5

1 Corinthians
11:17-34




3-18-01

“Careless & Careful Communion!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Family reunions! – A couple of weeks ago I had one of my cousins come to church & we went to lunch afterwards & reminisced about the past. - One thing we both missed was our annual family reunions on my dads side of the family(13 bro’s & sis’s in Fallbrook). – 
1.1.1. It was a time to catch up on each other’s lives & come together for good food!
1.1.2. So w/our church family. - It is necessary to come together, for we also are a “real family”…who also likes to eat!

1.2. Problem this week? - The Corinthian church was taking the Lords Supper in a disorderly & disrespectful manner.
1.2.1. They saw the occasion as an opportunity for gluttony & drunkenness, rather than a reverent remembrance of the lord, & enjoying His goodness!
1.2.2. Which invited God’s discipline!
1.3. Outline: Careless Communion!(17-22); Careful Communion!(23-34).
2. CARELESS COMMUNION! (17-22)
2.1. (17) “I do not praise you” – Paul did in vs.2 but can’t here!
2.2. “Come together” – 5 times. (17,18,20,33,34)
2.2.1. Oh, so I guess you are to “come together” as a local church body!
2.3. Explain: “Love Feasts” or “Agape Feasts”.
2.3.1. Actually, they would have a meal 1st then communion.
2.3.1.1. This is what Jesus did when He turned a regular meal into a communion time, with the Emmaus road disciples. “Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.”
2.3.2. We’d call it a potluck, for all, rich or poor brought food (see vs.21)
2.3.3. Q: At home do you ever combine communion w/your supper?
2.3.3.1. Let’s bring back the “Love Feasts!”
2.3.4. Q: Home studies, when was the last time you had communion for your guests?
2.4. Paul was calling for them to honor one another in the church.
2.4.1. Communion is a personal time yet shouldn’t become so individual that it becomes selfish.
2.5. Instead of coming together they were coming apart!
2.5.1. “divisions”(18) & “factions(19)”
2.5.2. The Lords supper speaks of the “unity” that a family has sitting at their table. – It is “comm-union”! 
2.6. “Supper” – This was the main meal of the day. 
2.6.1. People sat down & w/no sense of hurry & not only to satisfy hunger, but lingered long together! (leisurely dining) 
3. CAREFUL COMMUNION!  (23-34)
3.1. A PRIVILEGE! (23) “It’s the lords Table!”
3.1.1. See 10:21 “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord's table and of the table of demons.”
3.1.1.1. It is not the table of an assembly, a church, or a denomination.
3.1.2. Christ is the host & we are invited to His table.
3.1.3. Like Mephibosheth, who was lame in his feet & deserving of death, so we are spiritually lame & deserving of death. - Yet King David invited him to “eat bread at my table always.” & David said, "he shall eat at my table like one of the king's sons." (2 Sam.9)
3.2. A MEMBER! (24) “for you”
3.2.1. “Come together as a church”
3.2.2. It is specifically the family only!
3.3. A COMMAND! (24,25) “do this”
3.3.1. “In my blood” – Blood indicated a life given up in death which was the penalty for breaking the covenant.
3.4. A MEMORIAL! (24,25) “remembrance”
3.4.1. It is not the real body & blood, for Jesus was in a human body when He took the bread & gave it as a symbol of His body. 
3.4.2. The Lords table is not a magical table, or a superstitious table but a testimonial table!
3.4.3. “Broken” – Broken is in the Majority text & the Textus Receptus(Received Text); but not in the Westcott & Hort & the Nestle-Aland.
3.4.3.1. “given” is used in the other accounts (in the gospels) instead of broken.
3.4.3.2. If it is supposed to be in here, it does not mean that his bones were broken, for John 19:36 says, “Not one of His bones shall be broken.”
3.4.3.3. However we do know that his flesh was torn…or broken open. 
3.4.4. “Remembrance” = memorial. “To call back again into memory a vivid experience”(TDNT).
3.4.5. It is a Necessary Memorial! – so we wouldn’t forget Him!
3.4.5.1. Forget Him?…HOW? – Well, they went from the upper room, to the garden, where they forgot him & fled from Him…just a little while after He said this.

3.4.5.2. Kind of like we forget Him each & every time we sin!
3.4.5.3. Yet, He’ll never forget you child of God! – He has your picture in His wallet! – He has your picture on his refrigerator! – He has your portrait on his mantle! 

3.4.6. “Do this(this do)” – Not: Quote this; not think this; not feel this; but do this!
3.4.6.1. Look, touch, & taste His death so we’ll really remember!
3.4.6.2. Here Jesus pulls in more of our senses so we’d retain it better!
3.4.7. “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus blood & righteousness; 
I would not trust the sweetest frame, but only lean on Jesus name!”
3.5. A PROCLAMATION! (26a) “you proclaim the Lord’s death”
3.5.1. Proclamation – To preach! - Making a solemn announcement by word of mouth.
3.5.2. ”Death & comes” We look back to the Cross & forward to the Coming!

3.6. A PROMISE! (26b) “till He comes”
3.6.1. “till” – it is a temporary table!

3.7. A WARNING! (27) “will be guilty”
3.7.1. “unworthy” – Paul never tells us we must be “worthy” to eat at the Lord’s table (cuz no one would be able to partake).
3.7.1.1. Though we are “unworthy”, we can, partake in a worthy manner…How?
3.7.1.2. [1] Have a Mind that understands the supper! [2] Have a Heart free form sin [3] Have a Heart filled w/love for Christ & his people [4] Have a Will in obedience to His word!
3.8. A SELF-EXAMINATION! (28) “examine himself”
3.8.1. Examine yourself & not one another!
3.8.1.1. Have you ever been guilty of saying, “How can they be taking communion?”
3.8.2. “Leave no stone unturned!” 
3.8.2.1. “Though we do not come to the table Perfectly, we do need to come Honestly!”
3.8.3. There are 3 Looks at the Lords Supper: [1] Look w/in & confess your sin [2] Look Back & remember Calvary [3] Look ahead & eagerly anticipate His return!
3.8.4. The devil would love to keep you from this table!
3.8.5. “And so let him eat” – He doesn’t erect a barrier around the Lord’s table to keep us from it, but a warning that would drive us to the Lord in confession, in repentance, & a melted heart.
3.8.5.1. Examine yourself & not stay away, but come eat & drink when you do!
3.9. A CHASTISEMENT! (29-32) “chastened by the Lord”
3.9.1. Note: “many” in vs.30. – Here is a sickness because of sin…even death for some! – This was the Divine chastening for not doing self-judgment.(31)
3.9.2. The principle is pretty clearer, “if we don’t judge ourselves, God will have to judge for us.”



3.10. A REMINDER! (33,34) “wait for one another…eat at home”
3.10.1. Story – 1st communion I did in Haiti. I broke a loaf of bread in half & passed the 2. The 1st guy that it was passed to got it he took the whole thing!
3.10.2. Paul speaks to Christian love that puts others ahead of ourselves.
3.10.2.1. We error greatly in this principle when it comes to Worship. We come asking, “what will I get out of the service today?” When we should be asking, “What can I say or do, or contribute that will bless others.”

3.10.2.2. How about contributing to worship in song? 
3.10.2.3. Q: Are you a spectator or a participator? – I’ve never understood why some people don’t sing out? – I believe we are supposed to be like a symphony each doing his/her part. - Imagine the flutist deciding not to play because she wanted to watch others play? Then the trombone, etc.

3.10.2.4. Some say, “I can’t sing on key”! – Humm along; mouth the words; sing any ways.

3.11. Communion!
