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“Love, Liberties, & Lunch!”

1. Intro:
1.1. In commemorating Presidents Day,…I’ll let our third President; the draftsman of the Declaration of Independence; a political philosopher, educator, and architect; start us off regarding our text this morning & I quote: “God who gave us life gave us liberty. Can the liberty of a nation be secure when we have removed a conviction that these liberties are the gift of God? Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just, that His justice cannot sleep forever.” Thomas Jefferson
1.1.1. This morning we are going to look at  “the Limits of Liberty!”

1.2. Paul will appeal to the strong Corinthian believers: Knowledge(1-3), Logic(4-6), Responsibilities(7-12), & Love(13) to answer this dilemma.
2. LOVE, LIBERTIES, & LUNCH! (1-13)
2.1. KNOWLEDGE! (1-3)
2.2. (1) “Things offered to idols” – In Corinth, meat was purchased for the most part in the marketplace. 
2.2.1. The problem for some of the believers was that they knew, most likely, it had been offered in one of the pagan temples, in which 3 things would have taken place:

2.2.2. 1] Part of the meat was burned to a deity.
2.2.2.1. “Sometimes a mere token part, as small as some of the hair cut from the forehead.”

2.2.3. 2] Part was served at a banquet w/the deity as honored guest.
2.2.4. 3] The last part was sold at the marketplace.

2.2.5. So, Christians didn’t know what to do with this…Was this compromise to eat this? Did it even matter?
2.3. We may not deal with whether the butcher at Stater-Bro’s has said some strange prayer over our T-Bone’s or not, but we all still deal with Christian liberties. 
2.3.1. When can we lean on our Liberties; & when to leave off our Liberties?
2.4. “Puffs up” – Bellows, blow up, inflate.
2.5. “edifies” – builds up. {lit. - Build a house}
2.5.1. Knowledge puffs up(2) & Love builds up!(3)
2.5.2. If knowledge puffs you up, it usually tears others down! - But if your love swells up, it usually builds others up!
2.5.3. Intellectualism often inflates a person with pride…like this balloon.
2.5.3.1. If you’ve ever been to a debate “an intellectual can be deflated w/a single remark”! (pop)
2.5.3.2. Love on the other hand constructs a solid building, brick by brick!

2.6. Vs.1 has a built in outline for the chapter: Knowledge Puffs up(1-6) & Love builds up (7-13)

2.7. (2) Man’s knowledge of God is always incomplete.
2.7.1. In Prov.30:2-4 Agur said, “Surely I am more stupid than any man, And do not have the understanding of a man. I neither learned wisdom Nor have knowledge of the Holy One. Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name, and what is His Son's name, If you know?”

2.7.2. Socrates, in his day, made the statement that he was the wisest of the Athenians. That shocked everybody because he was a very humble man. So they asked him what he meant. And he said something like this, "Well, there are a great many of the Athenians who think they know, and I know I do not know, I am the wisest of the Athenians."

2.7.3. “Knowledge is proud that he has learned so much; Wisdom is humble that he knows no more.” William Cowper
2.7.4. Knowledge makes us look good & feel important!
2.7.4.1. Danger #1 - It can lead to pride & to being a know-it-all!
2.7.4.2. Danger #2 - You can become unable to listen & learn from others.
2.7.4.3. Danger #3 – It becomes the sin of arrogance!

2.8. (3) Be less concerned w/what you know than about who knows you!
2.8.1. Thus, it is not how much you know, but by who knows you! (
2.8.2. In a palace, everyone knows the king, but not everyone is known by the king.
2.8.2.1. You can say, “I know the President of the United States”, but can it be said, “the President knows you?”
2.9. LOGIC! (4-6)
2.10. After teaching the danger of knowledge, now Paul uses knowledge rightly…w/some sanctified Logic.
2.11. True, we are Monotheists, there is but one true God. 
2.11.1. See - Is.46:6,7,9 (also, see Ps.115)
2.11.2. But let this knowledge of One God be a tool not a weapon!
2.11.3. Don’t use your knowledge for a wrecking crane!
2.12. Since idols weren’t real, & the sacrifice to an idol was meaningless, it really didn’t matter what was said over them, or done to them,…it was just a religious “hocus-pocus”! 
2.12.1. Therefore, we can always just jump in & partake…right???
2.13. RESPONSIBILITIES! (7-12)
2.14. Our liberties are controlled by conscience. 
2.14.1. Conscience is the judge within that commends us for doing right & condemns us for doing wrong. (Rom.2:14,15)
2.14.2. As we grow in spiritual understanding, a weak conscience becomes stronger, & we appreciate our freedom in Christ more & more. 

2.14.3. The weak believer must not run ahead of his conscience, & 
the strong believer must never force him to do so!
2.14.3.1. Christian Freedom is tied to Christian responsibility!
2.15. (8) “It is a clean heart, & not clean food, that will matter; & the weak brother confounds the two!”

2.16. (9) Liberty – lit. authority, their exercise of their right. 
2.17. (10) “eating in an idols temple” – See 10:18-22.
2.17.1. Q: What places are off limits to you, but may not be to other Christians?
2.17.2. Q: What places are off limits to other believers, but may not be to you?
2.17.3. If you’ve been saved out of a certain background, that greatly affects your Christian Liberties!

2.17.3.1. For some TV played a big part pre-salvation, so out w/the TV.
2.17.3.2. For some Christians, staying at Lauglinh or Las Vegas is no big deal. They don’t drink or gamble, they go to take advantage of the cheap hotels,  cheap food, & cheap vacation - But other Christians say, “how can you support these establishments that have destroyed so many people, familes, & lives?”

2.17.3.3. For some it is going to the theater, or dancing, social drinking, playing cards(since they came form the tarot cards), & the list goes on.

2.17.3.4. Have you noticed some “Song Remakes” are ok to you, & others aren’t? (Why? Time period they came out of…what you were doing at the time?)

2.17.3.5. If you were saved out of Idols worship you’d have a problem with this too!
2.17.4. “embolden” – (lit. be built up) is ironic. 
2.17.4.1. Fine edification this is…it builds up sin!
2.18. (11) Your pride can cause harm to others.
2.18.1. Remember, knowledge will never solve the problem!
2.18.2. If Christ loved the brother enough to die for him, then the strong believer ought to love him enough to give up his right to eat certain meat. 

2.18.3. “Perish” – come to ruin, because of being stumbled.
2.19. (12) The conscience is not infallible, yet it is a serious mater to violate it or tempt others to violate theirs! 

2.19.1. Q: Husbands do you tempt your wife to wear clothes in public they are not comfortable wearing? - Or watch movies they are not comfortable watching?

2.19.2. “wound” – to strike w/the fist, staff, or whip. (RWP)
2.19.3. “you thus sin”, “you sin” – The worse consequence…the strong believer sins against Christ, in sinning against his brother. 

2.20. LOVE! (13)
2.21. “I will never again eat meat” – This sets forth the basic principle of Love!  {Seeking the good of others before one’s own!}

2.21.1. 1 Cor.10:24 “Let no one seek his own, but each one the other's well-being.”
2.21.2. Love not light(knowledge) solves the problem!
2.22. Liberties are controlled by Conscience – Conscience is strengthened by Knowledge – & Knowledge is balanced by Love!

2.22.1. Your spiritual knowledge can be either a weapon to hurt people, or a tool to build people!
2.22.2. The decision to follow the path of Love rests w/Paul, not w/the weak!
2.23. Jesus said, "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
2.23.1. Not if we become serious students of the word? Not if we go to every seminar we can afford? Not if we pour all of our money into missions?
2.23.2. What a penetrating statement!
2.24. Let’s remember our attitude with which we restrain our liberty!
2.24.1. Don’t view weaker believers as nuisances, standing in the way of your liberty!
2.25. Lastly, Listen to a lesson on Liberty:
“Limit your liberties lest your loose license look lousy, in the light of love, life, & liberty. 
Lose looking like a legalist, which is a little leg to lean on. Let love be your litmus & live it loudly, in the light of the Lamb!”
� William Barclay; pg. 71


� Wycliffe Commentary on the NT





