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2 Corinthians 11:22-33




11-4-01

“The Persecuted Church!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Remember to vote Tuesday!
1.2. Pray for - 1st New York Trip (led by Dan)

2. “ALL IN A DAYS WORK!” (11:22-33)
2.1. What were the Lords 1st words to Paul after his conversion? 
2.1.1. Acts 9:15,16 “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel. "For I will show him (the great things he’ll do in my name? No!; The success he’ll have as a missionary? No!; How many people he’ll lead to Christ? No!; How famous & popular he’ll become? No!) how many things he must suffer for My name's sake."

2.2. I’ve broken this down into 6 categories Paul’s speaks to.
2.2.1. There are actually 23 things in Paul’s list he points out to us.
2.3. Paul now finishes his argument to the Corinth church, against the “super-apostles”, by sharing one more of his credentials….the wounds in his body!
2.3.1. Gal.6:17 “I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.”
2.3.2. Paul uses his sufferings as the best proof for asserting his apostleship. 
2.3.3. Better a “heart of sincere devotion & sacrificial service” then your “impressive credentials”!
2.3.4. “When selecting a spiritual leader,…look for scars.” (www)
2.4. MY HERITAGE! (22)
2.4.1. A 3-fold description of a “full-blooded Jew”!
2.4.1.1. Hebrew, Israelite, & seed of Abraham.
2.4.1.2. They didn’t have claim to superiority in any of these 3 categories!
2.5. MY SUFFERINGS! (23-25)
2.5.1. We sure learn how much we “don’t” know about Paul!
2.5.2. He wrote this letter when he was in Ephesus, thus we are only as far along as Acts 19 (his story line is in Acts 13-28).
2.5.3. Research each of these & you’ll only find one quarter of it is there!
2.5.3.1. Thus Acts only skims the surface of what Paul did & endured.
2.5.4. Scar by scar Paul shows the Corinthians his battle wounds.
2.5.4.1. I picture him rolling up his tunic, opening up his robe!
2.5.4.2. Just as you have a story for every scar on your body!

2.5.5. (24) “5 times 40 stripes minus 1”(195 lashes) – A Jewish punishment.
2.5.5.1. Deut.25:3 “Forty blows he may give him and no more,”

2.5.5.2. Details are in the Jewish Mishnah(book where the Jewish traditional law was codified) – Read Willaim Barclay pg. 254.
2.5.6. (25) Beaten w/rods – A Roman punishment. 
2.5.6.1. “The attendants of the magistrates were called lectors & they were equipped w/rods of birch wood w/which the guilty criminal was chastised.”


2.5.6.2. Caning is still used today indifferent countries.
2.6. MY TRAVELS! (26)
2.6.1. Again & again Paul speaks of the dangers of travels. 
2.6.1.1. Something we can now relate a little more to today!
2.6.2. Ancient people did not relish the sea:
2.6.2.1. Seneca, a contemporary of Paul said, “You can persuade me into almost anything now for I was recently persuaded to travel by sea.”
2.6.3. Often on the roads a traveler was caught & held for ransom.
2.6.4. Paul’s path was uphill, with sharp stones, paved with wild beasts. His way was “the way of the cross”.
2.6.4.1. Jesus walked it before him. And many saints have marched it since!
2.7. MY INTERNAL STRUGGLES! (27,28)
2.7.1. (NIV) “Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.”
2.7.1.1. Helping the new Christians, discipleship, counseling problem issues, & warding off the devils attacks, are demanding tasks!
2.7.1.2. Paul bore the sorrows & the troubles of his people on his heart!
2.7.2. Paul went anywhere, endured anything, that he might take the gospel to lost souls.
2.7.2.1. Why is it we have the tools to make things easier & faster today, & yet are getting less done?
2.8. MY WEAKNESS! (29-31)
2.8.1. While these false apostles boast of their strengths, Paul instead speaks to his weaknesses!
2.8.2. Paul here is leading up to “his thorn in the flesh”(next chapter).
2.9. MY BASKET! (32,33)
2.9.1. Interesting he chooses the basket incident to end with? It seems anti-climatic! 
2.9.1.1. Acts 9:25 “Then the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall in a large basket.”
2.9.1.2. The wall in Damascus was wide enough to drive a carriage along it.
2.9.1.3. Many of the houses overhung the wall & he was probably let down from one of them.
2.9.2. An inglorious escape to keep him humble?
2.9.2.1. How humiliating for this great “rabbi” to have to be lowered out of the city in a basket used normally for hay, straw, or wool!
2.9.2.2. No limo, no Suburban w/smoked windows, no VIP treatment here!
2.9.3. Also, this was probably worse than any scourging for Paul, not to be able to face his enemies in the face, but instead have to flee like a fugitive!
2.9.4. We also must adopt this unselfish & generous attitude toward the Lord’s church. Not asking, “what we can get”, but “what we can give!”
2.9.5. Note: Paul never denied the pain & pressures of life. 
Never suggested that following Christ was problem-free. 
Never tries to analyze or moralize why he had to suffer them. 
2.9.6. Note also, Paul doesn’t share this from a “Victim mentality”; but instead let’s us hear about his “solidly placed anchors” that he has dropped along the way, on his voyage w/Christ!


3. TODAY!
3.1. Did you know? – More people were torture for their faith in Jesus Christ in the 20th century than in all the previous 19 combined!

3.1.1. Did you know? – 100 million people were martyred for their faith in the 20th century. More people died in circumstances related to their faith in the past century than in all the 20th century wars combined.

3.1.2. Did you know? – Reported incidences of persecution have actually increased since the fall of communism. Today, an estimated 200 million Christians are facing persecution around the world.

3.2. Today…We have 2 American young ladies in Afghanistan still being held on charges of spreading Christianity. 

3.2.1. Dayna Curry, 29, and Heather Mercer, 24 - Both went to Afghanistan as aide workers - Last month, the Taliban confiscated Christian materials from the offices of other aide workers. The Texas women and six others were charged and put on trial.

3.3. On May 27th of this year there were 3 American & 17 Filipino abducted from a Palawan island resort by Abu Sayyaf terroists(Yes, part of Bin Ladin’s group).
3.3.1. They are in Mindanao, I the Basilan province.
3.3.2. They have already killed one man. He lived just 25 minutes from our church, in Corona, Ca. His name was Guillermo Sobero.
3.3.3. Martin & Gracia Burnham, both age 42, from Kansas are still being held captive on Basilan Island. - They are missionaries w/New Tribes.
3.3.3.1. Pray for there kids as they’ve been separated 5 months now.

3.4. The unprecedented “Sudan”!
3.4.1. 2 million have dies since 1983 thru war, genocide, or famine.
3.4.2. The whole south has been displaced, over 5 million affected.
3.4.3. An estimated 60,000-200,000 are now chattel slaves. (Chattel = An article of personal, movable property)
3.4.4. 30,000 street children/homeless in Khartoum alone!
3.4.5. Yet, in the South Christianity has grown from 5% in 1960 to perhaps 70% in 2000.

3.5. Show – Video
3.5.1. A call to prayer!
3.5.2. The #1 prayer request from persecuted Christians is not, “God, please stop this persecution!” but normally it is based around evangelism, the church, & the nation they are serving in!

4. WHAT CAN WE DO? (2 Tim. 1:15-18)
4.1. What’s it like to be imprisoned for your faith? What do you go through?
4.1.1. Let’s here a 1st hand account from a man in a Roman jail, because of his faith.
4.1.2. (15) “All those in Asia have turned away form me” – 
4.1.2.1. Even the strongest believers need encouragement when they suffer.
4.1.2.2. Here the loneliness & pain he feels.
4.1.2.3. Here the incredible Joy in the next verse(16). 
4.1.2.4. One man didn’t forget him (Onesiphorus).
4.1.2.5. It is no difference today. Suffering Christians need to know we are praying for them & care for them. {also the families of those imprisoned}
4.1.2.6. It might take some serious searching to find them…it did Onesiphorus! (see vs.17)

4.2. 21 day Prayer Devotional.
4.3. Pray Today!
4.3.1. Today in Delhi, India, 1 million “Dalits”(low-caste untouchables)will hear the gospel(This 1 million will represent 300 million Dalits)…here’s why…

4.3.2. High level leaders representing these Dalits have been dialoguing w/the “All India Christian Council”. 

4.3.3. Their simple request was, “The only way for our people to find freedom from 3,000 years o fslavery is to quit Hinduism & Castism & embrace another faith. Christianity offers hope for us. We would be happy if our people would become Christians. Can you help us?”

4.3.4. They are actually meeting to convert to Buddhism. Now, by the grace of God they will have the option of finding Christ…Nov. 4th today!

4.4. Bible League packet (in info booth) {Cardboard “Bible Bank”}
4.4.1. Do with your kids or a class/group.
4.4.2. Collect $1 a day fro 21 days & send it off to Bible League & you will provide 5 Bibles to people who desperately need them. {$4 a day provides 21 bibles}
4.5. Operation World!
4.5.1. $5 – in info booth – Get educated w/every country in the world & Pray  
4.6. Our Missionary Prayer Cards! - Free – (1 per family)
4.6.1. Place on Dinner table. 
4.6.2. Pray for the card on the front, then place it in the back.

4.7. Christians how are we doing in our world today?
4.7.1. Show Power Point. (done by Robertson Mcquilkin)
4.7.2. Picture #1 – This represents our USA Christian Task force!
4.7.2.1. Largest circle = 50 million evangelicals.
4.7.2.2. Next circle = 1 million full time workers.
4.7.2.3. Small circle = 50,000 career foreign missionaries.
4.7.2.4. Dot – 5,000 Apostolic Missionaries(meaning “church planting, evangelistic, incarnational/living there”)
4.7.3. Picture #2 – 
4.7.3.1. Now what if you took take the largest circle(50 million evangelicals)& compare that to the world!

4.8. Ending Prayer: Boldness to stand firm; God’s protection; Grace to forgive their oppressors; deliverance of their nations from spiritual bondage; God would open doors fro bible translation, distribution, Christian Materials, & evangelism; Lifting of legal & social restrictions against Christians; raise up church leaders w/spiritual & moral integrity; & Unity in the church & warm fellowship amongst the believers.

4.9. Ending Song: Quiet & Lights Down!
4.9.1. Most underground churches meet secretly & have to sing in hush tones. Also, to avoid detection they usually meet in dimly lit places.
4.9.2. Let’s do that as a reminder this morning of our Christian brothers & sisters throughout the world who must meet in secret.
� William Barclay; pg.253


� By Their Blood, by James & Marti Heften.


� Statistical research of the WEF Religious Liberty Commision.





