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2-27-05
“Galatian Deviation!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Nick O’Hearn the Aussey from down under upset Tiger Woods, at Carlsbad, La Costa a couple of days ago…winning about 7.5 million!
1.1.1. Q: Can you imagine him showing up & changing his grip or swing right before his match?
1.1.1.1. Don’t change whatever has brought you this far!!!
1.1.2. That’s what Paul is going to remind the Galatian churches…
“Don’t change whatever has brought you this far!”

1.2. Outline: Experience; Example; Expiation!
1.3. Let’s unravel Paul’s arguments to the Galatian churches.
1.3.1. As they are experiencing an acute disease I’ve entitled…
“Galatian Deviation!”

2. GALATIAN DEVIATION! (1-14) [or, Spiritual Defection!]
2.1. EXPERIENCE! (1-5) Saved by Faith, & will Mature by Faith!
2.2. Question #1 Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified?

2.2.1. Who has bewitched you? Or, “to cast a magic spell.”
2.2.1.1. Q: Did they put you in a trance?

2.2.2. J.B.Phillips, “O you dear idiots of Galatia, who saw Jesus Christ the crucified so plainly, who has been casting a spell over you?”

2.2.3. Clearly portrayed – it was used for putting up posters, or a notice. 
2.2.3.1. You’ve seen those signs “Post No Bills”!
2.2.3.2. Paul clearly showed Jesus’ death to them in Bill Board proportions! 
2.2.3.3. Q: How did your eyes go from the cross back to the law?

2.3. Question #2 Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?
2.3.1. The key word is receive!
2.3.2. Reworded – Why should you go back to the Law, when it was hearing & faith that brought the life of God into your lives?
2.3.2.1. You didn’t get saved by “doing” the Law, 
but by hearing the gospel & receiving it by faith.

2.3.3. Note: Paul uses “receive the Spirit” instead of justification here.
2.3.3.1. Justification is God’s activity in Salvation.
2.3.3.2. Receiving the Spirit is man’s experience.

2.3.3.2.1. Receive = Not a self-prompted taking, but a grateful reception of that which is offered.

2.3.4. Paul shows that living under the law & living under grace are mutually exclusive lifestyles.

2.4. Question #3 Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh?
2.4.1. The key words are begun vs. now being made!
2.4.2. Paul will hit this later, of the contrast between Spirit & flesh.
2.4.3. How foolish to start out w/the Spirit(the presence of God in a persons life) & to go from there to the rely on the flesh (which is apart from God).
2.4.4. Q: Why would the Spirit indwell us, only then to leave us to live out our faith on our own?

2.4.5. Remember, Paul is writing to believers.
2.4.5.1. So legalism doesn’t only keep people from being saved, 
but also saved people from growing in their faith!

2.5. Question #4 Have you suffered so many things in vain?
2.5.1. The key word is suffered!
2.5.2. They had suffered ostracism & persecution for the sake of the gospel. If they turned to works now all that suffering would be in vain.

2.6. Question #5 Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?;
2.6.1. The key word is miracles!
2.6.2. The wonderful things God had done in their region happened because of their law-keeping/works? No, but because they had responded in faith to the gospel that they heard.
2.6.2.1. George Muller said, “Faith does not operate in the realm of the possible. Faith begins where man's power ends.”


2.6.3. “Hearing” refers to the passive posture of the recipient.
2.6.4. Martin Luther said, “the only organs of a Christian are his ears!”
2.6.4.1. But it obviously refers to not just the physical faculty of hearing but on the awakening of faith that comes through the preaching of the gospel.

2.6.4.2. The contrast then? Not doing, but believing.
2.7. Do you see it? All these things you have experienced so far, contradict everything the Judiazers are saying!
2.7.1. Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law? No!
2.7.2. Did you progress in your Christian life by your own works? No!
2.7.3. Did you suffer for the sake of works? No!
2.7.4. Did you receive miracles by keeping the law? No!
2.7.4.1. Your whole life revolves around faith!
2.7.5. Move forward in freedom instead of backward toward bondage!


2.8. EXAMPLE! (6-9) Wanna go back, I’ll take you back!
2.9. Let’s move from experience to Scripture!
2.10. (6) Salvation comes through faith & not through Law…was proved by Abraham!
2.10.1. Paul uses Abraham 19 times in his epistles.
2.10.2. He is his pivotal figure in all of his arguments.

2.11. For those of you who love Nostalgia…older is better?
2.11.1. If you want to go back then don’t stop at Moses & the Law…let’s go way back…to the father…the Grand-Puba of the faith!

2.11.2. Remember they were caught up in the Law, Circumcision, doing all the right things.
2.11.3. It was Abraham that started the Jewish people.
2.11.4. His righteousness came by what? Faith/Belief. 
2.11.5. And it was before circumcision(not until Gen.17) [faith was in Gen.15].
2.11.6. And, it was looonnng before the Law given to Moses (see vs.17)
2.11.7. And, looonnng before his 1st baby steps toward the promise land. 

2.12. (7-9) This question will dominate the rest of this chapter & the next. 
2.12.1. Q: Who are the true children of Abraham?
2.12.2. Rom.9:7 “nor are they all children because they are the seed of Ab”
2.12.3. Rom.9:8(NIV) “In other words, it is not the natural children who are God's children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham's offspring.”

2.12.4. So, if you want a little Jewishness in your Christianity? You already have it. All who come to Christ by faith are the sp. descendants of Abraham!

2.13. Verses 8,9 open the door to the Gentiles to law-free blessings!
2.14. Q: Did you know that there is a continuity of the covenant of Grace throughout history?
2.14.1. From the creation of Adam & Eve until the 2nd Coming of Christ… God has provided only one way of salvation for all peoples everywhere!
2.14.2. We today are justified in the same way Abraham was some 4000 years ago!
2.14.2.1. We see different Dispensations (time periods w/different divine responsibilities…i.e. Innocence, Conscience, Law, Grace, etc.) 
but never a different way of salvation!

2.15. Phil Mickelson changing his grip right before his Masters Tournament, would have been just as foolish as a Christian changing his grip back to legalism thinking it would help him mature as a Christian.
2.15.1. It wouldn’t help but only hinder!

2.16. EXPIATION! (10-14) I’d Take a Bullet for You!
2.17. The CURSED Life! (10-12)
2.18. Q: What does it take to get to heaven? – It takes a perfect life, flawless obedience…every thought, every motive.
2.18.1. It still takes a perfect life!…either lived by us or for us!

2.19. (10) Not only does the Law not bring blessing; it actually imposes a curse!
2.19.1. Key words = Continue & in ALL things.
2.19.2. You had to keep all of it! [partial obedience is disobedience!]
2.19.2.1. James 2:10 “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.”
2.19.3. To break any laws is to be cursed, condemned, judged, rejected!

2.20. (11,12)The Law was never intended to be the way to be right w/God.
2.20.1. So he quotes Hab.2:4. [The Law requires doing & not trusting!]
2.20.2. The same principle that was applicable in the realm of national deliverance(Judah would be delivered from Babylon, they just needed to trust in God) is applicable in the area of spiritual deliverance(salvation).


2.20.3. Doing something to merit salvation is one thing; trusting God to do what is needed is quiet another!


2.21. The BLESSED Life! (13,14)
2.22. So, the last few verses painted a very bleak picture of the human situation! (read 3:22a)
2.22.1. So, who then can be saved??? [Here comes the good news!]
2.23. (13) We were redeemed from the curse of the Law by Jesus becoming the curse for us! 
2.24. He took our place…He was our Substitute…He was our Transfer …He was our Vicarious atonement (enduring something for somebody else).
2.25. Actor Kevin Bacon recounted when his 6-year-old son saw Footloose for the first time: He said, "Hey, Dad, you know that thing in the movie where you swing from the rafters of that building? That's really cool, how did you do that?" I said, "Well, I didn't do that part--it was a stunt man." "What's a stunt man?" he asked. "That's someone who dresses like me and does things I can't do." "Oh," he replied and walked out of the room looking a little confused. A little later he said, "Hey, Dad, you know that thing in the movie where you spin around on that gym bar and land on your feet? How did you do that?" I said, "Well, I didn't do that. It was a gymnastics double." "What's a gymnastics double?" he asked. "That's a guy who dresses in my clothes and does things I can't do." There was silence from my son, then he asked in a concerned voice, "Dad, what did you do?" "I got all the glory," I sheepishly replied. 
That's the grace of God in our lives. Jesus took our sin upon himself and did what we couldn't do. We stand forgiven and bask sheepishly triumphant in Jesus' glory. Jesus our Stunt Double!

2.26. Amazing, Christ can be the obedient glorious love of God and the full measure of our disobedience, both at once!


2.27. You must either be cursed or accept Christ as bearing the curse instead of you…which will it be?
2.27.1. Let Jesus bear it, or you be it!

2.28. Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree – this verse would have been a stumbling block to Paul(& other Jews) before his encounter w/Christ. Paul would have assumed that Jesus was under a curse…but instead he realized Jesus bore a curse…but not for Himself.
2.28.1. Is.53:4 “Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows;”
2.28.2. He was the needed alternative.

2.29. (14) Double Blessing:
2.29.1. 14a – All who believe would receive the blessing of salvation promised to Abraham. 
2.29.2. 14b - All who believe would receive the Holy Spirit.
Col.1:21-23 “And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight; if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.”
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