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1 Corinthians 4





      12-3-00

“Inflated!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Story - I remember as a kid having a basketball that started to separate. Out bulged the little black rubber liner(size of a small egg).
1.1.1. We still used it, but it wasn’t as trustworthy when we dribbled it.
1.1.2. The Corinthian believers were like my basketball,…they had gotten “Puffed up”(see 6,18,19).
1.1.3. Puffed up = Inflated, to blow up!
1.1.3.1. Used 7 x’s in the NT; all by Paul; 5 out of 7 in this letter; 3 in this ch alone.
1.1.3.2. Can God still use Christians that are “puffed up”? - Yes, but they aren’t as trustworthy! 

1.1.4. Another picture comes to mind was this last trip to Haiti.
1.1.4.1. Story - Kevin’s frozen bread dough! 
1.1.4.2. [ ½ tradition; ½ survival] - (exploded in frig)
1.1.5. Their problem was simply arrogance that Paul deals with now.

1.1.5.1. So, Paul reminds them to delight in human weakness(10) rather than puff up w/pride!

2. FAITHFUL SERVANTS & STEWARDS! (1-5)
2.1. Here throughout this chapter Paul contrasts himself with them. Teaching them humility.
2.2. (1,2) Paul & Apollos are Servants!
2.2.1. Servants = “Under-rowers, A Galley slave.”
2.2.2. The figure is that of a ship impelled by oars. The church is the ship; Christ commands; the rowers only obey orders!
2.2.3. A 1 time leading member of the Sanhedrin, the man who boasted of his religion & intellect, a proud Pharisee among Pharisees, now he delights to say, “I am nothing – simply a slave of my Lord Jesus Christ.”


2.3. Paul & Apollos are Stewards!
2.3.1. Stewards – “An Estate Manager, a House Keeper.”
2.3.1.1. “A chief slave who super intended the household & even the whole property of his master”(Kittel).
1.1.1. This figure is that of a steward in charge of his masters house. The church is the house; Christ is the master; & we are the stewards. 
1.1.2. This is one who manages everything for his master, but owns nothing himself.  {Joseph in Potiphar’s house is a good example}

2.4. Paul & Apollos are Faithful!
2.4.1. Opposite of faithful?…Unfaithful!
2.4.1.1. “Judas himself was not more the son of perdition than the man who calls himself an ambassador for Christ, & yet dares to be unfaithful to the souls of men.”


2.5. Faithful! - There is nothing in Pompeii that invests it with a deeper interest than the spot where a soldier of old Rome displayed a most heroic fidelity. That fatal day on which Vesuvius, at whose feet the city stood, burst out into an eruption that shook the earth, a sentinel kept watch by the gate which looked to the burning mountain.: amidst the fearful disorder, the sentinel had been forgotten; and as Rome required her sentinels, happen what might, to hold their posts till relieved by the guard, or set at liberty by their officers, he had to choose between death and dishonor. Pattern of fidelity, he stands by his post. Slowly, but surely, the ashes rise on his manly form; now they reach his breast; and now, covering his lips, they choke his breathing. He also was "faithful unto death." After seventeen centuries, they found his skeleton standing erect in a marble niche, clad in its rusty armor, the helmet on his empty skull, and his bony fingers still closed upon his spear.

2.5.1. God requires every usher, greeter, Sunday School worker, home study leader, bookstore helper, every servant & steward to be FAITHFUL!

2.6. (3-5) Not concerned w/3 out of 4 judgements:
2.6.1. [1] By you – They were off base anyways.
2.6.2. [2] By a human court – (lit.)“Human day”(in the sense of a human judgement day)
2.6.3. [3] By myself – Even his own assessment was immaterial.
2.6.4. [4] By the Lord – (4a) He didn’t know of any “known sin” he was committing.
2.6.4.1. Paul was only concerned w/the scrutiny of the Lord, who knows all our hearts, our desires, our every thought & motive. 
2.7. (5) “Then each one's praise will come from God” – 
2.7.1. Not blame or condemnation but Praise of God!
2.7.1.1. Dog obedience – “Praise your dogs”. (of course!…Yet many earthly fathers forget to do this)
2.7.2. What so many seek from their earthly fathers, our heavenly Father can’t wait to pour out His Praise upon His faithful servants & stewards!
2.7.2.1. “Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.”

2.7.2.2. “For not he who commends himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends.” (2 Cor.10:18) 
2.7.2.3. “…that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love.” (1 Pet.1:7,8)

3. FOOLS FOR CHRIST’S SAKE!  (6-13)
3.1. (6-9) Be humble not arrogant!
3.1.1. Your abilities & blessings came from God; you cannot take credit 4 them.
3.1.2. “They are God’s gift to you, & your use of them is your gift to God!”

3.2. (7) Compare & Contrast!
3.2.1. NIV – “For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession(last), like men condemned to die in the arena(condemned to death). We have been made a spectacle(theatre) to the whole universe, to angels as well as to men.”

3.2.2. Paul takes the stand against them with “Sanctified Sarcasm!”
3.2.2.1. 3 questions for them to ponder in vs.7.
3.2.2.2. It is sinful to contrast various Christian workers because only God knows their hearts. 

3.2.3. Spurgeon, “Will a man who is very deeply in debt say, “I have reason to be proud more than you because I owe 10 times as much as you do”? Yet that is just the condition of every man who has any grace – he owes it all to God. And he who has the most grace is the most in debt to his Lord.”

3.2.4. Someone said, “Everything we have outside of hell is the grace of God!”
3.2.4.1. This truth is a dagger in the stomach of pride! It is a death blow to ALL carnality, strife, divisions, & judging others. 
3.2.4.2. Grace plants our face in the dirt.
3.2.5. Hymn - Dr. James M. Gray of the Moody Bible Institute.
Naught have I gotten but what I received, 
Grace hath bestowed it, since I have believed.
Boasting excluded, pride I abase;
I’m, only a sinner, saved by His grace.
Suffer a sinner, whose heart overflows,
Loving his Saviour, to tell what he knows;
Once more to tell it, would I embrace,
I’m only a sinner, saved by grace.

3.2.6. Before we can become anything for Him, we must become nothing in ourselves.
3.2.6.1. M.R.DeHaan said, “When God creates new things, He always begins w/nothing!”
3.3. (10) Again he speaks facetiously. 
3.3.1. If the Apostles were the greatest Christians who ever lived, & they were “filth & the scum of the earth”, where did that leave the boasting Corinthians?
3.4. (11-13) Here we have another list of Paul’s credentials!
3.4.1. A minister, who operated an orphanage many years ago, told of a shivering boy in ragged clothing who came to his door for food and lodging. Just to see what the lad would say, the kindly director asked, "What are your credentials?" The youngster replied, "Credentials? I ain't got none! If these here rags ain't credentials enough, I don't know what is!"…Naturally, he was admitted.

3.5. Filth of the world – dirt, filth.
3.5.1. NIV - Up to this moment we have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world.
3.5.2. NASB - we have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until now.

3.5.3. (Lightfoot/TDNT) “The word was also used of condemned criminals of the lowest class who were sacrificed as offerings for the cleansing of a city.”
3.6. Offscouring – That which is removed by the process of cleaning dirt off, scouring, scum.
3.6.1. 1st word spoke of a “rinsing”, this 2nd word means a “scraping” of a dirty vessel.
3.6.2. Illustration - Des’ Lawn mower before I return it(1st rinsed, then rubbed).
3.7. Again, If the Apostles were the chief of sinners(they understood their depravity), where did that leave the boasting Corinthians?
4. FOLLOW YOUR FATHER!  (14-21)
4.1. (14-17) Life is a school, so be teachable!
4.1.1. Our Father uses many hands & many voices to teach us.
4.2. (16) Imitate me - As the father(15) should be the model for his son to imitate.
4.3. (19,20) In word – Paul was saying, “not just philosophy & dogma but in power…which you don’t have!”
4.3.1. They were not living in “the kingdom of God”, but in “their own kingdom of their own vain imagination”!
4.3.2. The Corinthians felt competent in their wisdom(3:18), in their learning, philosophy, & head knowledge.
4.3.2.1. Alan Redpath asks, “I wonder if sometimes competence is a covering for our lack of the transforming power of God the Holy Spirit?”
4.4. (21) Your choice! - I can come wielding the rod of “Apostolic discipline”, or for mutual love in a spirit of gentleness?

4.5. Two Roads!
4.5.1. Paul’s answer to their situation was to point them to the path he himself has chosen, the royal route to heaven(imitate me).


4.5.2. 2 roads are clearly offered to each of us in life:
4.5.3. [1] The Road of the Self-Life! – It seeks after intellectual entertainment & wins the applause of men, but ends in corruption, failure, & defeat.
4.5.4. [2] The Road of the Cross – The path of unpopularity, making him a spectacle to the world, often criticized & derided, even persecuted, certainly thought out-of-date & old-fashioned.

4.5.5. That is the road Paul chose! 
4.5.6. Q: Which path are you on today?
4.5.7. You know there is something in all of us that wants “both”!
4.5.7.1. We want a middle road, a little bit of praise & popularity, a little bit of recognition & thanks, a little bit of applause of men.
4.5.7.2. We also want the anointing of the H.S., & the authority of God, we want the power w/o the cost!
4.5.7.3. You can only met the needs of those around you in the power the H.S.
4.5.8. Mt.16:24-26 “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.

4.5.9. Here we find the principle of all ministry, the background for all Christian living!
4.5.10. Paul was simply a faithful servant of Christ, & a steward of the mysteries of God!
� Alan Redpath


� Spurgeon


� Mt.25:21


� Warren Wiersbe


� F.F.Bruce


� Alan Redpath





