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“The Collection!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Ch.16 deals w/the most practical things in the most practical way.
1.1.1. There is no thought too high for Paul to scale, & there is no practical detail of administration too small for him to remember.
2. THE CORINTHIAN COLLECTION! (1-4)
2.1. When it comes to finances each individual church is usually guilty of talking about it too much, or not enough!

2.2. These principles apply to “special offerings”( – an extra piece of giving) as well as our “regular giving”.

2.3. (1) Problem! A severe famine in Jerusalem.
2.3.1. Acts 11:27,29 “Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be a great famine throughout all the world,…Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea.”
2.3.2. Paul did his part in organizing a relief effort.
2.3.2.1. He mentions this in: Romans, 1st & 2nd Cor., Galatians, & Acts.
2.3.3. We also note it is not wrong to let your needs be known.
2.4. (2) Principles!
2.4.1. Maybe “given orders” & “must do” is because of the indebtedness?
2.4.1.1. See - Rom.15:25-27
2.4.2. (2a) Prearranged – “1st day of the week”
2.4.2.1. Giving shouldn’t be done haphazardly, but thoughtful, & regular planning.
2.4.2.2. Q: How careful are you about planning in this area?
2.4.2.3. Q: How do you communicate this to your children?

2.4.3. (2b) Personal – “each one of you”
2.4.3.1. Everybody is involved here folks. (S.S. worker, Deacon/elder, new convert, oldest convert, rich, poor!)
2.4.3.2. The poor?…Yep! 
2.4.3.2.1. See 2 Cor.8:2, & then see how they were able to give vs.5!
2.4.3.2.2. I’ve seen the widow’s-mite given in Haiti.
2.4.3.3. Q: Are you contributing to needs you hear of, & to your local church?
2.4.3.4. Q: Do you see your individual gift as significant? Was the little widow & her penny she gave significant?

2.4.4. (2c) Prepared – “lay something aside”
2.4.4.1. Lit. “keep putting aside & saving”
2.4.5. (2d) Proportionate – “as he may prosper”
2.4.5.1. The amount is going to differ from person to person, but we can all have the same attitude in giving in common.

2.4.5.2. 2 Cor.9:7 “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.”

2.4.5.3. Story – A lady brought $50 as a gift one Sunday morning to church & she asked the pastor if it was satisfactory? He answered her, “Does the gift represent you”? – She left & returned with $5000 & asked if it was satisfactory? Again he responded, “Does the gift represent you”? – She again left & returned w/$50,000 this time she said, "After earnest, prayerful thought, I have come to the conclusion that this gift does represent me and I am happy to give it."

2.4.5.4. Q: Do you give cheerfully? Or do you have to peal your fingers off your checkbook one by one?

2.4.6. (2e) Private - “no collections when I come”
2.4.6.1. Paul didn’t want them to give because Paul the Apostle was there!
2.5. (3,4) Paul’s Brink’s Service!
2.5.1. Accountability! – So important in a church, & for the world to see.
2.5.2. What a positive reminder that it is not only about “our church”!
2.5.2.1. This helped the Corinthian church view themselves not members of a  congregation only…but of a church!
2.5.2.2. At our last board meeting we decided to send a love gift as an encouragement to churches that are being built in our Valley.
2.5.2.2.1. God forbid that we ever would think CCM is the only church God is using in our valley!

2.6. Final Thoughts!
2.6.1. Q: Should the size of the church dictate how much you give? 
2.6.1.1. Giving isn’t a matter of numbers, but of the heart & the principles Paul mentions here. 
2.6.1.2. Be prompted from within not pressured from without.
2.6.1.3. PS: We are not finished! The “church” in Murrieta is not “big enough”. We still have 1000’s of people in our town that are still untouched, un-saved, un-churched! 

2.6.2. Also, giving should be “Grace Giving”.
2.6.2.1. Paul who spoke most freely on this topic in the NT never mentioned tithing(10%). 
2.6.2.1.1. We aren’t “obligated” to tithe, instead we have the opportunity to give as the lord lays it on our hearts. 

2.6.2.1.2. Grace-giving not tithing!(though tithing is a great principle even pre-law) our motivation is Grace…not Law!
2.6.2.2. Jesus said, “Freely you have received, freely give.”
2.6.3. CCM you are givers...thanks!
2.6.4. Gideon’s Collection May 6th: Exceeded $5000, helping to place 3,900 testaments, to areas like their 3 newest countries, Mongolia, Macedonia, & Marshall Islands.
2.6.4.1. John Beutz/Gideons very complimentary to our fellowship. Story of the last guest when he heard we didn’t do an “offering plate”.

2.6.4.2. We’ve always used the “Agape Box” in the foyer. Which is similar to 2nd Kings 12:9 “Then Jehoiada the priest took a chest, bored a hole in its lid, and set it beside the altar, on the right side as one comes into the house of the LORD; and the priests who kept the door put there all the money brought into the house of the LORD.”

2.6.4.3. We’ve never asked finances for our church from the pulpit nor to individuals. {However, we are installing ATM swipes on the top of the Pew rail for your convenience! (}

2.6.4.4. We have & will for others though! (Missionaries, individuals in need)
2.6.4.5. I know an orphanage that can use monthly support…CC Bacolod (read letter) 
2.6.4.6. Again, don’t give emotionally, but pray & ask God, Lord is this me?
3. PAUL’S PERSONAL PLANS & PALS! (5-12)
3.1. PAUL!
3.1.1. (7) “if the Lord permits” – Paul didn’t know everything that was going to happen.

3.1.2. (9) Doors!
3.1.3. A Door is? – a metaphor for “opportunity”!
3.1.3.1. 2 Cor.2:12 “Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a door was opened to me by the Lord,”
3.1.3.2. Col.4:3 “meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains,”
3.1.3.3. Rev.3:7,8 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 'These 
things says He who is holy, He who is true, "He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens":…"I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it;”
3.1.4. Effective – or “adapted to success”!
3.1.5. Open – Lit. “stands wide open”.
3.1.5.1. “Open” infers that some doors are, or can be, “shut”!
3.1.5.2. Alexander Graham Bell said, “When one door closes, another opens, but we often look so long and regretfully at the closed door that we do not see the one that has opened for us.”

3.1.5.2.1. Q: Are there any doors in front of your face at this time that you are still staring at? 
3.1.5.2.2. Q: Is it not a great way to pray to ask the Lord to open or close “doors” regarding His direction for your life? (“If the Lord permits”)

3.1.5.3. While Paul was in Ephesus a great door flew wide open for him with the gospel!

3.1.6. There are many adversaries – 
3.1.6.1. A Pessimist is one who “sees a difficulty in every opportunity”; a Optimist is one who “sees an opportunity in every difficulty”!

3.1.7. When you find an open door, it doesn’t help you unless you walk through it!
3.1.7.1. Ex.14:15 “And the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward.” (Red Sea crossing)
3.1.8. Q: Any doors your trying to kick down?
3.1.9. Q: Any doors you’ve just been standing in its threshold?
3.1.10. Q: Any “opportunities” you haven’t taken because of fear?
3.2. TIMOTHY!
3.2.1. Youth & inexperience!
3.2.1.1. I could relate to Timothy. I took over the church at age 27 in 1989. 
3.2.2. Yet don’t treat him like he’s 2nd best.
3.2.2.1. Both were doing the Lord’s work, Both deserved support & respect.
3.2.2.2. Most churches attendance falls when the senior pastor is gone. Should it?
3.2.3. Paul’s commendation is that they are to respect Timothy, not for his own sake, but for the sake of “the work”(10)!
3.2.3.1. “It is not the man who glorifies the work, but the work which glorifies the man.”

3.3. APOLLOS!
3.3.1. Corinth was a church torn w/party politics(“…each of you says, "I am of Paul," or "I am of Apollos," or "I am of Cephas," or "I am of Christ.").
3.4. Paul, Timothy, & Apollos, all needed help & encouragement from God’s people!
3.4.1. Q: Are you praying for your church leaders?
3.4.2. Q: Are you a help & encouragement to them?
3.4.3. Heb.13:17 says, “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”
3.4.3.1. Q: What can you do to be a joy to the church rather than grief to the church? (don’t even think I mean one who needs counseling, or benevolence, or to talk.…That brings us joy to be able to steer you in the right direction, according to Gods word)

3.4.3.2. Joy is…watching someone grasp the counsel, & by the power of the H.S. “does it”! 
Grief is when someone never gets past step one in counseling, because of disobedience to God’s Word! 

3.5. Paul, Timothy, & Apollos, all needed help & encouragement from God’s people!
3.5.1. Q: Are you a help & encouragement to them?
3.5.2. Heb.13:17 says, “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”
3.5.2.1. Q: What can you do to be a joy to the church rather than grief to the church? (don’t even think I mean one who needs counseling, or benevolence, or to talk.…That brings us joy to be able to steer you in the right direction, according to Gods word)

3.5.2.2. Joy is…watching someone grasp the counsel, & by the power of the H.S. “does it”! 
Grief is when someone never gets past step one in counseling, because of disobedience to God’s Word!

3.5.3. Q: Are you praying for your church leaders?
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