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1 Corinthians 12:12-31



        4-8-01

“Parts is Parts!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Man has always been amazed by the way the different body parts cooperate. 
1.1.1. Even Plato drew a famous picture in which he said that the head was a citadel;…the neck, the Isthmus(is-mis) between the head & the body;…the heart, the fountain of the body;…the pores, the lanes of the body;…the veins, the canals of the body.

1.1.2. So Paul draws this picture of the church as a body!
1.1.2.1. Analogies allow a teacher to convey abstract concepts through concrete examples.
1.1.3. A body consists of many parts but there is in it an essential unity!
1.2. To fly a Kite you need what? (a string, a kite, wind, & someone to fly it)
1.2.1. If the wind clams, if the paper tears, if the sticks breaks, if the tail gets caught in a tree, or the flyer lets go of the string, then the kite will come down!
1.2.1.1. Each has a part to play. Q: Can you tell me which part is more important?
1.3. Let’s keep in mind that the main theme through this chapter is Unity in Gifting! (Read vs.4-6)
2. UNITY! (12-20)
2.1. (12) Plato had pointed out that we do not say, “My finger has a pain,” we say, “I have a pain.” - There is an I, a personality, which gives unity to the many & varying parts of the body.

2.1.1. What the “I” is to the body, Christ is to the church.
2.2. We need each other!
2.2.1. There should be no such thing as isolation in the church!
2.2.1.1. How sad when one sees his/her ministry as the most important.
2.2.1.2. Often times they neglect or even criticize others who have chosen to do other work.
2.2.1.3. Yet, an eye may see a hurt child, but it could never reach out to comfort the child like a hand could.
2.3. (13,14) Baptized into one body – The word baptized carries a double connotation of being “dipped into” & “being overwhelmed by”.

2.3.1. Secular Greek sources spoke of a submerged ship being baptized. That ship was not merely “initiated into water”; it was “thoroughly overwhelmed by water”.
2.3.2. The water was in the ship, as well as the ship being underneath the water. 
2.3.3. Paul is saying that Christians are in the Holy Spirit, & that the H.S. is in the Christians.
2.4. (15-17) But often times we struggle with exactly the opposite thinking…“My ministry isn’t that important,” “I’m only a (name your ministry)”.
2.4.1. Q: Are you Isolated or Insulated in the body of Christ?
2.4.2. Q: What part of the body are you functioning as…today?(not the past}
2.4.3. Paul says, be an active part in your local congregation.
2.4.4. A church body is healthy & efficient only when each part is functioning perfectly.
2.5. (18) Rest in this brothers & sisters!
3. SYMPATHY! (21-26)
3.1. God seeks for us to be, not independent, but “Interdependent”(or, Mutually dependent).
3.1.1. Quick test: 
1] In this last month, did you share w/someone an area of need in your life?
2] In this last month, did you express gratitude to another member of the body for what that person means to you?
3] Would the sign “No Help Wanted” fit around your neck?
4] If someone asked you, “How can I help you this week?” Would you be embarrassed or offended?


3.1.2. Remember, when a part of your body declares independence from the other parts,…it starts to die!

3.2. (21,22) Weaker members are necessary! - If I handed you my watch & asked you, “What do you see?” You’d say, “A gold case, a white face, and two hands.” - But if I opening the back, & repeated the question you’d say I see many tiny wheels. This watch would be useless, without every part…even the ones you can hardly see. 
3.2.1. Maybe a reminder to our little children when they get the “small part in the play”.
3.2.2. Maybe if you’re a “bulletin stuffer” behind the scenes. What if one person sees a flyer about an event that they didn’t know about, they invite a friend to it, the friend comes & gets saved…was that flyer stuffed into the bulletin important?

3.2.3. Often those that are weakest & less honorable are really the most necessary. (an eyelid; a tear duct, the tiny anvil bone in your inner ear)
3.2.3.1. Some parts of our body we are glad that they are less honorable, & thus hidden. - Like the Uvula(yoo-vu-la) You don’t walk up to some one & say “hey, nice Uvula”! – No we’re glad it is behind a set of teeth & a set of lips!
3.2.4. Some who posses spectacular gifts may look down on others & think of them as unimportant.
3.2.4.1. You can’t do that as Aesop(E-sep) explains, way back in the 6th cent. bc, in one of his fables)

3.2.4.2. One day it occurred to the members of the body that they were doing all the work and that the belly was having all the food. So they held a meeting and after a long discussion decided to strike work until the belly consented to take its proper share of the work. So for a day or two the hands refused to take the food, the mouth refused to receive it and the teeth had no work to do. But after a day or two members began to find that they themselves were not in very active condition. The hands could hardly move, the mouth was all parched and dry, while the legs were unable to support the rest. Thus they found that even the belly in its dull quiet way was doing necessary work for the body and that all must work together or the body would go to pieces. 

3.3. (23) Unpresentable parts – private parts.
3.3.1. Does everyone see how you have unpresentable parts? And that these parts should have greater modestly? 
3.3.1.1. He doesn’t say display them; Nor place them on exhibition; But to cover them modestly!
3.3.1.2. Think of this common sense & practical verse with every fragment of clothes you purchase…ladies & young ladies!

3.4. (26) “all the members suffer w/it” – Ever have a tooth ache? What hurt…everything hurts!
4. DIVERSITY! (27-31)
4.1. (27) “you are the body” – Christ is no longer in this world in the body.
4.1.1. Therefore, when He wants something done, he looks for a man, a woman, or a child, to fulfill His work.
4.1.2. We are His hands to do His work, feet to run upon His errands, a voice to speak for Him!
4.1.3. “He has no hands but our hands to do His work today; 
He has no feet but our feet to lead men in His way; 
He has no voice but our voice to tell men how He died; 
He has no help but our help to lead them to His side.” (Barclay)

4.1.4. During the Second World War, a church in Strasbourg was destroyed. After the bombing, the members of this particular church went to see what was left and found that the entire roof had fallen in, leaving a heap of rubble and broken glass. Much to their surprise, however, a statue of Christ with outstretched hands that had been carved centuries before by a great artist was still standing erect. It was virtually unharmed except that both hands had been sheered off by a falling beam. The people hurried to a sculptor in town and asked if he could replace the hands of the statue. He was willing, and he even offered to do it for nothing. The church officials met to consider the sculptor's proposition -- and decided not to accept his offer. Why? Because they felt that the statue without hands would be the greatest illusion possible that God's work is done through His people.

4.2. (28) “There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.” (12:5)
4.2.1. At the head of the list Paul places 1st Apostles. – And rightfully so as their job description was, as it says in Acts 1:22 that they “accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, "beginning from the baptism of John to that day when He was taken up from us, one of these must become a witness with us of His resurrection."

4.2.2. Jesus never wrote a word on paper, that we know of; instead he wrote His message upon men, & these men were the apostles.
4.2.3. Teachers – these were the men who had to build up the converts won by the preaching of the evangelists & the apostles.
4.2.3.1. Remember a scholar will learn more from a good teacher than from a printed page.
4.2.4. Helps – Maybe you don’t have the gift of teaching or speaking. Do you have the gift of helping out the poor, the widows, the orphans, or the strangers?
4.2.5. Administrators – The Greek is interesting, it literally refers to “the work of a pilot who steers the ship through the rocks & sand bars to harbor.”
4.2.5.1. Often the preacher is in the “limelight” but he could never do his work unless in the background there were those who shouldered the routine day to day administration.
4.2.6. Again note “Tongues” at the end of the list (see 12:1)
4.2.6.1. So many place tongues at the top of the list of gifts, even pointing to it for a barometer of spirituality!
4.3. A more excellent way? – Stay tune next week for the only thing that can bind the church into a perfect unity…Love!
4.4. End story - In a certain mountain village in Europe several centuries ago, a nobleman wondered what legacy he should leave to his townspeople. At last he decided to build them a church. No one saw the complete plans for the church until it was finished. When the people gathered, they marveled at its beauty and completeness. Then someone asked, "But where are the lamps? How will it be lighted?" The nobleman pointed to some brackets in the walls. Then he gave to each family a lamp which they were to bring with them each time they came to worship. "Each time you are here the area where you are seated will be lighted," the nobleman said. "Each time you are not here, that area will be dark. This is to remind you that whenever you fail to come to church, some part of God's house will be dark."

4.5. Pray for: Spiritual Unity(church & homes) - Guard it! - Extend it!

4.6. Jn.17:20-23 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; "that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. "And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: "I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.”
� William Barclay; pg.113
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