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“Farewell!”
1. Intro:
1.1. Fathers Day - Acknowledge the Fathers & fathers to be.
1.2. Outline: A Disciplined Life; A Devoted Family, A Holy Home; & Paul’s Farewell.

2. A DISCIPLINED LIFE! (13,14) 
2.1. 5 Imperatives!
2.1.1. We can also see these 2 verses as “How to grow a strong church?”
2.1.2. (13) This makes us think of military orders from a commander to his subordinates. {Watch, Stand Fast, Be Brave, Be Strong, & Love}

2.1.3. Watch – Be ever on alert. Keep staying awake. 
2.1.3.1. Be on alert for our enemy be on alert for sin!!! The Arabs have a fable of a miller(an operator of a Mill)who one day was startled by a camel's nose thrust in the window of the room where he was sleeping. "It is very cold outside," said the camel, "I only want to get my nose in." The nose was let in, then the neck, and finally the whole body. Presently the miller began to be extremely inconvenienced at the ungainly companion he had obtained in a room certainly not big enough for both.  "If you are inconvenienced, you may leave," said the camel. "As for myself, I shall stay where I am." 
2.1.3.1.1. There are many such camels knocking at the human heart…be alert, watch!

2.1.4. Stand Fast in the faith – When under attack stand fast in the faith & yield not an inch. {See that your belief is sound, also see that your belief is applied in your life}
2.1.4.1. Counter Satan’s great debates with your faith!
2.1.4.2. Like soldiers holding a fort in the wild west.
2.1.4.3. Often times it is easy to identify & stand against an all out attack from the enemy that is apparent to our eyes…other times we so easily stumble into the more subtle forms of attack…like when all are friends are doing it!!!
2.1.4.3.1. Read “Said the Spider to the Fly”!
2.1.4.3.1.1. Often times we want to be “in” so badly with the crowd that we end up in a mess.
2.1.4.3.1.2. What does it profit a fly(or a person)if he escapes the web only to end up in the glue.

2.1.4.3.2. “If you don’t stand for something, you’ll fall for everything!”
2.1.5. Eph.6:13,14a “Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore,…”
2.1.6. Be Brave – (lit. act like men, grow up) - In time of battle, play a hero’s part. Grow up.
2.1.6.1. No wimps! – David often spoke of his “mighty men”, even those made from his band that were in distress, in debt, & discontented. David never spoke of them as his “mighty losers”!
2.1.6.2. It’s Graduation time – is it time for you to graduate into a school of higher spiritual learning?


2.1.7. Be Strong - Be strong to fight for your King!
2.1.7.1. “Be strong” comes up 33 times in scripture!
2.1.7.2. He’s not looking for the “buff body” but the tough “inner man”! One who can handle criticism & temptation.

2.1.7.3. Paul prayed for the Ephesian Christians “For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man,”

2.1.7.4. There is no short cut to Holy living!

2.1.8. Love (14)
2.1.8.1. Love always brings us back in that perfect balance!…Lest we become Zealots, or repeat the Crusades! 

2.1.8.2. This command adds depth to all the others!
2.1.8.2.1. Without Love you won’t be Watching w/alertness, you’ll be Examining w/suspicion.
2.1.8.2.2. Without Love you won’t be Standing Fast, you’ll be Running Fast.
2.1.8.2.3. Without Love you won’t be Brave, you’ll be a coward. 
2.1.8.2.4. Without Love you won’t be Strong, you’ll be Weak w/tenderness.
2.1.8.2.5. “If I have not love, never I am nothing.”

2.1.9. Q: Which of those 5 did you need to be reminded of this morning?
3. A DEVOTED FAMILY! (15-18)
3.1. The Stephanas Family!
3.2. (15) The Stephanas family was the only family we know of that Paul baptized, “Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas. Besides, I do not know whether I baptized any other.” (1 Cor.1:16)
3.2.1. They were the firstfruits(1st converts) of Achaia.
3.2.2. We learn from this wonderful family... “A family that serves together sticks together!”
3.3. (15b) 1st They Devoted themselves or “addicted themselves” (lit. appointed themselves) which refers to a self-imposed duty.
3.3.1. They had appointed themselves to the service of their fellow Christians.


3.4. (16) 2nd They Worked & Labored w/Paul!
3.4.1. Work(to work together, to cooperate); Labor(to toil, to work to the point of exhaustion).
3.4.2. T.C.Edwards, “In the church many work, but few toil.”

3.5. (17) 3rd They Supplied what the Corinthians didn’t take care of!
3.6. (18) 4th They Refreshed Paul’s spirit & the Corinthians also!
3.6.1. Q: What are you doing to help thirsty souls drink deeply from God’s word?
3.6.1.1. Our Gideon friends were out at the Balloon & Wine festival handing out testaments last week. - I talked to a brother on Thurs night who was there, & said 2 teens (?) that were with him both were reading theirs later!

3.6.1.2. I saw Marty Edwards(Pastor of Lambs) on a street corner in Old Town Temecula yesterday handing out literature to the Harley Riders. 

3.6.1.3. Q: What are you doing to help thirsty souls drink deeply from God’s word?
3.7. (18b) Note: it is ok to acknowledge these hard workers!
3.7.1. Q: Do you acknowledge those who work with you?
3.7.2. Q: Can you come up with 3 ways to acknowledge your family members; co-workers at your work; laborers that help you in your ministry.
3.8. Fathers,…to raise up a “Stephanas Family” you need 3 things you don’t have: Competence, Compassion, & Control!
3.8.1. [1] Competence – The power, ability, enablement you need, & don’t have, can come from God!
3.8.1.1. No one is competent, except Christ! – Your need is not partial but total! – The quicker you come to grips w/this truth, the quicker you will enjoy & enhance your parental role!
3.8.1.2. “so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body.” (2 Cor.4:10)

3.8.2. [2] Compassion – Your love is conditional, Divine love is unconditional.
3.8.2.1. Rom.5:5 “the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us”.
3.8.2.2. God knows us totally, & yet accepts us completely.
3.8.2.3. Our parenting should be patterned after God’s! – “We love Him because He first loved us.” (1 Jn.4:19)
3.8.3. [3] Control – Self-control is the fruit of the Holy Spirit.
3.8.3.1. Often, the secret of a disciplined child is a controlled parent!
3.8.3.2. Self-control is linked to “inner peace” – If you’re ruled by God’s peace you’ll have little trouble displaying self-control.
3.8.3.3. “Let the peace of God rule in your hearts” (Col.3:15)
3.8.4. Competence, Compassion, & Control – These are gifts God has made available to us.
4. A HOLY HOME! (19)
4.1. (19) Aquila & Priscilla [Orig. in Rome, banished, went to Corinth(met Paul)next to Ephesus, back to Rome]
4.1.1. In church history, we don’t hear of any church buildings until the 3rd century. – The little congregations met in private homes.

4.1.2. We know Aquila & Priscilla had a church in their home in both Rome & in Ephesus. 

4.1.3. They seemed to always make their home a center of Christian light & love!
4.1.3.1. Their home was a haven of rest, peace, friendship.
4.1.4. Home fellowships!…They are mini-churches.
4.1.4.1. I believe being a part of a “Home Fellowship” is one of the best ways to grow in your Christianity(can ask questions); one of the best accountability’s (Where have you been?); & fellowship (getting to know other Christians).
4.1.5. Q: Ever think of attending one? (some are taking a break for summer)
4.1.6. Q: Ever think of starting one? (see Mike Elliot)
4.1.6.1. Hosting one? Teaching one? Watching children for one?
5. FAREWELL! (20-24)
5.1. (20) Let’s turn to one another &… (
5.2. (21) Harry Ironside during the 1st half of this century, was a very popular Bible teacher, evangelist, pastor, & author. Toward the end of his ministry he was virtually blind(cataracts). Personal aides stepped into accomplish tasks he could no longer perform, like his correspondence. However, he would never let a piece of mail go out w/o 1st scrawling his signature & a brief, thoughtful note.

5.2.1. This did 2 things, it added warmth to his correspondence & put a stamp of authenticity on the contents.
5.2.2. Paul never failed to add his handwritten PS…2 Thes.3:17 “The salutation of Paul with my own hand, which is a sign in every epistle; so I write.”
5.2.3. (22) Anathema – dedicated for destruction, cursed.
5.2.3.1. Let them be set aside as objects of God’s wrath.

5.2.3.2. Jesus said a similar thing in Mt.10:12-15 “"And when you go into a household, greet it. "If the household is worthy, let your peace come upon it. But if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. "And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you depart from that house or city, shake off the dust from your feet. "Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!”

5.2.4. Choose! - You either “do not love the Lord” or you “Love & long for His Coming”! – Q: Which is it?

5.2.4.1. John Wesley said, "I am a spirit come from God and returning to God; just hovering over a great gulf; 'til a few moments hence I am no more seen; I drop into an unchangeable eternity! I want to know one thing -- the way to heaven. He hath written it down in a book. O give me that book! At any price, give me the book of God! I have it: here is knowledge enough for me. Let me be homo unius libri (a man of one book)."

5.2.5. Maranatha! (O Lord, Come!)
5.2.5.1. Barclay explains why this Aramaic phrase pops up in a Greek letter to a Greek church. He says it had become a watchword & a password. 
5.2.5.1.1. Watchword - It summed up the vital hope of the early church.
5.2.5.1.2. Password And, the Christians identified each other by it, in a language the heathen couldn’t understand.
5.2.5.2. He is coming back again to right all wrongs, heal every wound, & wipe away every tear!
5.2.6. Ironside gives a free translation of this, “If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, he shall be condemned at the coming of the Lord.” 
5.2.6.1. Paul is just stating the inevitable fact!
5.2.7. To show NO love for Him in your life is the worst form of hypocrisy.
5.2.7.1. We should say, “As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God.”
5.2.7.2. To not love Him is rebellion against the highest throne!
5.2.7.3. At the foundation of this sin is arrogance. It is the setting up of the “little puppet-god self” on the throne of your heart, instead of its rightful owner. 
5.2.7.4. The essence of salvation is the collapse of the regime of self altogether, & the enthronement of another king!
5.2.7.5. To not love Him is the refusal of the greatest lover of your soul!
5.3. 2 Most Important Ingredients! (23,24)
5.3.1. Paul ends with the 2 best gifts we can give as Christians…God’s Grace & our Love!
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