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“Sensational Singleness!”

1. Intro:
1.1. If I drew a cartoon for this portion of scripture I would draw…
1.1.1. 2 cows on the opposite side of a barbed wire fence, about 10 yards apart, both stretching their necks through to the other side to feed, then at the same time both catch a glance at the other,…doing the exact same thing.

1.2. The question?…Is the grass greener on the other side?
1.2.1. We could all quickly respond with the right answer. But also, we have all been guilty of doing what we know to be wrong.
1.2.2. Scripture has made it clear…” Now godliness with contentment is great gain”(1 Tim.6:6); - “for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”(Phil.4:11-13)

1.2.3. “A contented man is the one who enjoys the scenery along the detours.”
1.2.4. (Arabian Proverb) “Better a handful of dry dates and content therewith, than to own the Gate of Peacocks and be kicked in the eye by a broody camel.”
1.3. Paul will give advice for those on both sides of the fence,…but especially to singles!
2. VIRGINS! (25,36-38)
2.1. The virgins referred to here seem to point to “daughters” of Christian parents.
2.1.1. See vs.38 “he who gives her in marriage”(or doesn’t) seems to infer these are “daughters” of Christian parents.
2.2. (38) Does well…does better.
2.3. So again Paul is stressing the blessings of singleness!
3. SINGLES! (26-31)
3.1. “Staying unmarried is desirable but not demanded!”

3.2. 4 Advantages to Singleness! 
3.2.1. Less: Distress, Duress, Deterrents, & Distractions.
3.3. [1] DISTRESS! (26)
3.3.1. Less distress from a hostile world.
3.3.2. It seems here that Paul was referring to persecution. 
3.3.2.1. Persecution was sporadic in his day, but in about 10 years sure enough persecution slammed hard as Nero rises to Emperor, followed by 9 more, some even more repulsive then himself.
3.3.3. Suffering alone is difficult enough, but watching a mate or child suffer…can be unbearable!
3.3.4. If you’re single, the threat of persecution & hardship should discourage you from seeking a husband or wife.
3.3.4.1. Does this make more sense if we look to the future to the tribulation period? "But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! For there will be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people.”(Lk.21:23)
3.3.4.2. Like Chloe & Buck in the “Left Behind Series”.
3.4. [2] DURESS! (27,28)
3.4.1. Less duress personally. {duress = 2b Forcible confinement}
3.4.2. Vs. 27 really puts this section in a nut shell.
3.4.2.1. He means…Stay where you are & graze contently!
3.4.2.2. Here is our plan to adopt! “Do not seek!” (note twice)
3.4.2.3. We are to “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. "Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”(Mat.6:33,34)
3.4.3. Because Paul is putting such stress on staying single he stops to remind the Corinthian church marriage is “not sinful!”(28)
3.4.4. Paul seeks to spare the singles of the “trouble in the flesh”.
3.4.4.1. Looking at the number of divorces today, it is a neon-sign that marriage doesn’t always provide a pleasing pasture of green grass for everyone!
3.4.4.2. “Marriage yields many rewards, but the process is costly! – It increases our responsibilities; it calls for readjustments to our finances, leisure time, & personal goals.”

3.4.5. How many times have we heard stories of the guy sold out to go to the mission field, meets girl, w/o the same vision, stays home, misses opportunity!
3.4.6. Or, Girl serving the Lord, meets boy, gets married, he becomes so jealous of her time, soon her loyalty to the Lord is crowded out.
3.4.7. Marriage is a challenge! – Paul doesn’t deny the blessings of marriage, but hew does remind us of the burdens that marriage brings.
3.4.7.1. We could all make a list of the blessings & burdens of singleness & being married.
3.4.7.2. “Building a Christian home is a great ministry, but nobody should enter into it lightly or carelessly.”

3.4.8. Remember that “Success in marriage involves much more than finding the right mate. It also requires being the right mate”
3.5. [3] DETERRENTS! (29-31)
3.5.1. Less deterrents from spiritual matters.
3.5.2. (29) “The time is short” – The time has been shortened.
3.5.2.1. Prob referring to the amount of time left before the Rapture?
3.5.2.2. Often time’s singles have more time than those with a spouse or children.
3.5.2.2.1. I know that isn’t always the case! – I also know some singles have children & most all the commitments of a married person. 
3.5.2.3. The times are troubled; the Lord is coming soon; the opportunity for service is brief.
3.5.3. (31) “The form of this world is passing away” –
3.5.3.1. The earth is deteriorating while it awaits its destruction & re-creation by God.

3.5.3.2. “For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.” - “the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption” – “For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.”(Rom.8:19-22)

3.5.3.3. 1st the Deterioration, then the regeneration, & then the New Earth.
3.5.4. Shuffle those 2 together & that will urge you to “invest in eternal things”…Time is brief, & the world corrupt.
3.5.5. “be as though they had none” – Paul isn’t implying that we should be callous or unkind(that would be contrary to all NT teachings).
3.5.5.1. It does mean we shouldn’t be totally wrapped up in families, pleasures, nor possessions, which are deterrents from spiritual priorities.
3.5.6. Singles, is there a missionary trip, some church involvement, a class to take in bible college, that you couldn’t do if you were married?
3.5.6.1. If so, take advantage of that time God’s given to you to serve Him undividedly. 
3.6. [4] DISTRACTIONS! (32-35)
3.6.1. Less distractions from their relationship w/God.
3.6.2. Married couples are rightly concerned w/building their marriages & satisfying their mate. 
3.6.2.1. Husbands – “nourishes and cherishes her”.
3.6.2.2. Wives – “to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands,”
3.6.3. The unmarried on the other hand are able to give their undivided attention to the Lord! 
3.6.4. “serve the lord w/o distraction” – have undistracted devotion to God
3.6.4.1. Q: Singles are you interested in being completely devoted to the Lord?
3.6.4.2. Some are so afraid that if they give up “the hunt” for their man/woman then they’ll be forever single. 

3.6.4.3. Some are afraid that if they sell out 100% to the Lord…He might send them to Papa New Guinea or Irian Jaya? Where their cries for a mate may never be heard! 

3.6.4.3.1. Paul isn’t trying to put a leash on you(a noose or slip knot used for lassoing animals. RWP)

3.6.4.4. What we all need to be reminded of is that He wants undistracted devotion from all of us! 
3.6.4.4.1. “Love Him w/all your heart, soul, mind, & strength!”
3.6.5. Regarding (34b) there is no necessity for marriage to put Jesus in 2nd place!

3.6.5.1. Only if marriage is God’s 2nd best for you, is it going to lead to distracting care.

3.6.6. May I make a sub-point at this juncture regarding youths that are not the marrying age that date?
3.6.6.1. Dear Parents of young teens…what are you doing? – Please think through your guide lines for your kids relationships. – Please don’t use “what you did when you were in Jr. High or H.S. as your guidelines.

3.6.6.2. Solomon wrote “I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, By the gazelles or by the does of the field, Do not stir up nor awaken love Until it pleases.” Meaning “wait for love until the time is right.”

3.6.6.2.1. Don’t arouse yourself or someone else until it is time for that passion to be satisfied. 
3.6.6.2.2. Why? Because feelings of love can create intimacy that over powers reason!

4. REMARRIAGE OR REMAIN! (39-40)
4.1. (39) “Only in the Lord” - Spurgeon said, “Never warm your hands at the fire of unhallowed marriage.”

4.2. Give me the bottom line…“Find the Green Grass…under your feet!”

4.2.1. “Contentment is not the fulfillment of what you want, but the realization of how much you already have.”

4.2.2. Contentment is understanding that if I am not satisfied with what I have, I will never be satisfied with what I want. - Bill Gothard

4.3. End: (Spurg) “I have heard of some good old woman in a cottage, who had nothing but a piece of bread & a little water. Lifting up her hands she said as a blessing, ‘What! All this, & Christ too?’”
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