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“Carnal Christianity!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Paul continues his “spiritual man” theme (see 2:15, then 3:1).
1.2. Paul reminds them, “you are Gods possession…why live on such a low level?”
1.2.1. Like buying a lot w/a view…then cutting the pad at the bottom of the property??? {De Luz – 1 day to build on the top}

1.2.2. Paul reminds the Corinthian believers of 5 things that form our outline: You are still Carnal; You are God’s Field; You are God’s Building; You are the Temple of God; You are Christ’s.

2. YOU ARE STILL CARNAL! (1-4)
2.1. (1,2) When cats are no longer kittens, they say it isn’t good to feed them milk any longer{Kitty Dysentery}. But we are not Cats we’re Christians!
2.1.1. On one hand we never outgrow the nourishing milk of God’s Word.
2.1.2. 1 Pet.2:1-3 “Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.”

2.1.3. I still love a glass of milk, but it isn’t the only thing in my diet (I’ve added cookies!). 

2.1.4. Paul warns against a steady diet of “powdered milk only”!
2.2. We can’t grow strong unless we also have the “solid food!”
2.2.1. Heb.5:12-14 “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

2.3. We grow by eating & exercising.
2.3.1. 1 Tim.4:7b,8 “…exercise yourself toward godliness. For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all things,”
2.4. Age is no guarantee of spiritual maturity!
2.4.1. There are unfortunately many of old saints who are still holding their bottle, blankey, & are simply spiritual thumb suckers!

2.5. (3) In verse 3 Paul lists some of their carnality as: envy(jealousy), strife, divisions(quarreling) & living like men of the world.
2.5.1. Charles L. Allen in The Miracle of Love writes of a fisherman friend who told him that one never needs a top for his crab basket. If one of the crabs starts to climb up the sides of the basket, the other crabs will reach up and pull it back down.
2.5.1.1. Some people are a lot like crabs!

2.6. (4) Paul introduced us to 2 kinds of Christian life, or 2 classes of Christian people. 
2.6.1. Both are “brethren”(1). Both are babes “in Christ” (1). Both are “born in the spirit”(2:12). Yet one is Carnal & one is Spiritual.
2.6.1.1. Paul already discussed another kind of person(2:14) the Natural man…who doesn’t receive any of the things of the spirit(2:14).
2.6.2. Every believer has within him then the ability to reproduce the character of Jesus Christ, because God dwells w/in us!
2.6.3. Yet, this isn’t always accomplished…Why not? Because too many Christians continue to live on the “C” level, instead of the “S” level! 
2.6.3.1. C=Carnal Level/or the Carport; S=Spiritual level/or the Suite.
2.6.3.2. Q: Why live in the Carport when you can live in the Suite?
2.6.4. Now, Paul struggled w/carnality himself. 
2.6.4.1. Rom.7:21-24 “I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?”
2.6.4.2. The whole chapter is a portrait of the carnal conflict.
2.6.5. It is a constant conflict, a moment by moment battle between 2 natures.
2.6.6. The carnal man, though indwelt by the H.S., is mastered by the flesh. {Carnal = fleshly)
2.6.6.1. Flesh = that which pursues its own ends in self-sufficient independence of God.
2.7. Q: Why did Paul use the analogy of a baby?
2.7.1. It is a wonderful experience when a baby comes into a home! But what a tragedy if he never grows up!

2.7.2. The characteristics of a baby? – Absolutely dependent on other people, needs to be fed, he can’t walk, he has to be held, & he is only happy when he is the center of attention. 

2.7.3. Same w/the Carnal Christians – Absolutely dependent on other people(constantly needs everyone’s counsel), needs to be fed(his only feeding is the ministers milk bottle on Sunday morn), he can’t walk(by himself), he has to be held(propped up by others), & he is only happy when he is the center of attention(same same).
2.7.3.1. His heart is still mostly in the world, & there is an atmosphere of worldliness about him. 


2.7.4. “The Carnal Christian is a child of God, born again & on his way to heaven, but he is traveling 3rd class!”


2.8. Q: Does this describe you today? ( “Repeated defeat, you find no power over the principle of sin in your life? Are you torn up by jealousy, strife, & quarrels? Are you living out a long drawn out infancy? Do you have stinted & stunted growth? “

2.9. I planted 2 little 18” Christmas pines at home. One grew prob 40’ in 15 years. The other barely reached 3’ in 3-4 years. Both received the same water & sunlight. Then I realized the ground needed to be broken up around the base. It immediately grew & is now about 8’.
2.9.1. Q: Can you think of 2 plants in your yard, one that is flourishing & one barely holding on? What is the difference?

2.9.2. It’s the soil, just like in the parable of the soil Jesus taught {hard, rocky, thorny, & good soil} The soil(heart) made all the difference on how it received or didn’t receive the seed/word.

3. YOU ARE GOD’S FIELD! (5-9a)
3.1. Everyone has a place in God’s harvest.
3.1.1. Jn.4:35-38 "Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! "And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. "For in this the saying is true: 'One sows and another reaps.' "I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors."
3.1.2. There should be no competing or comparing!
3.1.3. The Lord alone recognizes the work & gives the reward.
3.1.4. Staghorn Fern – (antlers) As you walk up to my front door we have hanging a Staghorn fern. Who gets the glory for its beauty? Mical for watering it? Kelly for watering it because Mical usually forgets to? Myself because I do the “real“ labor on it? Or, Pasquale for he actually started it from another plant? Or, God who brought forth the original fern?
3.1.4.1. If you make Jesus the “Lord of the Harvest” then it doesn’t matter who planted the seed, who watered it everyday, nor who reaped it, if it’s the Lord’s!

4. YOU ARE GOD’S BUILDING! (9b-15)
4.1. Context, Paul writes about the local church & the materials we put into it as we minister.
4.1.1. The perishable materials are when we substitute “man’s wisdom” for “God’s word”.

4.2. (10) It is inevitable that the building IS going up!
4.2.1. Something has gone into the building of your life this past week.
4.2.2. Jesus is our foundation. We are building upon Him. But what kind of materials are we using?
4.2.2.1. Bricks? A window of prayer? The gold of a pure testimony, the precious stones of victory over temptations? 
4.2.2.2. Or was it the wood of too much to do, the hay of powerlessness, & the straw of irresponsibility?

4.3. (11) Any other foundation imagines another redemption, another salvation, another Savior, another Christ.
4.3.1. Spurgeon said, “None but Jesus, the divine savior, could sustain the weight of a single soul w/all its sins, much less of all the souls which are built up into the Temple of God.” 

4.4. (13) Like the 3 little pigs.
4.4.1. That which was made of shoddy building materials (straw & wood) blew down, but that which was of sturdy material (brick) with stood the fierce winds.
4.4.2. Instead of blowing, He will simply look at it w/“His eyes like a flame of fire” at the judgment seat of Christ.
4.4.3. The building we are erecting, the building of our character, is going to pass under His scrutiny. 
4.4.3.1. “Take heed how you build!”

4.5. (15) (Phillps translation) “…he personally will be safe, though rather like a man rescued from a fire.”
4.5.1. Picture a man escaping a burning building, he has his life…but no possessions.
4.5.2. There is a legend of a wealthy woman who, when she reached heaven, was shown a very plain mansion. She objected. - "Well," she was told, "that is the house prepared for you." "Whose is that fine mansion across the way?" she asked. "It belongs to your gardener." "How is it that he has one so much better than mine?" The houses here are prepared from the materials that are sent up. We do not choose them, you do that by your earthly faithfulness." 
4.5.2.1. This may be a legend, but it bears a profound truth!
5. YOU THE TEMPLE OF GOD! (16,17)
5.1. (16a) “you are the temple of God” – 
5.1.1. There are 2 words for temple in the Greek. One means the temple itself, the other means the sanctuary, the Holy of Holies where the glory of God dwells(that is the word here). 
5.1.1.1. We are God’s sanctuary, the place of His holy, awesome presence!
5.1.1.2. You are not simply the structure in which He lives, you are the dwelling place of the Shekinah glory!

5.2. (16b) “The Spirit of God dwells in you” – Not an “influence” of the Spirit but “the 3rd person of the Trinity”!
5.2.1. Christian, no matter how weak, feeble, poor, helpless, or frustrated you feel; or how inadequate, incapable, incompetent, or ineffective you feel,…“The Spirit of God dwells in you”!

5.2.2. Q: Why does He dwell in us? That we might develop character, the fruit of the Spirit, character-fruit, the reproduction of the character of J.C.
5.2.3. So it begs the question, “why is it that so little of His life is produced in us & so much of ourselves still remains?”


5.3. The O.T. tabernacle had an outer court(where the public walked), the inner court(which was the place of service), & the Holy of Holies(the sanctuary of the presence of God).
5.3.1. We are not to live in the outer court(the world); we are not to live “only” in the inner court(of the busy rush of Christian service); but in the Holiest of all (walking as holy men & women w/dignity, reverence & worship!)

6. YOU ARE CHRIST’S! (18-23)
6.1. (21) The Corinthian believers gloried in human leaders & human wisdom – They robbed God of the glory that rightly belonged to Him.
6.2. (23) Jill Briscoe said, I love what Corrie ten Boom once taught me. She said, "Jill, people thank me so much, and it used to worry me because I didn't want to get a big head. So I began to collect those compliments like flowers. 'Thank you,' I'd say. 'Thank you, thank you, thank you.' Then at the end of the day I'd kneel down and I'd say, 'Here You are Jesus, they're all Yours.'"
6.2.1. If we have an ability, it is Christ’s ability - to be laid at His feet. If we have money it is to be Christ’s money, Christ’s building, Christ’s lambs, Christ’s mission, Christ’s bookstore, Christ’s gospel, everything is Christ’s!

6.3. We are all connected to God through Christ. He is our spiritual commonality; not human leaders. 
6.3.1. The Spiritual man has conflicts & battles but he finds himself trusting, resting, & conquering in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
6.3.2. The trend of his life is upward, not downward; the habit of life is Victory not defeat.
6.3.2.1. Rom.8:37 “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.”
6.3.2.2. 2 Cor.2:14 “Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ,”
6.3.3. He displays a life of progressive growth & radiant Christ-likeness.
6.4. So, which class are you going to fly? 3rd class or 1st class? Coach or Business? 
6.4.1. Back when smoking was allowed in the back of planes, I hated getting stuck back there. 
6.4.2. It’s like holding a coupon to be upgraded to 1st class, & not using it.
6.4.3. Are you content being a “Time-Clock Christian”? Or, are you ready to go “salary”. 
6.5. What helped Kelly & I more than anything?
6.5.1. Friends plugged us in right away.
6.5.2. We never forsook the gathering together of the brethren (when they met we were there). 
6.5.3. We got involved in Home studies, in Serving, in Fellowship (Christian friendships).

6.6. How could we ever live on the low level of carnality when we have such a Savior as He?
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