A & P to tend to a Pneumatology class w/Apollos – Who eventually went to Corinth to pastor there. 

1.6.5. Problems: When he left big problems arose.
1.6.5.1. Paul wrote a stern letter to them 1 Cor.5:9…but to no avail.
1.6.5.2. Paul had several correspondences with Corinth (prob. 4) – only 2 our preserved for us. {1 Corinth is prob the 2nd letter}
1.6.5.3. While Paul was in Ephesus a delegation from Corinth came w/a letter asking for help regarding specific questions.
1.6.5.4. 1st Corinthians was his response:
1.6.5.4.1. Ch.’s 1-6 Dealt w/sin in the church. (Rebuke for sinful conditions)
1.6.5.4.2.  Ch.’s 7-16 Answered the questions they’d asked. (Reply to specific questions)
1.6.5.5. Let’s look at the breaks in Ch.7:1; 8:1; 12:1; 16:1 “Now concerning…”
1.6.5.5.1. (7) Marriage – (8-10) Idolatry – (11) Public Worship – (12-14) Sp. Gifts – (15) Resurrection – (16) Sp. Offering.

2. GREETINGS & AFFIRMATIONS! (1-3)
2.1. Before Paul digs into the different issues he 1st: Affirms their Calling; Expresses Thanks; & Exalts the Faithfulness of God.
2.2. AFFIRMS THEIR CALLING! (1-3)
2.2.1. See called or calling in (2,9,24,26)
2.2.2. (2) Note, “to be” is not in the text so its “saints by calling”!
2.2.3. (3) Grace – that which brings into our lives everything that delights the heart of God.
Peace – doesn’t imply laziness or inactivity. It is movement w/o friction, creating perfect harmony.
2.2.3.1. These 2 inner powers God has given to each one of His children.
2.3. EXPRESSES THANKS! (4-8)
2.3.1. (4) Thank
2.3.2. Paul was always brought to prayer for those he loved!
2.3.2.1. Which reminds me of a story of a man who encountered a bit of trouble while flying his little airplane. He called the control tower and said, "Pilot to tower, I'm 300 miles from the airport, 600 feet above the ground, and I'm out of fuel. I am descending rapidly. Please advise. Over." "Tower to pilot," the dispatcher began, "Repeat after me: "Our Father Who art in heaven...'”
2.4. EXALTS THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD! (9)
2.4.1. Gods is faithful - 
2.4.2. Fellowship of His Son – Koinonia, “having everything in common”. We are in partnership w/Him!
2.4.2.1. Your interests are His – His glory, the wonder of His person, the majesty & greatness of His Power.
2.4.2.2. His interests are yours - your mind & its thoughts; your body & its purity;  your spirit & its graciousness.
2.4.2.3. “All He has is at your disposal now, & His desire is that all you have should be at His disposal now & always.”

3. THE MAN OR THE MESSAGE? (10-18)
3.1. “The Corinthian letter exposes the tragedy of low-level Christian living.”

3.1.1. I am not interested in getting to heaven by the “skin of my teeth” …are you?
3.1.2. It is possible for a Christian to live on a carnal level, instead of a spiritual level. 
To walk in the flesh, even though were saved to walk in the spirit. It is possible to be saved, yet saved so as by fire. 
Then one day stand before the Lord stripped of everything…but your soul’s salvation. 


3.2. As believers we are all one in the Christ Jesus (Gal.3:18) “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
3.2.1. Yet, we have so much division! - Why?
3.2.1.1. [1] We forget our calling in Christ! (2,9,24-29)
3.2.1.2. [2] We have a tendency to follow human leaders! (12-17)
3.2.1.3. [3] We depend on human wisdom & Philosophies. (18-31) [next week]

3.3. Admonishment begins!
3.3.1. Baseballs player & manager, Casey Stengel said: "It's easy to get good players. Gettin' em to play together, that's the hard part!" 


3.3.2. Chloe’s household(11) wrote to Paul that factions had developed in the church regarding the most important man in the church…was it Paul the founder? Or, Apollos our pastor? Or, Cephas(aka Peter) the #1 apostle? Or, Christ?
3.3.2.1. Let’s see what it sounds like: “Father, Son & Pauly’s Spirit?”…No!

3.3.3. Today it sounds more like this ( “I was saved by Billie Graham{when he said, “there’s only 1 way!”}! –Or, “I was baptized by pastor Chuck…in the days of the tent…w/bell-bottoms!”
3.3.4. Some are so proud of their denomination – others(like us) have equal pride being a non-denomination!
3.3.5. They were feeling proud of the teacher they followed.
3.4. Story - One of the real problems of our time is the near celebrity status of many preachers. - On one occasion Thomas K. Beecher substituted for his famous brother Henry Ward Beecher at the Plymouth Church in Brooklyn, New York. Many curiosity seekers had come to hear the renowned Henry Beecher speak. Therefore when Thomas Beecher appeared in the pulpit instead, some of the people got up and started for the doors. Sensing that they were disappointed because he was substituting for his brother, Thomas Beecher raised his hand for silence and announced, "All those who came here this morning to worship Henry Ward Beecher may withdraw from the church; all who came to worship God may remain."

3.5. Paul masterfully turns their attention to Christ & the cross! (13-18)
3.5.1. Paul has taken a stand to constantly bring his hearers back to the cross.
3.5.2. He is convinced that the answer in each controversy & to every failure, as well as all hope for the future, is “the word of the cross. {See 1 Cor.2:2!}
3.5.3. A parody of "Onward, Christian Soldiers,":  
Like a halting caravan, Moves the church of Christ; 
We are feebly faltering, Toward our timid tryst. 
We are all divided, Many bodies we, 
Kept apart by doctrine, And lack of charity. 
Careful, Christian pilgrims! Walk in doubt and fear, 
With the cross of Jesus, Bringing up the rear.

3.5.4. Note, in vs.18, “the word() of the cross”. Not “the message of the cross” (i.e. “the act of preaching itself”).
3.5.5. View the Verbs – “are perishing” “are being saved”.
3.5.5.1. They indicate continuos action in the present.
3.5.5.2. Neither is static. They both suggest movement, a journey along some road.
3.5.5.3. are perishing – means entire failure to be what God intends a man to be: the disease of sin running its course unchecked.
3.5.5.3.1. “It is the drift downwards in spite of all the efforts made to pull oneself up!”

3.5.5.4. are being saved – both negative & positive implications.
3.5.5.4.1. Negative – being saved from danger, being made secure.
3.5.5.4.2. Positive – it is emancipation from sin: sanctification.
3.5.5.4.3. “When the Lord saves a man he does not bar the gate through which sins enter & attack him, but He opens the gate through which Holy Spirit power can come in…to make him holy.” (Alan Redpath)
3.5.5.5. Three aspects of Being saved:
3.5.5.5.1. [1] Past – “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,”
3.5.5.5.2. [2] Present – (here) “but to us who are being saved”
3.5.5.5.3. [3] Future – (Rom.13:11) “for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.”
3.5.6. Foolishness – It stands in contradiction to all the philosophy, education, & knowledge of this world, for the preaching of the cross puts the sentence of death upon them all.

3.5.7. Do you want to touch the power of the cross? Get rid of every impure thought. Burn the books & pictures that incite such thoughts. 
Do you want to touch the power of the cross? Break the habit of partying... pour it all…flush it all.
Do you want to touch the power of the cross? Cut off every friendship that is leading you in to sin. 
Do you want to touch the power of the cross?


3.5.8. John Bunyan said in his immortal Pilgrim's Progress, "I saw in my dream that just as Christian came up to the cross, his burden loosed from his shoulders and fell from his back and began to tumble till it came to the mouth of the sepulcher, where it fell in and I saw it no more. Then was Christian glad and lightsome and said with a merry heart, "He has given me rest by his sorrow, and life by his death."

3.6. Our logo we came up with of the 3 crosses is from a statement I saw that read, “One died in sin, one died to sin, One died for sin!”
3.6.1. Jesus hung in the center for your sin.
3.6.2. Q: On which cross do you hang today? 
3.6.2.1. Have you died to your sin by confessing Jesus as your Lord & Savior, & thus “are being saved”? 
3.6.2.2. Or, will you die in sin & thus “are perishing”?

3.7. Prayer – “How desperately we all need power to stand for the right, power to speak for the Lord Jesus, & power to live for Him day by day.”
3.7.1. “Lord give me power over myself, power over my sin, power over what I am by nature!”
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