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“Ich in the Tank!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Q: How many have had a fish aquarium at some time growing up?
1.1.1. I love them. Can watch them for hours. 
1.1.2. We are going to use an aquarium analogy for a picture of what Paul wants to communicate to us individually, our church, & to our visitors this morning.
1.1.3. Picture in your mind an aquarium, submersed to its rim, in a larger aquarium.
1.1.3.1. I picture the inner aquarium is the “church” & the outer aquarium is “the world” looking in & watching. – When one is saved from the world he is pulled into the inner aquarium.
1.1.4. One problem with owning an aquarium is having to maintain it.  
1.1.4.1. Water balance & temperature; Oxygen & filtration; algae & cleanliness must be maintained. Also it is necessary to watch for diseases. 
1.1.5. A common disease is the dreaded “Ich”(white spot) – It is a protozoan (Ichthyophthirius multifiliis) and is characterized by small white pustules on the skin and eyes.
1.1.6. The white spot trophont forms a nodule under the skin or gill epithelium. The trophont constantly turns and moves under the skin, feeding on destroyed cells and body fluids. The parasite feeds on body cells until mature and then 'punches' its way out of the skin. It then attaches itself to a plant or some other object and forms a capsules around itself. Inside the capsule, the tomont, as it is now called, repeatedly divides, producing up to 1000 tomites that finally 'hatch' from the capsule and swim to find a fish host. These small tomites are the infective agent. They burrow into the fish's skin and the cycle starts all over again. Clearly, with each turn of the cycle the number of parasites increases dramatically.

1.1.7. If a fish in your tank develops “Ich”, he must be removed, the tank purged, & the fish returned only when the “Ich” is gone.

1.2. The Corinthian church had allowed Ich in their Tank! 
1.2.1. Paul deals with 3 reasons for having to deal with, & how to deal with, this deadly disease: For the Offender’s Sake! - For the Churches Sake! - For the World’s Sake!
2. FOR THE OFFENDER’S SAKE! (1-5)
2.1. Paul not only exposes the man’s sin, but the churches as well.
2.2. Church, you have a responsibility to those in the pews next to you.
2.2.1. The Corinthian church was blind to their “liberal Tolerance”, which blinded them to the need for a reprimand.
2.2.2. They were showing “Greasy Grace!” (David Jeremiah song)
2.2.3. This church was into “permitting” rather than “confronting”!
2.2.4. “Every single member in the church, which is aware of the situation, is sinning every moment, to not lovingly confront a bro/sis, regarding their sin they are continuing in.”

2.3. (1a) The Sins Scope? - It is actually reported – The news got out. 
2.3.1. The sin was well known. (Front page of the Corinthian Quarterly!)

2.4. (1b) The Sin Specific? – sexual immorality (when used generally “any sexual acts outside of legal marriage”)
2.4.1. This specific sin was incestuous – “A man has his fathers wife” (possible, step-mom after father had died?)

2.5. (1c) The sin’s Extent? – “has” – is an important word in our text here.
2.5.1.1. Pres. act. Inf. – The present tense emphasizes the “continual possession”.
2.5.1.2. They were living as man & wife w/o being married(living together, playing house, etc.).
2.5.1.3. This was forbidden by O.T; by the Rabbis(Sanhedrin 7:4); & even prohibited by Roman Law! (not even named among the Gentiles!)
2.5.1.4. While the Corinthian believers were complacent, the godless Gentiles were repulsed by this sin!

2.6. (2) The background of this chapter is the Passover feast(8).
2.6.1. The presence of the immoral man should have turned this feast into a funeral…”and have not rather mourned”.
2.6.2. They were “puffed up”  arrogant, boasting about being tolerant. Why they were showing “grace”…weren’t they???
2.6.3. They adopted a destructive view of grace!
2.6.3.1. Q: How do you view sin? 
2.6.3.2. Like Jeremiah? 23:9,10 “My heart within me is broken Because of the prophets; All my bones shake. I am like a drunken man, And like a man whom wine has overcome, Because of the LORD, And because of His holy words. For the land is full of adulterers; For because of a curse the land mourns. The pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up. Their course of life is evil, And their might is not right.”
2.6.3.3. Like the Lord through Ezekiel? 6:9 “…I was crushed by their adulterous heart which has departed from Me, and by their eyes which play the harlot after their idols;”
2.6.4. Q: Do you let sin break your heart? Q: Do you shrug it off? 

2.7. (3) Paul judges the situation simply by what the word of God says.
2.7.1. He doesn’t ask for the church Bi-Laws, church traditions, or church constitutions.
2.7.2. 1 Thes.5:21,22 “Test all things; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil.”
2.7.3. Jn.7:24 “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.”

2.8. (4,5) Now he gives specific instructions & guidelines.
2.8.1. He doesn’t call for the church leaders, but exhorts the congregation to apply correction in the name & power of J.C. 
2.8.1.1. Keep in  mind this is the “final step” of church discipline given from Mt.18.

2.8.2. 3 specific instructions for discipline a sinning Christian:
2.8.3. [1] deliver such a one to Satan – 
2.8.3.1. Excommunicate sinning Christians, releasing then into Satan’s domain …the world! (see vs.2 “taken away”; & vs.13 “put away”)
2.8.3.1.1. Seems to suggest that there is spiritual safety w/in the fellowship of the local church. And a vulnerability to Satan’s attacks on the “outside”!
2.8.3.2. 1 Pet.5:8 “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”
2.8.4. [2] for the destruction of the flesh – 
2.8.4.1. “This may include physical death (1 Cor.11:30; 1 Jn.5:16). Or, it refers to defeating a sinner’s fleshly desires by letting Satan push those passions to extreme’s, creating such an anguish in the sinner that his lust is destroyed!” (Swindoll)

2.8.5. [3] that his spirit may be saved – 
2.8.5.1. The goal is not punishment – This is only the means to an end, & that end is restoration!

2.8.5.2. William Barclay said, “Always at the back of punishment & discipline in the early church there is the conviction that they must seek not to break but to make the man who has sinned…Discipline should never be exercised for the satisfaction of the person who exercises it, but always for the mending of the person who has sinned & for the sake of the church. Discipline must never be vengeful; it must always be curative.”

2.8.5.3. Once a change of mind & heart is gained, congregations should welcome prodigal’s home w/open arms.
2.8.5.3.1. Like the prodigals father received him back w/ “the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 'And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry;”
2.8.5.4. Paul told them to do this regarding this very situation in 2 Cor.2:6-8.

3. FOR THE CHURCHES SAKE!  (6-8)
3.1. Paul uses the illustration of Leaven to describe the church’s refusal to deal w/this sin.
3.1.1. This pinch of leaven(the man’s sin) leavened the whole (congregation).
3.1.2. Part effects the whole!
3.1.2.1. As one drop of foul water spoils a cup of clean water.
3.1.2.2. As one bad tooth affects your whole body.
3.1.2.3. As a drop of poison to your whole blood stream.
3.1.2.4. So, one saint at CCM can corrupt our whole congregation!
3.1.3. We that are apart of the body of Christ directly effect each other for good…or for bad!
3.1.3.1. So can we let it go? – No way it must be dealt with!
3.1.3.2. I didn’t deal with ICH in my fish tank once, & 1x1 lost every fish.
3.2. (8) “keeping the feast” – How?
3.2.1. Day 1 of the feast they’d light a candle & search the house for leaven, every bit had to be removed. 
3.2.1.1. Today at Passover the Jews will put some in a corner for the kids to find, to throw out.
3.2.2. We need to remember we can’t enjoy the feast of fellowship w/Christ before taking the candle, & examining our heart for sin!
3.2.2.1. That little “ICH” starts small…but spreads fast! 
3.2.2.2. Hunt down your sin, & repent of it, & ask God to purify you.
3.3. Paul saw the Christian life as “keeping the feast”.
3.3.1. (i.e.) [1] Feeding on Christ(Passover Lamb) [2] Being sure we not defiled by sin(leaven/yeast). [3] Being ready to move (like in the orig. Passover) 
3.3.1.1. Q: Which of the 3 are you lacking in?
3.4. Sincerity – (lit.) “checked by sunlight”.

4. FOR THE WORLD’S SAKE!  (9-13)
4.1. Sin in the life of a believer, is far worse than the sin in the life of an unbeliever.
4.2. (9a) Referring to his 1st letter he wrote to them.
4.2.1. He clears up their misunderstanding of it(10).
4.2.2. I bet he’d love to write 3rd Corinthians about now!
4.3. (9,11) keep company with = (lit.) “to mix together, mix up with.”
4.3.1. “Associate intimately with” – I think key is in the word intimately.
4.3.1.1. The present tense points to a regular association. (LKGNT)
4.3.2. “eat with” – not limited to communion meal, table fellowship!
4.4. (10) Covetous – One who seeks to fulfill his unsatiable desires at al cost & at the expense of others. (LKGNT)
4.4.1. Reviler – An abusive person, one who attacks another w/abusive language.
4.5. Q: Who should we stay away from?
4.5.1. The world? Or, perpetually sinning people who are “named Christians”?
4.6. Q: Who should we discipline?
4.6.1. Christians who stubbornly continue in sin.
4.6.2. When I had my aquarium I new I periodically had to scrub the sides of the tank when algae built up…but I didn’t look forward to it.
4.6.2.1. Some Christians look forward to scrubbing.
4.6.2.2. Let’s remember Jesus called us primarily to be “fishers of men” & not cleaners of tanks!
4.6.2.2.1. Q: Are you more prone to scrubbing or fishing?
4.6.2.2.2. Put down your scrub brush & pick up your fishing pole! 

4.7. Wrap up!
4.7.1. 1] Overlooking flagrant sin is not gracious but dangerous!
4.7.1.1. Like ignoring a bulging tire or a rattlesnake in your backyard!
4.7.2. 2] Rebuking sinning believers is not optional but essential!
4.7.3. 3] Dealing with these situations shouldn’t be punitive but corrective!
4.7.3.1. James 5:20 “…he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.”
4.7.3.2. Restore such a one – restore = “a surgical term of setting a bone or joint.”
4.7.4. 4] Worry about sin internally not externally!
4.7.4.1. Christian discipline is a family matter!

4.8. Staying pure in a Polluted world!
4.8.1. It is important to maintain both personal; & corporate holiness!
4.8.2. 1 Pet.2:11,12 “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.”
