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“Now Christ IS Risen!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Memorial Day – We’d like to commemorate & honor those having served, or are presently serving, in one of our branches of the armed forces. 
1.1.1. Also, for those who have given their lives for our freedom!
1.1.2. Please stand – Pray for.

1.2. Pastor Hill – Pastor & Evangelist from the Philippines. 
1.2.1. Known & have worked with for a dozen years. 
1.2.2. 3 words: Integrity, Stability, & Consistency.

1.3. Background:
1.3.1. Q: Which Resurrection did the Corinthian church have a problem with? (Jesus’, or their own?)
1.3.2. Paul moves from the hypothetical “if Christ is not risen”(17), to the Factual “now Christ is risen”(20).
1.4. Outline:
1.4.1. Fact Finding!(20-28); Reasoning!(29-34); & Answering!(35-49)!
2. FACT FINDING! (20-28)
2.1. Christ IS Risen! (20)
2.2. Now Paul starts arguing for our res. on the basis of Jesus’ Res.
2.3. Fallen Asleep – Not soul sleep!(for when we die, our soul/spirit goes immediately to be w/the Lord – 2 Cor.5:8 “We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.”)
2.3.1. It is our “body” then that await their resurrection.

2.4. 1st Fruits – Jesus is the first fruits of the abundant harvest yet to come!
2.4.1. Lev.23 - background on first fruits.
2.4.2. If you’ve accepted Jesus, you are part of the “living harvest”, waiting for Him to “gather us up”!

2.5. Christ makes us Alive! (21,22)
2.5.1. Here is the byproduct of Jesus Res…our’s!
2.6. In Adam all die – Live once, die twice!
2.6.1. Rom.5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned;”.
2.6.2. Sin & death are like Siamese twins. You can’t have the 1 w/o the other.
2.7. In Christ all shall be made alive – Live twice, die once.
2.7.1. Everyone has eternal life whether you are in Adam or in Christ…the difference is in your “destiny”! 

2.8. Order! (23-28a)
2.8.1. Order! (23)
2.8.1.1. God does everything w/perfect arrangement - “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the” (1 Thes.4:16,17)

2.8.2. The End! (24-28a)
2.8.2.1. Then comes the end – Not the very next thing in bible prophecy, but the next picture he is showing us. (Between the time of the Rapture & the End is the 1000 yr. Reign of Jesus)

2.8.2.2. Then comes the end – When Jesus 1st said, “it is finished”, what was finished was everything on His 1st mission(the mission to redeem our souls). One day(His 2nd mission) all things will finally be put under Him(this will be the mission to redeem our bodies).

2.8.2.2.1. Rom.8:22,23 “… we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.”
2.9. Purpose! (28b)
2.10. All this is done for one purpose…“that God may be all in all”.
2.10.1. He will be recognized by all as sovereign & supreme.
2.11. Q: Is He your “all in all”? 
2.12. Q: Have you secured your plot as a stalk of wheat in His Harvest? Or, do you continue to put off his call?

3. REASONING! (29-34)
3.1. Paul has built a case for their Resurrection using: “History”(1-11); “Theology”(12-19); & “Prophecy”(20-28); now Paul will use Reason & logic. 
3.2. Why are they baptized for the dead? (29)
3.2.1. Chuck Swindoll said, “w/vs.29 Paul opens a can of worms, & theologians today can’t seem to agree on how to put a lid on it.”

3.2.2. Baptized for the dead = ? 
3.2.2.1. Over thirty interpretations have been suggested!
3.2.2.2. If it is in the positive it could mean they were being baptized in honor of or out of respect for, a departed believer,…perhaps a martyr’s death.

3.2.2.3. It could be in the negative because Paul differentiates between the “they” in vs.29, & “we” in the next verse.

3.2.2.4. Spurgeon thought, “For as soon as anyone was baptized, the Romans would be looking after him. To drag him away to death. Thus they were baptized as if they were being washed for their burial & dedicating themselves to the grave”

3.2.2.5. Either way…Paul’s point is pretty clear, If there were no res, if all died, such a practice would be nothing more than empty liturgy.”

3.3. Why do we stand in danger every hour? (30,31)
3.3.1. Christians were being hunted, persecuted, & killed. 
3.3.2. Why name the name, & subject yourself to that, if there is no res.?

3.4. What advantage is it to fight w/Beasts? (32a)
3.4.1. Great imagery Paul employees here… “fought w/beasts”.
3.4.1.1. Figure of speech for the adversaries he faced in Ephesus.

3.4.2. Why put up w/attacks like this if there is no life beyond the grave. 
3.4.3. Knowing there is a resurrection makes today’s trials bearable & strengthens us to be able to face our own beasts!

3.4.4. Q: What wild beast are you facing in your life right now? (ladies don’t look over at him!)
3.5. Don’t be Deceived! (33)
3.6. 3 commands here:
3.7. This proverb Paul quotes from a Greek dramatist named Menander.
3.8. Here Paul is urging us to listen discerningly. 
3.8.1. “Bad company” = those rejecting the resurrection & life after death.
3.8.2. Q: What company do you keep?
3.8.3. Another proverb says, “Birds of a feather flock together”. 
3.8.4. Q: Who are you flying with? Are you soaring with eagles or walking w/turkeys? (

3.8.5. How important this is for our kids, but also it as important for us also! – Surround yourself w/godly people to imitate.
3.8.5.1. Prov.13:20 “He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the companion of fools will be destroyed.”
3.9. Sober Minded! (34a)
3.10. Awake to righteousness = wake up or become sober-minded.
3.10.1. Think with discernment,…take every thought captive!  

3.11. Stop Sinning! (34b)
3.12. Do not sin = a blanket command!
3.12.1. When we sense the conviction of the H.S. we must stop sinning. 
3.12.2. We were taught in elementary school, if we were in a fire, we were suppose to “stop, drop, & roll!”
3.12.2.1. Same with sin we need to stop(sinning); drop(to your knees); & roll(your way to the Lord/Ps.37:5).

4. ANSWERING! (35-49)
4.1. 2 QUESTIONS! (35)
4.2. We still have many questions regarding our new bodies. “Will babies have infant bodies or mature bodies?” – “What about bodies that have died violently deaths, how will they be resurrected.” – “or what about those who have been cremated, & their ashes spread, how will God raise them up?” (dust or ashes he will!)

4.3. 2 questions are asked in vs.35. (a How & a Why question)
4.3.1. The 1st is answered in vs.36 & the next question is answered in vs.37-49.

4.4. HOW! (36)
4.5. You can’t have a plant unless you have a seed, & seeds have to die 1st.
4.5.1. “Every time a seed sprouts life, nature testifies to the fact that life can come form death.”
 {My plant I found yesterday, un-watered but sprouting}

4.6. WHAT! (37-41)
4.6.1. ILLUSTRATIONS! (37-41)
4.6.1.1. SEED! (37,38)
4.6.1.1.1. Definite – The seed represents the life it will grow(i.e. plant corn get corn).
4.6.1.1.2. So, our heavenly body will be a “continuation” of our earthly body.
4.6.1.1.3. Resurrection is not reconstruction! {God doesn’t reassemble the original body that has turned to dust. - The body is planted & blooms forth a beautiful flower!}

4.6.1.1.4. My gravestone: “Plant me in the earth but tis only for a spell, for soon to bloom forth is the new Brian Bell!”
4.6.1.2. SARX! {} (39)
4.6.1.2.1. Distinct – In creation God marked each species w/a unique distinction. 
4.6.1.2.2. We too will continue be able to be identified just as the disciples were able to recognize Jesus in His res body. 
4.6.1.2.3. We will be able to recognize & identify our loved ones.

4.6.1.3. SOLAR SYSTEM! (40,41)
4.6.1.3.1. Different – As no 2 stars shine w/the same brightness, so each of us will have a glory all our own.

4.6.2. CONTRAST! (42-44)
4.6.2.1. Corruption/incorruption(perishable & imperishable); dishonor & glory; weakness/power; nat body/sp body.

4.7. 1ST & LAST ADAM! (45-49)
4.8. Jesus is never called the 2nd Adam, always the last Adam.
4.8.1. Because if there were a 2nd Adam, then there could be a 3rd, etc.
4.9. Adam gave natural life to the entire human race.
4.10. Jesus gave spiritual life to all who believe.
4.10.1. Bearing Adam’s image we’re all destined to die!
4.10.2. Bearing Jesus’ image we’re destined to live forever! (Rom.5:17 “For if by the one man's offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.”)
4.11. Q: Have you changed your image from the natural to the spiritual?
4.12. Q: Does your life reflect Adam’s image or Christ’s?
� Chuck Swindoll pg.62





