4

1 Corinthians 2





    11-18-00

“Christ & Him Crucified!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Q: Have you ever baked or made something in which you added one wrong ingredient to? Or maybe half way through you realize you don’t have one ingredient it requires…so you improvise!…How did it taste? (ever swap Baking Powder for Baking Soda?)
1.1.1. God has a perfect recipe for salvation, in which if you add any ingredients to it, you’ll only spoil the batter!
1.1.2. The Corinthian church was trying to add just a “pinch” of human wisdom & a “smidgen” of human philosophy.
1.2. Anytime someone comes up with a “new idea” for the church in presenting the gospel or wining converts…look out!
1.2.1. This chapter is for them! 
1.2.2. God didn’t pick “PR” men; nor advertisers; nor marketing agents; nor the most wealthy to proclaim his message. Just ambassadors who would take his message to others. No thrills, no frills!

1.2.3. Some have tried to help God out by “dressing up” his simple & despised message of…the cross.
1.2.4. Q: How many “various alternatives” has the church tried in the place of his message? {seeker friendly, the soft gospel}
1.2.4.1. Poor, cheap, noisy, substitutes!
1.2.4.2. “The church has never had better machinery, yet it also has never been so “helplessly ineffective” in meeting the problem of its day.”

1.3. Winston Churchill advised, "If you have an important point to make, don't try to be subtle or clever. Use a pile driver. Hit in once. Then come back and hit again."
1.3.1. Paul does that here…his point?…Christ & Him crucified!
1.3.2. Paul pulls his pile driver & hits it once…Power. Then hits it again…Wisdom.
1.3.2.1. (1:22) The Jews sought Signs(power)& the Greeks Wisdom. 
1.3.2.2. Both Power & Wisdom can be found in Jesus(1:24)
1.3.3. Wisdom & Power must go together for a balanced Christian Diet!

2. POWER! (1-5)
2.1. Remember, the Corinthian church had their eyes on human leaders & were comparing men(1:12), & were failing to grow in the word(ch.3).
2.1.1. Here Paul seeks to get their focus back on God! 
2.1.1.1. The Power of God; The Wisdom of God; The Spirit of God; 
The Spiritual Discernment of God; & The Mind of God.
2.2. THE POWER OF GOD! (1-5)
2.3. (1) Excellence of speech = rational talk. Wisdom = wordy cleverness.
2.3.1. His reliance wasn’t upon these.
2.4. (2) This(vs2) is the way, the course of the ship(for your life, or for the church), We must be set in this direction(vs2) to catch the breeze of the spirit of God from heaven.
2.4.1. Paul “knew” art, music, philosophy, culture, the Poets, & about his world around him but when it came to presenting the gospel he had a 1-track-mind!
2.4.2. But Paul we live in a generation{Boomer or Buster; Gen X’er or Fed x’er?} a generation that is entertainment-crazy that demands a sign!
2.4.2.1. But don’t ever forget little preachers are commission is to give people not what they want, but what they need!
2.4.2.2. When Jesus was asked for a sign He said, “NO”! { "An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. } – He didn’t say, “well if you think you need one!” – Today isn’t any different folks.

2.5. (4) Paul would say, “Not by my might, nor by my power, but by the Spirit!”
2.6. (1-5) Here is the humanly impossible task of Evangelism.
2.6.1. Here is a place every preacher & believer must find himself, this situation is far too big for him.
2.6.2. This takes The Spirit & Power.
2.6.2.1. Spiritual Prompting & Spiritual Empowerment!
3. WISDOM! (6-16)
3.1. THE WISDOM OF GOD! (6-11)
3.2. (9) Paul refers to Is.64:4. Neither is speaking of Heaven 1st of all.
3.2.1. The misunderstanding of this text is like a bad cold…it keeps coming back.
3.2.2. It is spiritual insights that were once a mystery or “hidden”(7,8), & are now revealed(9-11). 
3.3. (10) Q: What has God revealed to you (in scripture)? Oh tons! ( 
3.3.1. Lately? In your devotions? Those spiritual insights.
3.4. (11) You can learn things about me by observing me or by what people say about me, but you can’t know what is going on in my mind or my spirit unless I choose to reveal it to you. 
3.4.1. Only I know what I’m thinking! (besides my wife she’s pretty good at it)
3.4.2. Likewise only the Spirit of God knows the mind of God.
3.5. THE SPIRIT OF GOD! (12) 
3.6. 2 Spirits in our world today!
3.6.1. “The spirit of the world”
3.6.1.1. Satan is the “energizing spirit” in the world today. – See Eph.2:1-3 
3.6.1.2. “He gives lost men a “wisdom” that inflates their egos & blinds their minds.”

3.6.2. “The spirit who is from God”
3.6.2.1. Never forget the H.S. is the One who teaches us the things of God.
3.6.2.2. God wants his children to be “in the know” not “in the dark.”
3.7. THE SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT OF GOD! (13-15)
3.8. (13) Note the Spirit teaches us in words.
3.8.1.1. Here we have the verbal inspiration of the bible…the very words given by the spirit. 

3.9. (14) The Natural man
3.9.1. This man is unsaved, he belongs to the world…& is happy in it.
3.9.2. He can’t received the things of the Spirit(the Word)because he doesn’t have spiritual discernment. 
3.9.3. The natural man can enjoy reading the majesty of the old King James language of scripture; admire & feel the charm of the stories; even have a feeling of religiosity as he reads it. - But he can’t  “know” the scriptures!
3.9.3.1. Spurg. likens it unto possessing a “dead letter in your conscience-ness.”
3.9.3.2. Q: Is this speaking of you this morning?
3.9.3.3. Maybe you’re a conversion ready to happen?
3.9.4. Believers when you witness “your zeal, making the gospel clear, logic, reasoning skills, knowledge of prophecy, even your pleading for souls means “zip” w/o the Spirit doing the enlightening!
3.10. (15) The Spiritual man
3.10.1. This man is a believer who is controlled by the Spirit.
3.10.2. He is a man of discernment & is able to judge & evaluate things with God’s insights. 
3.10.2.1. Many people in the world have a great deal of knowledge, but they lack spiritual wisdom.
3.10.3. Vs.15 goes like this, “The spiritual person understands the things of the Spirit & has wisdom, but the people of the world cannot understand the spiritual person.” {we are a enigma to the unbeliever}

3.11. THE MIND OF GOD! (16)
3.12. The believer has the mind of Christ!
3.12.1. Phil.2:5 “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,”
3.12.2. 1 Pet.4:1 “since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind,”
3.12.3. This means that the Spirit, through the Word, helps the believer think as Jesus thinks.
3.12.4. “True faith stands on the rock of Revelation not on the sands of human philosophy!”


3.13. Q: How might your evangelism change after being reminded of today’s study?
3.13.1. If it’s all based on His Power & His Spirit, I’ll spend more time in prayer!
� Alan Redpath


� Warren Weirsbe


� Alan Redpath pg.33





