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1 Corinthians 7:10-24




      1-28-01

“Marriage, Divorce, & Remarriage!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Power Pont Clip – “Choose Life”.
1.1.1. National Right to Life estimates that the toll of unborn life taken since 1973, the year the Supreme Court legalized abortion on demand in Roe v. Wade, now stands at an incredible 40,668,335 abortions. 

1.1.2. Mary Ann update – Read


1.2. Our New President!
1.2.1. President Bush on his 1st few days in office bared U.S. funds to international family-planning groups & for research on Human Embryos. And ordered a review of the government's approval of the RU-486 abortion pill.
1.2.1.1. Wall Mart has stood against it, & refuses to sell it. Let em know you appreciate their stand! (letters@wal-mart.com subject Preven)


1.3. Next week – Dr. Mark Eastman, “The Value of Man in God's Eyes.”
1.3.1. He'll discuss the Sanctity of Life in the context of God's Infinite Love for Mankind!

1.4. Today many couples sit in here at CCM with the plan of breaking up.
1.4.1. It might be for many different reasons: incompatibility, we shouldn’t have gotten married to begin with, I’ve fallen out of love, my spouse has changed, I’ve found someone that understands me,…& the list goes on. 

1.5. Others, already have been through the agony of divorce(s).
1.5.1. Yet some boast that their divorces went great! There wasn’t fighting, we agreed on everything &it all went fine…Wrong “give me 10 minutes with your kids & we’ll see!)
1.5.2. If you have been divorced – Don’t leave in the middle of my message, please hear all of it.  I will seek to answer common questions like: What if I had an unbiblical divorce & am still not married? What if I had an unbiblical divorce & am remarried? What if I am currently going through an unbiblical divorce? What if I am currently going through a biblical divorce?

1.6. We have talked about the Purity of marriage, now we’ll talk about the Permanence of marriage!
1.6.1. Read Stat’s from Barna Research group.
1.6.2. “…for better or for worse, for richer, for poorer, through sickness or health, while we wait for the promise of His coming or until death do us part!”


2. VALUE YOUR VOWS! (10-16)
2.1. DEITY’S VIEW ON DIVORCE! (10,11)
2.1.1. 1st note: “yet not I but the Lord”(10), then “I, not the Lord”(11).
2.1.1.1. In vs.10,11 Paul was simply paraphrasing Jesus’ teaching on the subject (see Mark:3-12)
2.1.1.2. In vs.12-16 Paul is teaching, by Inspiration & Apostolic authority, via the H.S., something Jesus never taught on.

2.1.2. Marriages are not seamed in heaven to be ripped out on the earth!

2.1.3. See Malachi 2:13-16
2.1.3.1. (13a) The Lord heard the crying from the divorced women.
2.1.3.2. (13b) The Lord didn’t heed the offerings from the husbands.
2.1.3.3. (14a) The Lord has been witness – He is witness to our marriage cov.
2.1.3.4. (14b) Treacherously – broke faith, unfaithful.
2.1.3.5. (16a) "For the LORD God of Israel says That He hates divorce!”
2.1.3.6. (16b) Covering your garment w/violence? = This reference is to an old custom of putting a garment over a woman to claim her as wife.
2.1.3.7. Instead of spreading their garment to protect their wives, they covered their garment w/violence toward their wives.

2.1.4. (11) Now there’s a hard doctrine!
2.1.4.1. Is this for real? Yes! 
2.1.4.2. The disciples of Jesus thought this was a “hard saying!” [Read Mt.19:7-12]

2.1.5. Before I forget to mention it, during the 6 months it takes for a divorce to be final…you are 100% married!
2.1.5.1. If you do not have the “Certificate of divorcement”(6 x’s in Scrip.), you cannot, & should not, be dating, or flirting, as you are still married! 

2.1.6. “depart” – To separate.
2.1.6.1. The modern idea of separation as “something less than divorce” was totally unknown in those days. – Wherever () appears in the N.T. in connection w/divorce, it always refers to separation by divorce. 

2.1.6.2. 3 steps to Divorce – [1] The Bill was written & served [2] The wife had been sent off [3] The 2 are now “separated” by the process.
2.1.6.3. I think this is so popular or accepted today because it’s often the attitude “well at least we’re not divorced!”
2.1.6.4. Fishing Analogy – In marriage you’ve landed the fish he’s “on the boat”. Or, if you’re biblically divorced you’re “released back to the sea”. Modern Separation is like keeping the fish hooked, & releasing the fish to the end of the line, & playing the fish in the water dancing it on its tail.
2.1.7. Every counselor knows, “the way to put people back together is not by taking them apart.”
2.1.7.1. Yes, safety 1st, in domestic violence cases, physical abuse situations, we counsel ladies 1st & foremost to keep them & their kids safe.
2.1.7.2. Sometimes a few hours, overnight at a friends(w/no intentions on leaving permanently), when 1 is violent or confused may at times be desirable.

2.2. UNEQUALLY YOKED MARRIAGES! (12-16)
2.2.1. Some Christians in this category have gone against scripture & married someone that was not a Born Again Christian.
2.2.2. Others in this category have become Christians after they were married & their spouse has not yet become a Christian.

2.2.3. Here the believer consecrates the unbelieving partner.
2.2.3.1. “It is not the taint of heathenism but the grace of Christianity which wins the victory.” (Barclay)
2.2.3.2. Christianity should be infectious to all who come in contact with it.

2.2.4. (14) Sanctified…How?
2.2.4.1. Just as Laban’s household was blessed because of Jacob “And Laban said to him, "Please stay, if I have found favor in your eyes, for I have learned by experience that the LORD has blessed me for your sake.”

2.2.4.2. And Potiphar’s because of Joseph “So it was, from the time that he had made him overseer of his house and all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had in the house and in the field.”

2.2.4.3. So w/the unbeliever, he/she is set-apart because of God’s presence in the life of the believing partner.


2.2.5. Stay together, because by your conversion, your whole family has been brought onto “praying ground!” 
2.2.5.1. As a child of God YOU are His vantage point to reach them. Who else on this earth will pray more passionately for them? 
2.2.5.2. Remain married as a “sanctifying” influence in the relationship.
2.2.5.3. As Malachi said, “He seeks godly offspring!” (2:16)

2.2.6. (15) Here is the only other “escape clause” in Scripture for a “Biblical Divorce” (Abandonment…the other sexual immorality)
2.2.6.1. Keep in mind although Scripture “allows” for divorce under certain circumstances, it  never encourages it. 
2.2.6.2. “Divorce, the defeat of love, should only be pursued when all other approaches have led to dead ends.” 

2.2.7. Let him depart – You are no longer enslaved to that relationship. 
2.2.7.1. If not under bondage, then they are “free!” (free to remarry)
2.2.7.2. He/she becomes the “unmarried” of vs.8.
2.2.8. (16) For Paul evangelization began at home!
2.2.8.1. “The unbeliever was to be looked on, not as something unclean to be avoided w/repulsion, but as another son or daughter to be won for God.”

2.2.8.2. Note: No automatic salvation for all those in the household. As the question asks in the future they “might be led to Christ”?
2.2.9. Do’s & Don’t for leading your spouse to Christ!
2.2.9.1. Don’ts: Don’t Nag; Don’t drive religion down their throat; Don’t give them a miserable time for not coming to Christ; Don’t make them pay for not converting; Don’t expect them to walk the Christian walk…they can’t!

2.2.9.2. Do’s: Do be patient; Do be tolerant; Do pray w/all your heart to live in patient love w/your unbelieving spouse; Do remember Peter’s word “Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.” (husbands, do what your commanded also)

2.3. Q: Do you treat our divorced or divorcing brothers & sisters, who are hurting, as if they committed the unpardonable sin?
2.3.1. Granted if it is “unbiblical” I’m surely going to challenge them with God’s Scripture.  Yet, I believe the church has given the straight arm to the “divorcees” of our churches.

2.3.2. Remember “Divorce is forgivable!”

2.3.3. Divorced Christians need our love, our embraces, our encouragement, and our time. - Let’s not forsake them!

3. GO WITH YOUR GIFT! (17-24)
3.1. STAY WHERE YOU’RE SET! (17-20)
3.1.1. Remember vs.7 – He’s called each 1 to either Marriage or singleness.
3.1.2. Paul lays down 1 of the 1st rules of Christianity “Be a Christian where you are.”
3.1.3. Lucky Jonker’s from our Singles Ministry(Sole Purpose) wrote me & said, “The single person should first ask: 
"Am I even correct in my assumption that I am NOT gifted to be single?" 
Once they have an 'on-fire-for-Christ lifestyle” they actually discover contentment in singleness!!! - It is so critical for them to examine their lifestyle and personal relationship with Christ before they even try to determine what God's will is for their lives.”

3.1.4. Wherever you find yourself – single, married, circumcised, uncircumcised, slave, or free – honor Christ where you are!
3.1.4.1. It’s not a matter of changing our status in life as much as seeing that status as a sphere of influence for Jesus.
3.1.4.2. When you became a Christian, that doesn’t annul what you were before you trusted Christ.
3.1.4.2.1. An American is still an American, a Jew is still a Jew, a person in prison is still in prison, & a married person is still married.
3.1.4.2.2. But now, you can w/the Lord’s help, fulfill that calling in a greater way.

3.1.5. (18-20) Paul insisted that the function of Christianity was not to give a man new life(i.e. different), but to make his old life new!
3.1.5.1. The only thing that makes a difference is what kind of life you live!

3.2. SERVE WHERE YOU’RE SET! (21-24)
3.2.1. One of our single College students asks herself, "as a single: 
3.2.1.1. 1) Am I truly serving the Lord in my life?
3.2.1.2. 2) If I am truly serving Christ, then would getting married cause me to be EVEN MORE EFFECTIVE in my ministry? 
3.2.1.3. If the answer to the second question is 'no', then it is obviously not God's will for the person to get married----at least not at that time.

3.3. Last questions:
3.3.1. What if I had an unbiblical divorce & I’m not remarried? 
3.3.1.1. Remain unmarried or be reconciled. If the partner has been remarried, I believe you are free to marry.
3.3.2. What if I had an unbiblical divorce & am remarried now?
3.3.2.1. You obviously can’t be asked to divorce your present spouse!
3.3.2.2. Ask the Lord to forgive you, & allow the blood of Jesus to cleanse you from that sin, as He would any sin you bring to him.
3.3.2.2.1. 1 Jn.1:7 “the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”
3.3.3. What if I am currently going through an unbiblical divorce?
3.3.3.1. Stop! “A wife is not to depart from her husband…And a husband is not to divorce his wife.” (Seek Christian Counseling)
3.3.4. What if I am currently going through a biblical divorce because of sexual immorality?
3.3.4.1. If you are the offended party seek to have a heart “ready to forgive” should your spouse show biblical repentance. 
3.3.4.2. Ps.86:5 “For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in mercy to all those who call upon You.”

3.3.5. Please! There are “many” different situations & special nuances I can’t tackle in 40 minutes!

3.4. Share one of our churches Wedding Vows!
3.5. Q: Do you know of some marriages that are in trouble?
3.6. Q: Have you given any thought recently to what you could do to help?
3.7. Q: Will you spend some time this week in prayer for those struggling with divorce, separation, or singleness?
3.8. End: We have weak churches today because we have weak families: we have weak families because we have weak husbands and fathers: we have weak husbands and fathers because they have not been taught basic scriptural principles. -- Bill Gothard
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