5

1 Corinthians 6





    12-31-00

“Scriptural Litigation, not Secular Lawsuits!

Christian Liberty, not Loose License!”
1. Intro:
1.1. Last chapter the Californians(I mean Corinthians) were compromising w/the world; this chapter they’re losing their testimony w/the world.

1.2. Outline: [1-11] “Scriptural Litigation, not Secular Lawsuits!” 
[12-20] “Christian Liberty, not Loose License!”

1.3. 6 questions: “Do you not know…?” (2,3,9,/15,16,19)
2. SCRIPTURAL LITIGATION, NOT SECULAR LAWSUITS! (1-11)
2.1. SECULAR COURT VS. SCRIPTURAL COURT!  (1-8)
2.1.1. William Barclay tell us in his commentary “(The Greeks) were characteristically a litigious(li-tij-es) people. The law courts were one of their chief entertainment’s…In a Greek city every man was more or less a lawyer & spent a very great part of his time either deciding or listening to law cases.”

2.1.2. Sounds pretty much the same in our day! - Our courts are very busy today in America.
2.1.3. We’ve raised Lawyers to even celebrity status (OJ Simpson trial).
2.1.3.1. Larry H. Parker – Became a hero for many. (he got me ___ Million)
2.1.4. Some Scary Stat’s!
2.1.5. The United States, as a country, and California, specifically, have the highest number of lawsuits in the world.
2.1.6. 94% of the world's lawsuits are in the United States.

2.1.7. 70% of the world's lawyers reside in the United States.

2.1.8. Annually, there are 200 times as many product liability lawsuits in the United States as in the United Kingdom.

2.1.9. There were 1,672,000 lawsuits filed in California in 1996, excluding domestic relations’ cases.

2.1.10. California leads the nation in the number of lawsuits and the United States lead the world in the cost of litigation. Lawsuits consume 2.2 percent of the United States’ gross domestic product ("GDP").

2.1.11. Almost thirteen lawsuits are filed every minute of every working day in California.

2.1.12. There are more lawyers in West Los Angeles than in all of Japan. The United States has 30 times more lawsuits per person than Japan.

2.1.13. The average wrongful termination jury award in California is $1.3 million - up 300% in the past five years.

2.1.14. Paul offers not only the problem, but also a solution!
2.1.15. Problem: They were “Going to law before the unrighteous”(1); “utter failure”(7)
2.1.16. Solution: Take your problems “before the saints”(1); 
2.1.17. What types of Lawsuits? Those that “pertain to this life”. 
2.1.17.1. (A.T.Robertson/LKGNT) It means functions related to our life on earth or to the resources of life such as food, clothing, property, etc.

2.1.17.2. Frank Gabelein says this is probably not referring to criminal cases because he teaches in Rom.13 to “submit himself to the governing authorities,”…he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil.

2.1.18. Saints Qualifications: We were born(again) to judge!
2.1.18.1. “We will judge the world”(2) – It talks about ruling & reigning with Jesus during the millennium, “And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them…they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.”
2.1.18.2. (John in the Rev.) And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth."
2.1.18.3. (Paul to Tim) If we endure, We shall also reign with Him.

2.1.18.4. “We will judge angels” (3)  - 2 Pet.2:4 “For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;”

2.1.18.5. So Paul’s logic here is simply, if God trusts us to judge the world & judge angels tomorrow, can’t he help us in deciding our petty decisions today?

2.1.18.6. Saints you don’t have to be legal experts to resolve most disputes! – {Know your Position in Christ - Know Biblical principles - Know how to apply them}

2.1.19. Degree of Sin they were in: “utter failure”(7)
2.1.19.1. Paul told them regardless of the outcome of their suits, they are already losers, because they’ve warred against each other in front of unbelievers.


2.1.19.2. This is like parents who yell, fight, & scream in front of their kids.

2.1.20. What Paul wasn’t saying: He wasn’t attacking the secular courts, he’s not antigovernment, his concern is not the public court system itself but the believers who use it as a floor for their squabbles.
2.1.21. Steps to Biblical Resolve: When 2 believers can’t reach an agreement together.
2.1.21.1. Follow Mt.18 - Handle it quietly(keep the circle small) & biblically.
2.1.21.2. Invite some spiritual believer’s to meet w/them & help decide the matter.
2.1.21.3. Accept wrong & let yourselves be cheated!
2.1.21.3.1. Tough teaching to apply! – Is this really what Jesus meant? Listen to Jesus in Mt.5:38-40 "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' "But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. "If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also.”

2.1.21.3.2. Better a Christian loose money rather than his Testimony & bring shame to Christ’s name(7).


2.1.21.4. Bob Tyler(lawyer/drummer) & I are in process of putting together a Christian Mediation w/Christian Lawyers & church leaders. Basically to form a panel of arbitrators for binding arbitration.

2.1.22. When are Lawsuits Permissible? [1] When 1 party is not Christian! (of course a believer should still allow biblical values to direct their every decision) [2] When 1 party doesn’t act like a Christian! (eg. Won’t allow the church to handle their matter). [possible, treat them like an unbeliever]

2.2. UNRIGHTEOUS VS. RIGHTEOUS! (9-11)
2.2.1. Paul states his case again, differentiating between the unrighteous & the righteous.
2.2.1.1. This list is referring to those “practicing” them.

2.2.2. Note, book ends of judgment! “will not inherit the kingdom.”(9,10)
2.2.2.1. Heb.12:14 “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord.”
2.3. Many years ago in St. Louis, a lawyer visited a Christian to transact some business. Before the two parted, his client said to him, "I've often wanted to ask you a question, but I've been afraid to do so." "What do you want to know?" asked the lawyer. The man replied, "I've wondered why you're not a Christian." The man hung his head. "I know enough about the Bible to realize that it says no drunkard can enter the kingdom of God; and you know my weakness!" "You're avoiding my question," continued the believer. "Well, truthfully, I can't recall anyone every explaining how to become a Christian." Picking up a Bible, the client read some passages showing that all are under condemnation, but that Christ came to save the lost by dying on the cross for their sins. "By receiving Him as your substitute and redeemer," he said, "you can be forgiven. If you're willing to receive Jesus, let's pray together." The lawyer agreed, and where it was his turn he exclaimed, "O Jesus, I am a slave to drink. One of Your servants has shown me how to be saved. O God, forgive my sins and help me overcome the power of this terrible habit in my life." Right there he was converted. That lawyer was C.I. Scofield, who later edited the reference Bible that bears his name

2.3.1. (11a) Pre-salvation they also were riddled w/vice, but in Jesus they were “washed/sanctified, & justified”. 
2.3.1.1. They were a new people, w/a new moral code, a new mind set, a new world view, a new family, a new inheritance, & new authority!

2.3.1.2.  “If we are not what we once were, why should we live as we once lived?”

2.3.2. So, again, how could they think of handling their disagreements as they did when they were unsaved?

3. CHRISTIAN LIBERTY, NOT LOOSE LICENSE! (12-20)
3.1. (12) It’s not a matter of what is lawful, but what is helpful!
3.1.1. Ask, will this help my walk? – Am I being pulled in by its power?
3.1.2. “all things are lawful for me” – had apparently became a slogan to cloak the immorality of some in Corinth.
3.1.2.1. They were definitely “free I Christ” to enjoy life, yet they were taking advantage of their freedom. (antinomianism) 
3.1.3. Q: Don’t Christians have liberties?
3.1.3.1. Yes we are free from rules & regulations…but not free to sin!
3.1.3.2. Christian liberty is not license!
3.1.3.3. Christian liberty doesn’t mean I’m free to do what I please…but I’ve been freed to do what pleases Christ!

3.1.4. “Liberty to sin” is the worst kind of slavery! “Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.” (Rom.6:16-18)

3.2. (13a) Garfield(comic strip) Diet ideas:
3.2.1. 1. No seconds! - get it all the first time. 2. Never start a diet cold turkey - better lasagna or roast beef. 3. Since vegetables are a must - try carrot cake, zucchini bread or pumpkin pie. 4. Try to cut back - leave the cherries off your hot fudge sundaes.

3.3. (13,14) Sex and Sandwiches! 
3.3.1. They reasoned that “food” was both pleasurable and necessary. When their stomachs signaled hunger, food was taken to satisfy them. - So too, they argued, sex was pleasurable and necessary. When their bodies signaled sexual desire, they needed to be satisfied.
3.3.2. Paul draws the distinct contrast between the stomach & the body.

3.4. (15) Can’t I use my body as I please? – Of course not!
3.4.1. [1] Your body is no longer yours…it’s Christ’s!(15) [2] You’ve been purchased(20).
3.5. (18) “Flee sexual immorality” – 
3.5.1. When it comes to the devil, resist him & he’ll flee from you.
3.5.1.1. James 4:7 “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”
3.5.2. When it comes to temptations of the flesh, you do the fleeing!
3.5.3. Sexual sins are against: [1] Christ (who purchased our bodies) [2] H.S. (who indwells our bodies) [3] Ourselves (18b).
3.5.4. Youth/singles – the best gift you can give someone is yourself…your whole self(virginity)! – Make it a chosen fast before the Lord! – Once you pick a flower you can’t put it back!
3.5.5. Ann Landers recently asked her readers the question: Has your sex life gone downhill since marriage?  One reader, a man age 52, from Newark, New Jersey put it best: "Your question -- has sex gone downhill since marriage? -- is an insult to those of us who waited until marriage to have sex. You ought to tell your readers that if they don't eat the icing off the cake before dinner they are likely to enjoy the dessert more."
3.6. (19) “you are not your own” – Spurgeon “It is a great pleasure not to be one’s own. Does any man think it would be a pleasure to be his own? Let me assure him that there is no ruler so tyrannical as self. He that is his own master has a fool & a tyrant to be his lord.”
3.6.1. Remember whatever controls you, whatever drives you to keep living each day, masters you!
3.6.2. It is not too late to change Masters!
3.6.3. “Under New Management” – sign we see all the time over businesses that have been taken over by another company, or a new owner.
3.6.4. This is an appropriate Tee-shirt we should be able to wear!


3.7. (20) How do I “glorify God in my body”?
3.7.1. By the way you dress your body, things you feed your body, places you take your body, the deeds you do in your body.
3.7.2. It is dangerous to use your bodies for sin…ask Samson!
3.7.2.1. The 1st words we have him speaking scripture, after hearing of his godly parents, Nazorite Vow, etc. is "I have seen a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife."

3.7.2.2. 2nd words “And Samson said to his father, "Get her for me, for she pleases me well." (3)
3.7.2.3. Like the prodigal he prayed “give me” instead of “make me”!
3.7.2.4. God did forgive him & gave him back his strength…but not his sight or ministry.
3.7.2.5. He died in Victory, but lived in moral & spiritual defeat.
3.7.2.6. He destroyed Gods enemies, but he didn’t live like God’s friend.
3.7.3. It is dangerous to use your bodies for sin…ask Samson!
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