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1 Corinthians 10:14-11:16


      1-10-01

“Title!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Last Week: 
1.1.1. Paul explained that the ancient Israelites had God’s miraculous Presence, Protection, & Provision. Yet, an entire generation died en route to the promise land…because of disobedience. 

1.1.2. The Corinthian believers also needed to take heed to taking advantage of their liberties, lest they also fall short of God’s best for them.

2. FELLOWSHIP VS. FRIENDSHIP! (10:14-22)
2.1. It all starts at the cross! - Always start at Calvary(16).
2.1.1. Our Communion is at Calvary, but our Contact must be w/the world.
2.1.2. “Our fellowship is w/the Lord Jesus, but our friendship is for those who do not know the Savior.”

2.1.3. If a Christian moves in ungodly circles, has social contact with them, even an occasional meal, often times he may be accused of “fellowshipping” w/unbelievers. But it is nothing of the sort.
2.1.3.1. Your fellowship can stay at Calvary, & your heart stay tune w/God, while you seek to win souls for Him! 
2.1.4. We need to learn to live in separation to God.
2.1.4.1. This is something only you & I can discern personally, when we are right before God regarding this.
2.1.4.2. If while moving in ungodly circles, I find my heart going out to the things they enjoy, I must quickly put a stop to it!

2.1.4.3. You can’t belong to Christ & live in the enemy’s camp!
2.1.4.3.1. David tried it for a while at Achish, before the king of Gath, when Saul was chasing him. Of course, remember what he had to do to pull this off. “So he changed his behavior before them, feigned madness in their hands, scratched on the doors of the gate, and let his saliva fall down on his beard.”
2.1.4.4. Remember God called us to “separation” but not “isolation”!
2.1.5. (21,22) Q: Any places you shouldn’t be frequenting?
2.1.6. Q: Any tables you shouldn’t be sitting at?
2.1.6.1. Here we have “Satan’s communion service!” (as he has a counterfeit church & gospel, so he has a counterfeit communion service!)
2.1.7. Q: How are you doing with both of these categories? – Who are you Fraternizing with?
2.1.7.1. Q: Do you still have friends in the world, or have you so distanced yourself, it’s almost impossible to have an impact on anyone?
2.1.7.2. Q: Do you have fellowship w/Christians, or are all your friends still your old friends of the world? 
2.1.7.3. Q: Which of these 2 could you work on this week?
2.1.8. When Charles the 1st, King of “England, Scotland, & Ireland” in the 1600’s found himself on the run, eight men hid him & cared for him for weeks. – Though a large reward was out for him, & these 8 men were w/o a shilling amongst them, none betrayed him. – One of these men, Hugh Chisholm, since that time would only shake peoples hands, left handed. - He would explain to them why, “When it came time to depart he shook our hands” & so Hugh swore to never again give to any man the hand he had given to his King!
2.1.8.1. “The man who has handled the sacred things of Christ cannot soil his hands w/mean & unworthy things!”

3. TO GOD BE THE GLORY! (10:23-11:1)
3.1. Now Paul draws back his arrow in his bow & strikes his mark!
3.2. (23,24) 1] Live Sacrificially for others!
3.2.1. God did not only save you that you might serve Him, but that you might live before this fallen world as an example, & a witness of a changed life.
3.2.2. If your 1st concern is the spiritual wealth of the person before you, then you need not worry about stumbling anyone.
3.2.2.1. Like the shaft of an arrow must follow the pointed head!
3.2.3. “Remember you are on the King’s business, & He grants no vacations from holy living!”
3.2.3.1. Yet it is not only about Holy living, for God could just bring us home for that, but he also seeks to save those that are lost…through & I!
3.3. (25-27) 2] Don’t be so fussy you can’t live in the real world & make real decisions!
3.4. (28-31) 3] Don’t practice License, in the name of Christian Liberty!
3.5. (31) His Glory should be our Single Aspiration!
3.5.1. I see the above 3, the 3 flight-stabilizing vanes of the arrow, now striking their mark in vs.31!
3.5.2. We are not to make a mark, a name, or a reputation, for ourselves …but for Him!
3.6. (32,33) There are only 3 groups of people in this world: the Jews, the Gentiles, & the Church. 
3.6.1. God expects the church to win Jews & Gentiles to the Lord.
4. HAIR, HEADS, HATS, & HEADSHIP! (11:2-16)
4.1. Chapters 11-14 now deal w/the “orderliness of Christian worship”!
4.1.1. 11:2-16 - The disorder of women’s taking the lead over the men.
4.1.2. 11:17-34 - The disorder of the Lord’s Supper.
4.1.3. 12-14 - The disorder of public worship.

4.2. Not difficult issues here, but they are delicate ones.
4.3. A topical issue that reflects a timeless principle!
4.3.1. Paul solves the problems by principles, which are eternal.
4.3.2. We are looking at Headship…not Dictatorship!
4.4. Women & men are equal in Christ, Gal.3:28 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” But God has designated their roles to be complementary.
4.5. (3) Many love the middle of this verse; others hate it; but we can’t understand it unless we see it as a jewel in an exquisite setting of the other 2 relationships. (Kelly’s 3-fold ring Amethyst/birthstone)

4.5.1. Let’s look at the other 2 relationships: (note: equality & submission)

4.5.2. 1] “The head of Christ is God” – 
4.5.2.1. Jn.10:30 "I and My Father are one." - Christ is equal to God in character & deity. They were one in cooperation, in service, & in ministry. 
4.5.2.2. Jn.14:28 “My Father is greater than I.” – Here is the submission which He voluntarily took upon Himself when he humbled Himself & stooped to the death of the cross for us. 
4.5.2.3. So Christ claimed equality with God but offered submission to God!

4.5.3. 2] “The head of every man is Christ” – 
4.5.3.1. There was to be an equality of life & a communion of nature, for God made man in His own image. 
4.5.3.2. There was to be complete cooperation, & at the same time a voluntary submission that the purpose of God might be fulfilled & that the Glory of God might be revealed. 

4.5.4. So, the middle phrase “the head of woman is man” is to be exactly the same!
4.5.4.1. She is equal to man – Gal.3:28 “there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
4.5.4.2. She is to be submissive to husband – Gen.3:16 “Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you.”
4.5.4.3. “When God made the woman He took her from the man, but not from his head in case that she would dominate him, nor from the feet in case he should trample upon her. God took her from the side, close to his a heart, that she might be his companion, his comfort, his love.”

4.5.5. So, as Christ voluntarily submitted Himself to the Father, so the husband is to submit himself to Christ. 
4.5.5.1. As the woman is to be man’s companion, so she is to submit to an authority, which is exercised in love as expressed at the cross.
4.5.5.2. Any man that cannot exercise authority like that(the cross) had better not get married!
4.5.5.3. The woman who cannot submit to authority like that had better remain single.

4.6. (4) “Dishonors his head” - not the 12” above the neck, but Christ!
4.6.1. Praying = a man speaking to God on behalf of others. 
4.6.2. Prophesying = a man speaking to others on behalf of God.
4.7. (5) “Dishonors her head” - not the 12” above her neck, but her man!
4.7.1. Women in Corinth who went through the streets unveiled, or with short hair, were the prostitutes.
4.7.1.1. In some Eastern countries, even today, women do not appear in public unveiled. 
4.7.2. Women were showing up at church w/their heads uncovered.
4.7.3. “For a Jewish woman to appear outside the house w/an uncovered head was shameful & her husband could divorce her.” (LKGNT/Midrash)
4.7.3.1. This was a sign of disrespect to their husbands & would have been interpreted as an invitation to sin.  
4.7.3.2. She was in danger of being misjudged! (i.e. harlot)
4.7.3.3. This would be like your wife taking off her wedding ring today! She makes herself vulnerable! 
4.8. (7) Even though Jewish men wear a Yarmulke(yammica), Kippah, prayer cap, in their synagogue, Paul forbids it in the local church.
4.8.1. Of course wearing or not wearing of a piece of cloth never changes the heart.

4.9. (10) “because of the angels” – Remember the angels “cover” their faces that stand before God(Is.6:2) & they want to look down & see a Christian woman worshipping God also in reverence!

4.10. Recap: Several reasons women must keep their proper place in the church:
4.10.1. 1] It shows honor to their husband. 2] It honors Christ 3] It agrees w/the plan of creation itself 4] The angels watch our worship & know what we do. 5] Nature itself givens the woman long hair & the man short hair(generally). 6] This is the practice of all the churches.

4.11. A woman or man not submitting to their headship is out of place & is always a hindrance to the work of God! 

4.12. Some practical tips: 
4.12.1. Your fashion & style are personal! – Nowhere in the scripture do you find “how long” or how short” to wear, or cut the hair. 
4.12.1.1. No matter what style you adopt, He’s looking at your heart, not your appearance that matters.

4.12.2. Your fashion & style should support your sexual identity – Deut.22:5 “"A woman shall not wear anything that pertains to a man, nor shall a man put on a woman's garment, for all who do so are an abomination to the LORD your God.”

4.12.3. Your fashion & style should glorify God – Your style should be consistent w/the image God wants for you. 
4.12.3.1. Clean, modest? Q: Is there anything you should change in your style or fashions? 
4.12.3.2. If you display God’s glory…you can be assured you’ll never be “out of style”!
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