5

1 Corinthians 1:18-31
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“Fools For Christ!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Well, in the 1st half of this chapter we talked about the city of Corinth boasting about its wealth, its commerce, its twin harbors,…but it was morally bankrupt!
1.1.1. We also talked about the “church” in Corinth having their own problems. They were very “divided”(11). 

1.1.2. This time of year our nation is the most divided w/the elections coming up in 9 days. 
1.1.2.1. We have a “party-spirit” (ie. Republican party, Democratic, Reform, Natural Law, Libertarian, American Independent, Green, & even the “write in” party!…I just put my name in there!)
1.1.3. The Corinth Church had this “party-spirit” w/all its divisions & arguments.
 
1.2. We left off in vs. 18(perishing & being saved) where we had a vivid portrayal of the constant stream of the lost toppling into eternity w/o Christ; & the other stream of the saved ready to enter the door of eternal fellowship w/God.

1.3. One thing the Corinthians needed was a renewing of their minds.
1.3.1. They were trying to live their Christian lives on the basis of unsanctified common sense.
1.3.2. This kind of life is self-seeking, self-serving, and ultimately self-destructive.
1.4. "Are there any alligators in this river?" asked the man in the water. "No, not a single one," assured his friend who was standing near. The swimmer was still disturbed. Again he asked: "If there are no alligators, what are those gray forms I see? Are you sure there are no alligators?" "Certainly," replied this newly made friend who was standing on the bank. "There are no alligators down there…Those gray forms you see are sharks that have chased the alligators away." 
1.4.1. So often, people run from one philosophy to another; one “new idea” to another; but they are actually just intellectually swapping alligators for sharks!

1.5. There’s a caution given here of mixing anything w/the gospel.
1.5.1. Everyone needs Calvary in their heart!
2. DOWN WITH PRIDE OF INTELLECT! (18-25)
2.1. (18-21) Let’s define 2 words we’ll hear over & over! “Wisdom & Foolishness”.
2.1.1. Wisdom? - in both Old & New Testaments involves “the application of knowledge to guide daily life!”

2.1.2. The wise must have truth, & be able to apply it!…Mere human wisdom breaks down at “both” of these points!
2.1.2.1. Though human wisdom has “flashes & flickers” of truth, it is flooded with lies & half-truths!
2.1.2.2. Human wisdom is unable to either separate truth from fiction, or to correctly apply truth even when it is discerned!

2.1.3. Paul’s proof text…when the cross is proclaimed, how does the self-proclaimed wise man respond? 
2.1.3.1. Those w/Jewish culture looked to “mammoth miracles” to prove it & the Greeks looked to “intellectual respectability”!

2.1.4. Foolishness? – nonsense, folly.
2.1.5. From the world’s standpoint Christianity “seems” foolish. Maybe because it is so paradoxical?
2.1.6. Note these paradoxes: We have to be blind to see (John 9:39); we see unseen things (2 Cor. 4:18); we conquer by yielding (Rom. 6:16-18); we find rest under a yoke (Mt. 11:28-30); we reign by serving (Mark 10:42-44); we are made great by becoming little (Luke 9:48); we are exalted by being humble (Mt. 23:12); we are made free by becoming His bond servants (Rom. 6:10); we wax strong by being weak (2 Cor. 12:10); we triumph by defeat (2 Cor. 12:7-9); we find victory by glorying in our infirmities (2 Cor. 12:5); and we live by dying (John 12:24,25; 2 Cor. 4:10,11); & here we become wise by being fools for Christ's sake (1 Cor. 1:20, 21).

2.2. (19) Paul gives scriptural backup for his point. – Is.29:14 {Where God denounced the “wise” in Judah in seeking alliance w/Egypt when threatened by Sennacherib(Assyrian king)}

2.3. (20-25) God’s plan was so simple & unique that it seemed to be foolishness to the world!

2.3.1. God saves those who believe what He says about His Son.

2.3.2. Take the most profound reasoner, the most sensible sage, the finest debator, the greatest thinkers, the foremost philosophers & they are but what chaff is to the wheat, when they are compared to the pure word of God!

2.4. (22) The brilliance of man cannot appreciate the plan of God…Why?
2.4.1. Is.55:8,9 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD. "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

2.4.2. What a stark contrast, of the Greeks high esteem of Intellectualism via philosophers, to the Anti-Intellectualism of today!
2.4.2.1. Today everything is touchy feel-y, emotional, relativism.
2.4.2.2. Oz Guinness in his book “Fat Bodies Fat Minds” said, “evangelicals have chosen to rely on a rhetoric of protest, pronouncement, & picketing rather than persuasion.”
2.4.2.3. Yet on both ends of the spectrum we find the “wisdom of man” being mans biggest enemy.

2.4.3. The remedy Paul gives is found not in Philosophy but in Revelation!
2.5. (23) “Those who would preach Christ, but not Christ crucified, miss the very soul & essence of our holy faith.”

2.5.1. Any Christ that is preached, that is not the Christ crucified, is actually “Anti”-Christ! 
2.5.1.1. A Mooney I talked to said, “Jesus almost made it, but then he went & got killed!”

2.6. Stumbling block – “The stick which an animal stumbled over causing the trap to shut. Something that trips man up.”
 
2.6.1. {In the original it is “an offense”}
2.6.2. Is a drowning man offended at a rope that is thrown to him?
Is a sick man offended at the cup of medicine that can heal him?
Is a man in a burning house offended at the firefighter who seeks to drag him out of the flames?
Then how is this Rescuer, this Deliverer, this Savior looked upon w/disdain who only seeks the 911 of your soul?

2.7. (25) In a 3rd-century debate on Christianity, Celsus said to Origen, "When most teachers go forth to teach, they cry, 'Come to me, you who are clean and worthy,' and they are followed by the highest caliber of people available. But your silly master cries, 'Come to me, you who are down and beaten by life,' and so he accumulates around him the rag, tag and bobtail of humanity." And Origen replied: "Yes, they are the rag, tag and bobtail of humanity. But Jesus does not leave them that way. Out of material you would have thrown away as useless, he fashions men, giving them back their self-respect, enabling them to stand on their feet and look God in the eyes. They were cowed, cringing, broken things. But the Son has set them free."

3. DOWN WITH SELF-CONFIDENCE!  (26-31)
3.1. The gospel is not a message for the intellectual, for where would that leave the simpler of mind?
3.1.1. Yet the gospel is “very intelligent”, to where mans greatest thinkers have only waded in the 1st 6” of its ocean depth!

3.2. (Moffatt) “Why look at your own ranks, my brothers.”
3.2.1. Paul gives here “argumentum ad hominem!”
3.2.2. He says, just look at your own church, it proves my argument.

3.3. Mighty – Give me 6 men/women on their knees earnestly seeking an answer from God for 1 hour, & I’ll show you they will accomplish more, than 100 of the world’s greatest secular thinker, sitting around a table discussing problems for a whole year.
3.3.1. “Where God can find a little group of crucified men or women, is where you’ll find Gods enlightenment for any matter & every problem that might threaten to over throw them!”


3.4. Noble – The well-born. 
3.4.1. The social structure of the Corinthian church included those from all levels of society.
3.5. (27) General Eisenhower once rebuked one of his Generals for referring to a soldier as "just a Private." He reminded him that the Army could function better without its Generals than it could without its foot soldiers. "If this war is won," he said, "it will be won by Privates." 
3.5.1. In the same way, the common, ordinary, one-talent Christians are the very backbone of the church…If the gospel is to be taken to the lost, it will be the "ordinary" Christians who will do it.

3.6. (28) “the base(insignificant) things” - A group of men were carrying on a friendly conversation. One of them remarked that he had learned to be especially careful about small things. "Would you believe," he said, "that a little thing like a pair of socks changed the entire course of my life?" "I can hardly believe that," replied another man. "Well, it's true! Once I planned to take a trip with some of my friends on a canal boat, but two days before we intended to leave, I injured my foot while chopping wood. It was only a small cut, but the blue dye in the homemade socks I wore poisoned the wound, and I was compelled to stay at home. While my friends were on their journey, a powerful preacher came to our town to hold revival meetings. Since I didn't have anything else to do, I decided to attend. The message touched me deeply, and as a result, I surrendered my heart to the Lord. Afterward I saw that I needed to change my life in many ways. New desires and purposes took hold of me. I determined also to seek an education, for I trusted that this would enable me to live more usefully for my Lord." The man who made these comments was none other than the former President of the United States -- James A. Garfield! 
3.6.1. Don't treat lightly the "(base)little things" in life. They often gravitate to great and important consequences.

3.7. Story - Kelly & I went to school with a girl named Sandy who went on to start a business w/old discarded paper products called, “Paper Omelet”. 
3.7.1. She takes it through a process which makes it into beautiful stationary out of what once was worthless rejected paper!
3.7.2. Isn’t that the same business God is in?
3.7.3. Spurgeon said, “If you select me the grossest specimen of humanity, if he be but born of woman, I will have hope of him yet, because Jesus Christ is come to seek & to save sinners. Electing love has selected some of the worst to be made the best. Pebbles of the brook grace turns into jewels for the crown-royal.”

3.8. (29) “Glory not before him, but in Him!”

3.8.1. We have nothing to boast about!
3.8.2. “To bring salvation into the world God’s Son became a poor Man, a Carpenter. He lived in a backward corner of the world, died a criminal’s death, & even after His resurrection there were “not many wise…not many were influential...not many were of noble birth” who responded to the gospel’s good news. - It follows that we Christians have nothing of which to boast, except of Jesus!” (www)

3.8.3. Jonah reminds us, “Salvation is of the Lord!” (Jonah 2:9)
3.9. (30) For Christ alone personified the wisdom from God.
3.9.1. Here wisdom is the dominant word. The 3 nouns(Rt., Sanct., Redemt.) amplify & explain wisdom!

3.9.2. Every saint is “in Christ Jesus”, & Jesus is to every saint all that he or she ever needs!
3.9.3. He is our “all in all!” - (1 Cor.12:6) “God who works all in all.” (1 Cor.15:28) “that God may be all in all.” (Eph.1:23) “of Him who fills all in all.”

3.9.4. “Jesus satisfies the most elevated intellect when he is believingly received, but apart from Him the mind of the unregenerate discovers no rest!”


3.10. (31) You have 2 choices:
[1] The philosophy of men – human intellect, human ability, push your way through. [2] Or, The wisdom of God - The understanding of God, the knowledge of God, & the glory of God!
3.10.1. Our motto this week, “Not I…but Christ!” 
3.10.2. Everyone needs a Calvary in their heart!

3.11. End: In his book The Witness is Withness, David Augsburger told an imaginary story about a man who had just arrived in heaven. Attracted by a large crowd, he inquired what was going on, "Oh, it's 'show and tell' time," came the answer. He was asked if he had anything he'd like to share. "Why sure," the new arrival quickly responded, "I'll tell about the big flood we had back in 1889 when I was a boy in Pennsylvania." "That will be fine," he was told, "but remember, Noah will be in the audience."
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